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Photo of the Month

January 2012

‘Yule log udder carriage’
Photo of the
Month appeal…..
Still wanted:
a steady stream, or
at least a trickle, of
YOUR photographs
featuring any aspect
of your own
beekeeping
experiences.
Each month, the one
that most appeals to
the editors will make
it to the front page.

A weary swarm maybe hoping to just rest a while and catch a free ride out
of a patch of Forget-Me-Nots … but they should have gone to Specsavers.

With luck we may be
able to also use them
to produce our own
calendar by
the end of the year.

Udder-standably, this blockhead was going nowhere
with that lot clinging to its nether regions.

Please send your
photos to the editors

Photo by Richard Woodhouse

(contact details on last page)

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday

4th Jan
14th Jan
1st Feb
11th Feb
18th Feb
3rd Mar
7th Mar
24th Mar
31st Mar
4th April

Hives Save Lives - Talk
BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting
Quiz Night - Name that Plant
RBKA Spring Lunch
Surrey Bee Day
Surrey BKA Training Day
My First Year with the Bees
RBKA Auction
Beginners Taster Day
First Apiary Meeting

Mike Oxley
Chesford Grange
Paul Cleaver
Andrew Buchanan
Sandra Rickwood
Bob Maurer
Vince Gallo
tbc
tbc

Woodhatch
Kenilworth
Woodhatch
Reigate
Ewell
Croydon
Woodhatch
Mickleham
Mickleham
Henfold

19:30
10:30
19:30
12:30

Fourth Friday each Month

Farmers Market

Richard Woodhouse

Reigate

Wednesdays April - August

Apiary Meeting

Henfold

18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March

Winter Meetings

Woodhatch

19:30

19:30

18:30
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Editorial
Beekeeper’s New Year Resolutions
Last month we welcomed you, dear reader, to a bright new Reigate Beekeepers

.

This month, welcome to a New Year. We sincerely hope it will also be bright, busy and interesting, but
one thing is for certain, it is unlikely to be an uneventful year!
Many thanks for the kind words and messages of encouragement we have received after our first effort
was published. And we hope that Mike has already re-stocked with black toner to print off this edition to
those receiving it by post. Which does prompt a first request this month.
If you are able to receive
by email, please please do so. It not only also saves the cost of postage,
but you will not miss out on the full colour experience. Contact Mike Hill to get yourself on his email list.
So what are we, as Beekeepers, to make of this year ahead? As this is being written, we hardy seem to
have properly finished last year. In a complete contrast with last winter, our bees have been able to keep
active far longer and it remains to be seen whether that is going to be a benefit or handicap to how they
manage during the critical weeks ahead.
If not already done, time then to make some resolutions. Here are a few for your list…….
1. I will send into

at least one photograph I believe could be a ‘Photo of the Month’.

2. I will plant a tree… or two or three or more. See page 3
3. I will attend the Spring Lunch. See page 13
4. I will enter at least one category of the October Honey Show.

5. I will study for a Beekeeping qualification this year … and pass.
Richard and Graham
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Apiary News
Henfold Tree Planting - Saturday 14th January - the final phase.
Volunteers are requested to participate in a
tree planting party being arranged and
organised by Pam Saunders on Saturday
14th January, from 10 am until 1 pm; with
light refreshments provided.
The main aim is to
continue to plant a
hedgerow adjacent to
the access track area.
There may also be
some other random
tree planting to do, as
well as the replacement
of previously planted
trees that have failed.

If you have any woody perennial plants to
offer (native or naturalised in Britain), do also
bring them with you, along with spade, trowel,
gloves or whatever tools you wish to use.
All are welcome. There are some lighter tasks
for those who prefer not to do heavy work.
Please contact Pam directly on 01372 374917
to notify your ability to muck in, or with any
queries you may have.
Correction: In the December 2011 edition of
, the caption to the group photo of
November’s planting team should have included
Colin Saunders and not Chris Saunders.
We apologise for this error.

Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors
page)

(contact details on last

and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - What is a Queen’s Court?
The queen is wholly unable to care for herself and is often
surrounded by a ring of between five and fifteen bees that
follow her. These bees are called the queen’s court, and they
feed her, clean and groom her, and carry away her waste.
Free from attending herself and most other tasks within the
hive, the queen devotes her life to laying eggs, and her body
is supremely adapted to do this - but the queen and her court
also provide another essential function within the hive.
She is constantly being fed by her court of attendant workers,
who regulate her rate of egg production by the amount of food
they offer her. In exchange they lick from her body a secretion
which they crave and if you look closely, you can also see them
brushing their antennae against the queen’s body over and
over again. They are doing this to pick up the queen’s complex
chemical pheromone (called ‘queen substance’), which they
spread around the hive. This controls behaviour of the colony
and prevents the worker bees from developing ovaries or
rearing rival queens.

This photo shows a queen’s court taken
through an observation hive whilst on
display at the North Waltham village show.

This ring of attendant bees is an area of ‘unusual activity’ on a frame, and is an obvious example
of the tip about ‘look for something unusual’ when trying to locate your queen, (see page 5).
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Queen’s Court photo source & copyright - Jean Mooney

Beekeepers Advice & Tips
some timely advice from

Adam Leitch

January still seems like winter to us, but we
are already past the shortest day and day
length is an important primer for colony
activities such as brood rearing re-starting.
Early spring flowers may be emerging, and
on warm days bees may be seen leaving the
hive for cleansing flights.
Some of the bees may also attempt a ‘do-ordie’ flight to collect water which is used to
degranulate stores (particularly ivy stores), a
highly risky manoeuvre during which the
body temperature can become too low to fly
back.

Back in the beekeepers world, anyone who
has a high varroa drop should get their oxalic
treatment completed before brood rearing
starts. See the advice in last months
and remember; warm the oxalic solution, use
no more than 30 ml for a weak colony and 50
ml for a strong colony.
Also due to the unusually warm autumn
brood rearing may have continued late into
the year end, and hence consumption of
stores may have been higher than normal.
Feeding fondant is a good solution if you
think your colonies are low on stores.
Looking ahead, supers will soon be needed
and a few minutes now, getting everything
ready will reward you later when everything
is useable straight away!

January Tips Checklist
The queen will start laying and the brood will need both food and warmth.
Ÿ So consider adding polystyrene insulation. A 50 mm thick piece placed over the crown
board under the roof will help to keep heat in (but remember the need for ventilation),
and 25mm attached to one side of thin plywood dummy boards, can replace the end
frames to create warm walls.
Ÿ Heft hives regularly to check weight.
Ÿ Feed candy or fondant, to make up for your autumn deficiencies. This should be placed
on the frames above the cluster.
Ÿ Check bees have access to water.
Ÿ Even if you have mouse guards fitted, check for signs of a mouse getting into the hive,
such as large pieces of wax on the ground at the hive entrance. Lift the cover board and
smell; an ammonia type smell may indicate a mouse.
Ÿ Ensure the hive entrance is clear, particularly if it snows.
Ÿ Check for varroa and consider treating with oxalic acid if necessary.
Ÿ Make up new frames, but leave the wax fitting until March, and clean old frames. Make
other new equipment ready for the start of the season – a nucleus hive is always useful.
Ÿ As a general rule you need 50% more equipment than you have as occupied hives, such
as a spare brood box for every two occupied hives.
Ÿ Now is also a good time to review the hive positions in your apiary and move any hives
to improve their sun and wind orientation.
.……..adapted from Northants BKA website
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Tips on How to Find a Queen
Now is the time to rehearse your technique
for locating your queens, and these are a few
tips to follow….…………….…….…
Ÿ Use minimal smoke - because smoke
makes the queen run

Ÿ Scan the outside of the frames first and
work in towards the centre
Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ Cause the minimum of disturbance

Ÿ

Ÿ If you have double brood boxes, always
inspect the bottom box first

Ÿ

Ÿ Run through all the frames twice

Ÿ

Ÿ The queen prefers the ‘dark side’ and will
move quickly out of the sun light

Ÿ

Ÿ If you still can’t find the queen, remove
the frames and place them in pairs. Then
open each pair like a book and inspect
Ÿ A warm part of the day is best - because
there are fewer foragers

Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ Stand back - and remember you are
looking for ‘something unusual’ - this is
often where the queen is located

Library News
Winter Reading List
For those who wish to extend their beekeeping knowledge the following books were
recommended by Adam Leitch as part of his recent BBKA Module (1) course.
Ÿ Beekeeping Study Notes - Yates

Ÿ Beekeeping, A Seasonal Guide - Brown

Ÿ Sixty Years with Bees - Sims

Ÿ Honey Production - Manley

Ÿ Practical Beekeeping - Bruyn

Ÿ Beekeeping at Buckfast Abbey - Brother Adam

Ÿ Guide to Bee & Honey - Hooper

Ÿ Beekeeping Equipment - Yates

Ÿ Honey Farming - Manley

The following recommendations provide
interesting accounts of beekeeping, including
commercial and Canadian / USA practices.

Ÿ Biology of the Honey Bee - Winston
Ÿ Bees to the Heather - Whitehead

Ÿ Honey Days - Field

Ÿ A Manual of Beekeeping - Wedmore

Ÿ The World of a Bee Farmer - Rawson

Ÿ A Modern Bee Farm - Simmons

Ÿ Honey by the Ton - Field

Most of these are classic and well loved beekeeping books, some of which are out of print,
but many of them are available from our club library. Look out for a future
feature
about the range of books available from our library.
Does your favourite appear on this list? If not tell us your choice and we will mention it
in a future edition of
, perhaps with a review of your choice of favourite book.
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Topical News
President’s New Year Message
We have had a most successful year at our
Henfold teaching apiary. My congratulations to
so many, (I was tempted to call you
beginners), who have now passed the Basic
examination. This is due to the leadership and
guidance of our mentors who were kept ‘on
their toes’ by the questions from group
members.

based on our experiences (which are never
ending), talking to other beekeepers and our
studies, which develop according to personal
circumstance.

Reference is often made about being a
‘beginner’. What does this really mean? In a
sense we are all ‘beginners’ as our learning is

I wish you all an entertaining, instructive, and
enjoyable 2012 beekeeping year.

So much has been achieved in developing our
Henfold site. This is due to the dedication and
hard work by members. Wonderful cooperation
– well done!

Malcolm Broatch

Two reports were published during December by Alan Byham and some notable and key
points are summarised here. However, the full reports are being circulated with this
edition of
and you are encouraged to take time out to study them both in detail.

South-East Honey Survey 2011

National Bee Unit - South East Region

Drawing upon replies from 260 beekeepers in
the South East, the average reported yield per
colony of 31 lbs, is the lowest that Alan has
recorded since the surveying started in 2004.
However the range was also very wide, from
zero to 191 lbs per colony.

The report is a review of the 2011 season.
The Inspection Programme undertaken by Alan
and his 5 Seasonal Inspectors during 2011 saw
a total of 4,020 colonies at 784 apiaries.

Four cases of AFB were found at two locations,
The early spring warm weather prompted good (Kent and Greater London).
nectar flows, but the following dry conditions in
many areas led to low nectar production by the Cases of EFB had increased to 161, reflecting
a national increased incidence. Colonies in
summer forage plants.
Surrey and West Sussex accounted for 60 of
If a spring crop had been taken, colonies needed those cases.
feeding, otherwise they consumed the crop
consolation,
but
certainly
not
themselves. Some areas benefited to some Some
extent from a late flow from Water Balsam & complacency, may be taken that there were
few reported incidents of EFB within the broad
Heather.
geographic spread of RBKA members.
The total Honey production in the SE area is
estimated to have been 305 Tons; from 22,050 Exotic pest surveillance is an issue that the
colonies; managed by 4,500 beekeepers.
team are appealing to all beekeepers to be
vigilant about. Alan is constantly on the lookDirect Sales Prices notified by 157 respondents out for beekeepers to participate directly in
ranged from £2/lb to £13/lb, with the average
establishing Sentinel Apiaries in areas of risk.
being £4.70/lb; a modest 38p increase on 2010.
RBKA divisional and members apiaries are
Considering all the regions, Wales returned the clearly in close proximity to Gatwick as well as
highest average price of £5.50/lb, which other smaller airports and risk sources. Please
read the report for full information.
indicates what the market can stand.
Cut Comb Prices, based on 21 respondents, The Asian Hornet is only a short hop away from
ranged from £5 to £16 per lb, with the average us on the French Coast. No confirmed sighting
being £8.92/lb, vs last years average of £7.39/lb. yet, but Alan expects them to be here this year.
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Miel et Confiture d’orange au miel de Reigate et Redhill
RBKA’s contribution to the Brunoy Christmas Market
(‘Marché de Noël’)
As some members may know, the Borough of
Reigate and Banstead has for some years now
been twinned with Brunoy in France and
Eschweiler in Germany.

The outcome was that - despite recent political
differences at European Market levels between
the UK and France – good trade relations
prevailed at the local market level.

This year the borough’s Twinning Association
accepted an invitation to take a stall at the
Brunoy Christmas Market for the sale of local
produce – local that is to Reigate.

Priced at 5€ (£4.20) per 1lb for honey, &
3€ (£2.52) per 1lb pot for honey marmalade,
the entire consignment was SOLD OUT!

Consequently a member of the Association
approached Richard Woodhouse, requesting
a supply of some of the honey and honey
marmalade which we sell in the Farmers
Market.
As a result, 10 lbs of clear Redhill honey
(donated to RBKA by Bob Maurer) and 10 lbs
of John Stevens’ set honey, and 11 lbs of
Robin & Pauline Sparkes’ honey marmalade
was taken by the Association to Brunoy for sale
at this Market, which was held on 9-11th
December.

Information about RBKA was also given out
and attracted interest. Richard plans to follow
this up this year, during a visit with the
Association to Brunoy from 23rd to 25th of
March.
There are hobby beekeepers over there,
including one who may show him some of the
roof-top hives of Paris… just past the etchings.
Anyone interested in joining Richard in this
visit, which he hopes to report further in a
future
, can contact him on 01737
247395 or email at rwdhse@gmail.com.

Hives Save Lives Christmas Appeal Update
Direct donations and the raffles held last month for Hives Saves Lives, has already raised
£150 which, with gift aid, is worth £192 to the charity.

Further additions to this sum will be welcomed
by Bob Maurer when Michael Oxley comes to
talk to us about the charity’s work on
Wednesday 4th January at the Woodhatch
Centre.
Remember to put the date in your new
2012 diary now.
No matter how small the donation amount – it
will all help.

Michael Oxley presenting hives to the Hives Save Lives
Charity representative

For cheques, please use the gift aid form
circulated with the December
and make
cheques payable to Hives Save Lives.
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Photo source & copyright - Hive Save Lives

Reigate Membership = 227

Members News
Honey Show Trophy Winners - Take 2

Andrew Buchanan (left) made a welcome
return to active service at the December winter
meeting, and was promptly rewarded by being
presented with the Bramshaw Cup by
Malcolm Broach.
Andrew’s trophy was not for bamboozling the
medical profession, but for his prize winning
and apparently prettiest, ‘Comb for Extraction’
at the RBKA Honey Show. Congratulations …
and well held sir.

Corrections to the 2011 Honey Show Results
Somehow a couple of errors crept into the
results list published in the November edition
, for which we are happy to set the
of
record straight now.

So congratulations are also due to her band of
keen followers who actively participated in the
identification, monitoring and nurturing of the
comb’s progress.

The ‘Competition Comb’ (Class 11), second And another wronged member was Gill
place winner was Audrey Gill and not Cyril Simpson, whose name as 3rd Placed winner
Humphries, who had not even entered that in the Novice Class had been incorrectly spelt.
class!
The previous ‘management’ of
passes
But that is only half the story, because
on grovelling apologies.
Audrey had entered the comb on behalf of
her WBC Tutor Group.

New Quartermaster Appointed
A little while ago I made an appeal for a
In thanking Richard for
‘young’ Member to take on the responsibilities coming to our aid, mine
of Quartermaster.
in particular, I look
forward to working
I am pleased to report that Richard Stuart
closely with him as I am
has stepped forward to look after this area of continuing in the role of
Treasurer. I am sure that
activity regarding both the procurement of
equipment for the Division and of the orders
the service you have
become accustomed to
placed by Members.
will carry on and probably
I am also pleased to tell you that orders for
be improved.
Richard Stuart
equipment, placed through Richard, will
continue to attract a small discount and will
Richard’s contact details are shown on the
last page of
be available for collection from Henfold as in
, and on the back page of
the past.
your RBKA Membership Card.
Andrew Buchanan
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Meet the Committee
Buzziest Interview - this month: Celia Perry
What’s happening?
CP: On the bee front, I’m studying for two of
the BBKA exams held in March. On the nonbee front, in 2011, I walked the Thames Path
from source to Barrier, a total of 184 miles.
How long have you been a beekeeper
& how many hives do you presently manage?
CP: I’ve had my bees for four years, in four
hives.
Why did you get into beekeeping?
CP: I’ve been interested in bees since I was
a child having seen a ‘live display’ at the
Surrey County Show. I took an RBKA winter
course a few years ago & went on from
there.
When did you first become a member
of the committee?
CP: A couple of years ago.
What’s your current role?
CP: I’m a lowly Committee member.
Not what we heard. What key roles
have you been playing?
CP: Well, I dealt with the legal side of the
transfer of Henfold Apiary, but it wasn’t
because I was a Committee member.
And haven’t you been involved in fund
raising to help develop Henfold?
CP: Yes, I also volunteered to investigate
possible sources of grant funding, as a result
of which we have made successful bids for
funding from several organisations.
Do you do anything else for our
division?
CP: At Surrey level, I am the Reigate
representative to Surrey BKA.
What does that involve?
CP: Attending quarterly Council meetings and
reporting back, normally to the next RBKA
committee meeting.
What do you get out of it?
CP: It has put me in touch with people I
wouldn’t otherwise have met.

And you’re also to be SBKA Exam
Secretary. What will that entail?
CP: Well, it’s completely separate from the
Surrey rep role. But I will not be taking over
from Audrey until April, so I’m still working out
what it involves. Ask me again in May.
How much time per month do you
think you typically devote to the roles at
present?
CP: Averaged out over the year, maybe 3
hours per month.
What’s the best aspect of the role?
CP: Being a part of such a thriving
organisation and seeing it grow and develop.
And the worst?
CP: In this busy age, getting people to commit.
What would you change?
CP: It would be great if more people would get
involved in the jobs needing to be done and
not assume ‘someone else will do it’.
Thank you Celia.
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DIY Suggestions & Tips
Making a Honey Warming Cabinet
After harvesting your honey have you ever As an alternative to using light bulbs you can
wished for something to prevent it crystallizing? use a 60W greenhouse heater about a foot long
which you can get from eBay for around £10.
Well this article may provide the solution and
some inspiration for a winter project - convert You can store many jars of honey and even
an old fridge to a warming cabinet. The total buckets. But because the wall of the fridge is
cost may be circa £30 but it will be money well soft plastic it may be difficult to hold 30lbs.
spent.
buckets on the shelf. All you have to do is use
a thicker board on the bottom floor as a base,
DIY Suggestion
Here’s how to do it…
with a couple of pieces of wood to support the
shelf, then you can warm up the solid honey in
Find a redundant the bucket as well.
fridge (it is possible
to get one from the You can set the thermostat to the temperature
community tip, if you you require – high
speak nicely to the (35C) for melting
man in charge, or honey buckets. Once
perhaps a neighbour the honey is runny,
who is disposing of turn the thermostat
an old fridge.)
to low (20C) and the
honey won't set any
Make sure the door gasket has not been more. It will cut off
damaged, remove the condenser and the fitting and come on again
at the back, and the ice compartment inside two to three hours
the fridge. Seal all the holes with sticky duct later, and won't use
tape, and give it a good clean up.
a lot of electricity.
Buy a plug-in thermostat such as an SM ET05,
13Amp-3KW from TLC www.tlc-direct.co.uk for
£20.99, a three pin socket, a lamp holder and
a 40W or 60W filament light bulb. These are
still available from such as the Poundland store
for as little as a £1 for four bulbs.
Then fix a socket with a lead
through the fridge to
provide an electrical supply,
connect and plug in the light
bulb with a lamp holder on
a piece of board at the
bottom of the fridge.

The
photographs
show
the
steps
described in this article, and two well stocked
old fridges converted to warming cabinets by
Central Sussex BKA member Dennis Chow,
which he has used for many years.
.……..adapted from notes and idea by

Dennis Chow

Equipment News
Free fondant offer
A lady who lives in Dorking has several packets of fondant left over from making her son’s
wedding cake in June, and would like to donate them to a beekeeper to feed bees.
Please contact Lucy Harrow - email lucy@harrow.plus.com
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Warming Cabinet Photos source & copyright - Dennis Chow

Events News
Bee Keeping in Australia – a talk given by Nick Withers
Observations of how very different beekeeping
is in Australia were presented at a well
supported December winter meeting in
Woodhatch by a beekeeper from Oxted,
Surrey.
Nick Withers had combined an opportunity
during 2007 to visit his brother living in
Australia, with attending the Apimondia held
in Melbourne. The talk was given on behalf of
the charity ‘Bees Abroad’, for which support
was invited.
During a busy three weeks, Nick joined some
of the conference tours arranged for
Apimondia delegates, as well as making
additional visits to beekeeping operations
arranged by his brother. His travels spanned
the full width of the southern half of Australia.
We learnt that normal honey bees as we know
them (Apis mellifera) are not indigenous to
Australia. They were first introduced from
Europe in about 1822. Feral honey bees are
rare, and are often destroyed as part of strain
control and disease management. Australian
beekeeping is chiefly a commercial operation,
for honey production, crop pollination, or both.
Scene setting statistics offered included the
10,000 compulsorily registered beekeepers,
compared with circa 20,000 in the UK, who
between them manage about 600,000 hives,
yielding some 15-30,000 tonnes of honey per
year.
Flowering seasons of crops and plant variants
foraged differ through the year and
geographically. Hence the commercial guys
routinely truck their bees across distances of
up to 500 miles at a time, to enable the next
available in-season crop to either be ‘serviced’
or foraged.

the Australian mainland, although some were
accidentally introduced in Tasmania, and their
spread across the state appears to have a
negative effect on native bees.
During his talk Nick
showed plenty of fine
photographs, including
commercial
factory
honey extraction and
bottling facilities, also
large purpose made
equipment which is
mobile and trucked to
the apiary site.

Nick Withers

Some of the many indigenous forage plants
were shown and named. ………….. it is to be
hoped that not too many will find their way
into the ‘Name that Plant’ quiz at the February
meeting.
Some different techniques were described,
including the typical use of plastic foundation
which is coated with a thin film of beeswax. No
doubt for its robustness to cope with high
temperatures and the dirt roads the hives are
trucked over.
Kangaroo Island, of similar size to the Isle of
Wight, off the Australia southern coast, had
Italian bees introduced in the 1880’s. Since
then, no others bees have been, or are
permitted to be imported to the island.
Instead, the uniquely pure strain of bees has
given rise to the breeding of queens for export
to mainland Australia and internationally.
Examples and methods were shown
honeycomb created directly in jars.

of

(Look out for a DIY feature in a future edition of
– Ed.)
–------------------------------------------------------------

Although Australia has around 1,500 types of
native bees, most of which are solitary, the
majority of crops are pollinated by the
commercial honey bees. They are much more
efficient foragers, and are usually larger than
the native bees. There are no bumble bees on

Donations to the Bees Abroad charity would be
greatly appreciated by Nick.
www.beesabroad.org.uk
Veronica Brown, Administrator,
Bees Abroad, PO Box 2058, Thornbury, Bristol
BS35 9AF.
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Surrey BKA 2011 AGM Report

by our Bob Maurer, who just happens to also be SBKA Chairman

Each year, one of Surrey’s eight divisions plays
host to the county AGM. It goes in alphabetical
order. In 2011 it was the turn of Farnham and
my goodness, they did us proud.
The meeting was held
at the Tilford Institute,
which is a beautiful
building designed by
Sir Edwin Lutyens. If
you are ever in the
area (Tilford is south
of Guildford to the
west of the A3) do
visit. It’s a beautiful
place – just how England should look!

We are an association with over a century of
history and it is important that our activities
are properly recorded. Peter Ashley has been
our archivist for many years. He has now
retired from this role and we are grateful to him
for all he has done.
Our newly elected archivist is Deborah Ware
and our archives are preserved at the Surrey
History Centre in Woking. So there no longer
need be any risk that our records are lost in
someone’s loft.

The divisional chairmen’s reports had been
circulated prior to the meeting and it is intended
to publish them on the Surrey BKA website.
There was some concern about the potential to
We were provided with a gourmet selection of identify the locations of our apiaries (theft of
sandwiches and cakes and were told that this hives is a big concern) so Sandra Rickwood, the
is normal for a Farnham meeting. (Is joint Surrey BKA secretary, is editing the reports to
remove any direct references to location.
membership possible??)
AGM’s are chaired by the Surrey BKA president,
Tim Lovett. He began with the pleasant duty
of announcing that Farnham member Anne
Buckingham had been proposed as a life
member of SBKA. I read the citation and Anne
was unanimously elected. For her contribution
to Beekeeping in Surrey, Anne was awarded a
well deserved MBE last January, but a Surrey
BKA life membership is much rarer!
AGM’s are formal meetings and follow a series
of reports.
In my report as chairman I commented on the
huge increase in membership – now almost
1,000 across the county, and how every
division has risen to the challenge of teaching
so many aspiring beekeepers. We doubled the
number of events run by the county in 2011.
The SBKA’s intention is to provide opportunities
that complement but don’t conflict with the
excellent events provided by the divisions. I
also put on record the county’s enormous debt
to Audrey Gill for all the work she has done
as county exam secretary. Audrey plans to
stand down next year and from the 1st April,
Celia Perry will take over. We couldn’t be in
better hands.

As the Surrey delegate to the BBKA Annual
Delegates Meeting, I summarised the January
2011 meeting.
Ÿ The main issue was the endorsement of
pesticides. A proposition was passed which
makes it clear that BBKA will not endorse
pesticides in the future.
Ÿ The 2012 ADM propositions include one that
requests the BBKA to take a position
regarding ‘natural’ beekeeping. My view is
that, regardless of our personal opinions, we
must remember our first duty is the welfare
of our bees. We must work together and not
allow our particular prejudices to lead to a
‘them and us’ split. There are good ideas on
both sides of the debate.
Ÿ There is also a request for a junior
membership category. There appears to be
an insurance issue here, as minors cannot be
sued.
The 2012 propositions are displayed in the
members area of the BBKA website. They are
there so that every member has the chance to
comment.
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Any comments should be sent to your divisional
representative, Celia Perry, who will voice
them at the next Surrey BKA council meeting
just prior to the 2012 ADM.

In ‘any other business’ Epsom member Steve
Secker asked where he could find a definitive
version of the Surrey BKA Constitution. It was
agreed that the latest version would be made
available on the Surrey BKA website.

This meeting will direct me as to how the county
The meeting closed and was followed by a
wishes its votes to be cast.
superb tea and a talk by John Gamble on
There is a very lightweight summary in the making mead.
December edition of BBKA News, but anyone
with a serious interest should read the full text. In 2012 the AGM will be hosted by Guildford.
Please make an effort to come. Your committee
The various officers and trustees were at Reigate, the committees of the other seven
unanimously elected. Tim Lovett announced divisions and the Council of Surrey BKA work
that he will be standing for the Executive of the tirelessly on your behalf throughout the year.
BBKA at the Annual Delegates Meeting in Your support for a few hours at the AGM will be
much appreciated.
January 2012.
Bob Maurer

Dates for your Diary
The following announcements give more details of the local events to look forward to during
the month of February, and details of how to make your bookings.
Remember to put the dates in your new 2012 diary now.

Spring Lunch
Saturday 11th February 2012
The Black Horse, 93 West Street, Reigate
(12:15 for 1:00 pm)

An event not to be missed

Cranachan ... by popular demand, an
indulgence of Raspberries, Scotch, Cream
and OUR honey makes a welcome return to
the Black Horse menu choice. (serving
suggestion only, presentation and ingredients
may differ, honey may be good for you)

As the hours of daylight get longer and hopefully
the queens are beginning to increase the number of
eggs they lay, why not come and rekindle old
‘beekeeping’ friendships and/or find new ones at the
Reigate Beekeeper’s Spring Lunch?
Come and catch up on news and events,
compare your plans and aspirations for 2012 with
other beekeepers and enjoy a good meal with
perhaps a drink or two.

Details of all the delights on the ‘a la carte Menu’ are being circulated with this edition of
, together with a Booking Form. Please don’t leave it to the last minute before
sending your choices to Andrew Buchanan, together with a cheque for the requisite
amount, so that the best service can be arranged for your lunch.
Looking forward to seeing you there.
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Name that Plant - Quiz Night
Woodhatch, 1st February
Do you know the name of this plant which appears to attract
our honey bees, and what is your knowledge of other plants?
Can you recognise and identify good forage for your bees
when you see it?
Put yourself to the test next month and you may win a prize.
Even if you don’t win a prize you are certain to enjoy a good evening and learn more about
‘bee plants’.
For anyone considering swotting for the quiz, possible recommended reading may be
‘Plants and Honey Bees - their relationship’ by David Aston and Sally Bucknall or ‘The
Beekeeper’s Garden’ by Ted Hooper and Mike Taylor.
But we have no insider knowledge of the ‘sources’ that Paul Cleaver is using in his
preparations for the quiz!!!

7th Surrey Bee Day - Saturday 18th February 2012
Planning for this successful annual training event is being finalised.
The venue remains the same, Ewell Castle School, as does the programme which will cover
honeybee husbandry, a specialist topic and lectures of scientific and general interest.
It will, as always, be suitable for all beekeepers - beginners to boffins!
The conference will be held in the new dining hall, an attractive facility in the school grounds.
Tickets will be £20 per head and will include lunch.
To reserve your place please email Sandra Rickwood at rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or
telephone on 01932 244326.

Who to contact for assistance
Chairman

Paul Cleaver

cleaver.paul@googlemail.com

01306 730188

Hon Secretary

Jacqui Essen

jandjessen@btinternet.com

01342 842244

Hon Treasurer

Andrew Buchanan

andrewb38@btinternet.com

01306 712773

Membership

Michael Hill

mikehillbees@googlemail.com

01306 730668

Librarian

Audrey Gill

beelady@btinternet.com

01293 784161

Exam Secretary

Audrey Gill

beelady@btinternet.com

01293 784161

Website Master

Adam Leitch

adam.leitch@gmail.com

Richard Woodhouse

rwdhse@ntlworld.com

01737 247395

Richard Stuart

richardi.stuart@btinternet.com

07971 854652

Alan Byham

alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk

01306 611016
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Editor

Richard Bradfield

richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com

01372 379222

Editor
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grahampooley@aol.com
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Regional Bee Inspector
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