Reigate Beekeepers

BeeNews

Photo of the Month

November 2012

‘Golden Dusted Winner’
‘Prized Honey Show Entry’
With what must surely be a strong
candidate to be our Photo of the
Year, this months stunning image
of a honey bee on a crocus flower
head was taken by Andy Robinson.
It was the worthy
First Prize winner of
Class 18 - A Photograph,
at Reigate Beekeepers
October Honey Show.
See page 3 for a photo
illustrated report about the
show and page 4
for a full list of all the
Class and Trophy winners.
Plus, page 5 has details of our
National Honey Show winners!
Have you a striking, unusual or
topical honey bee related image
to share with us all?
Send it to the

editors today!

Dates for your Diary
7th Nov

Please Note - no Winter Meeting

Saturday

10th

Nov

BBKA Exams, Modules 1, 3, 6, 8.

Saturday

10th

Nov

Hampshire BKA Convention

Wednesday

14th

Nov

Reigate BKA - AGM

Paul Cleaver

Woodhatch Centre

19:30

Surrey BKA AGM

Bob Maurer

East Horsley

14:00

Winter Mtg - Queen Performance

Roger Paterson

Woodhatch Centre

19:30

East Horsley

14:00

Wednesday

Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday

1st Dec
5th

Dec

15th Dec

Celia Perry

NB: Last date for entries has passed.

Eastleigh

Learn about BBKA Module 1

Fourth Friday each Month

Farmers Market

Richard Woodhouse

Wednesdays April - August

Apiary Meeting

Henfold Copse

18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March

Winter Meetings

Woodhatch

19:30

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Reigate

are welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 20th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Our 12th Edition… and our media empire expands!
marks a full years worth of us gathering, editing, producing and
This months edition of
publishing. It has been a VERY busy twelve months, but we can safely say that it has been quite
an enjoyable and rewarding experience. Due in no small part to the positive feedback we
receive from you, our ‘customers’.
So are we exhausted by it all? Well seemingly not. Indeed we seem to have ‘volunteered’
ourselves to take over the role of maintaining the website as well.
The current site was set up originally by Adam Leitch a few years ago now. Having populated
it with a great deal of useful content, Adam’s intention was for someone else to manage and
refresh the content, whilst he only provided technical site support as needed. That never quite
happened, and since then styles and the functionality of websites have moved on. And so we
are now making a fresh start with new, less technically complex formats. In this effort… we are
being assisted, supported, advised and mentored by Jack Chapman, who also facilitates direct
liaison with the Committee as needed.
Now you may have picked up on the reference to formats. The plan is to set up two websites.
One for Public consumption and one for Members. This is intended to make it much easier to
restrict the members site content to … members only. It also enables the public site content to
be readily managed to not include any individual member’s details unless specifically
authorised, eg Officers or Swarm collectors contact details. It will also allow each site’s content
to be focused upon its own intended audience.
Now, squeezed onto the last page of this issue is a little teaser of the proposed ‘new look’
together with your chance to influence how we describe the Public site … to the public.
Meanwhile, it only remains to remind you all about the AGM on Wednesday 14th November and
to pre-read our Chairman’s Report, circulated with this edition.
Richard and Graham
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Topical News
Honey Show 2012 Reports and Results
This year, I filled the role of Entries Secretary;
sorting out what classes we were going to have,
getting entry forms synchronised with the
schedule and processing entries once they
came in. In this I was nobly assisted by Mike
Hill who sorted out all the IT bits and for the
first time we tried an on-line entries system,
which was well used. One learning is that
members would like a follow-up email
acknowledgment of their entry. Without making
any promises, we are looking into whether this
will be possible for the next Honey Show.
A huge thank you to everyone
who took part and made the
Show ‘upstairs’ happen, from
those who collected the show
stands, lugged them upstairs
and down and returned them
to their home on Saturday,
provided the boards for the
photographs to be displayed,
set up the room on the Friday
night, helped stage the
entries, helped with queries,
acted as Judge’s steward,
printed certificates and put
them on the show benches,
acted as stewards during the
day to answer questions from
members and the public and
most importantly of all - put
in entries. It wouldn’t have
been much of a Show without
such a wonderful number.

by Celia Perry and Maggie Minter

Weybridge. Roy told me that his secret must
be that he thinks most of the honey in his
winning jar came from Himalayan Balsam.
It would be great to see more entries from
children in the Show next year. They don’t have
to be members of RBKA or even related, they
could just be a friend of a member and can
enter in their own name. This year we had
entries from two children, some in the adult
classes, beating adults, much to the satisfaction
of the children in question!
Trophies will be presented at the AGM.
The new venue upstairs seemed
to work quite well, even if some
of us felt isolated in our eerie
from what was going on
downstairs. We think we have
learned what went well and
what could be improved upon
next year, but if anyone has any
suggestions, please pass them
on to me – c.perry@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
or just chat to me at a meeting.
Celia Perry

Meanwhile … downstairs the main hall was well
occupied by stalls selling honey, hive derived
products and plants, as well as tea, coffee and
cake refreshments. Information boards, a
complete (unoccupied) hive and an (occupied)
observation hive provided insights into
beekeeping. Honey tasting, Candle rolling,
With over 100 entries on the day, the event Tombola and a ‘Guess the Bottle’s Contents’
qualified as only the second Blue Ribbon completed activities coordinated by Maggie.
Show that Mary had judged this year and she Many thanks to all who helped set up on the
was therefore required to additionally decide Friday evening and those who helped on
upon the ‘Best Exhibit in Show’. This was
Saturday to make it a
awarded to Roy Cottington for his entry in the
successful day.
Novice Class. Well done Roy who, courtesy of
In general, comments from
the donation by the National Honey Show,
the public (including a few
received a free entry to this years show in
notables!) were positive and

With 156 entries from 39 entrants across 20
classes, even allowing for some being unable
to be shown for various reasons, we still had
an impressive 139 entries filling the show
benches on the day; much to the consternation
of the judge, Mary Hill (no relation to our Mike)
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they found the show interesting, with the
observation hive providing an obvious central
attraction.
However, we do need more volunteers next
year and more entries! Since we do have over
200 members, a little bit of time given back to
the club would not go amiss please.
So if you see me with a clipboard about to pin
you down in a metaphorical queen cage asking
for help for and hour or so, DON’T buzz off!!
Maggie Minter

Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show 2012 - Results
1st

Class

2nd

3rd

4th

Light Honey

Mike Hill

Andrew Boagey

Paul Clever

Medium Honey

Mary Hellings

RBKA Mickleham

Cyril Humphries

Soft Set

Jilly Aarvold

Andrew Boagey

Malcolm Broatch

Novices

Roy Cottington

Andrew Boagey

Gill Simpson

5th

6th

Andy Robinson

Maggie Minter

Vanessa Jones

Dreen Legg

Richard Bradfield

Bob Maurer

Tom Moremon

Dark Honey

Cut Comb

Paul Cleaver

Jilly Aarvold

Mead

Celia Perry

Malcolm Fry

Andrew Boagey

Beeswax

Bob Maurer

Three Beeswax

Maggie Minter

Comb for Extraction Jilly Aarvold
Competition Comb

Paul Cleaver

Malcolm Fry

Andrew Boagey

Malcolm Fry

Paul Cleaver

Andrew Boagey

Cyril Humphries

Honey Cake

Celia Perry

Liz Diprose

Maggie Minter

Andrew Buchanan

Audrey Gill

Confection

Pauline Sparks

Andrew Day

Celia Perry

Maggie Minter

Vanessa Jones

Andrew Boagey

Honey Biscuits

Andrew Buchanan

Jack Chapman

Celia Perry

Maggie Minter

Cyril Humphries

Roy Cottington

Group of Products

Maggie Minter

Andrew Boagey

Bob Maurer

Malcolm Fry

Paul Cleaver

Gift of Honey

Maggie Minter

Paul Cleaver

Celia Perry

Cyril Humphries

Andrew Boagey

Interesting Exhibit

Maggie Minter

A Photograph

Andy Robinson

Malcolm Fry

Richard Bradfield

Paul Cleaver

Richard Woodhouse William Boagey

4 Jars for Sale

Jack Chapman

Malcolm Fry

Tom Moremon

Child’s Photograph

William Boagey

William Boagey

Blue Ribbon

Best in Show

Roy Cottington

Reigate Cup

Most Points

Maggie Minter

Tanner Cup

Light & Medium Honey

Mike Hill

W-J Cup

Soft Set Honey

Jilly Aarvold

Novice Trophy

Novices

Roy Cottington

J.M.B Cup

Cut Comb

Paul Cleaver

Redhill Cup

Beeswax

Celia Perry

Bramshaw Cup

Comb for Extraction

Jilly Aarvold

Geoff Lewis Plate

Honey Cake

Celia Perry

Lockett Bowl

Group of Products

Maggie Minter
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Events News
Notice is hereby given

Directions to East Horsley Village Hall:
Kingston Avenue, East Horsley, Leatherhead,
Surrey, KT24 6QT
Phone: 01483 285019

that the

134th Annual General Meeting

The Hall is a 5 minute walk from Horsley Station and
there is parking at the Village Hall.

of the

Surrey Beekeepers Association

From the A3 from London take the exit to Ockham
and Ripley and take the first exit at the roundabout
onto the B2039, Ockham Road. Stay on Ockham Road
for approximately 2.8 miles and take the first right after
the railway bridge into Kingston Avenue. The Hall is at
the end of this road.

will be held on

Saturday 1st December 2012
in the

East Horsley Village Hall
At 2 pm.

The meeting will be hosted by Guildford
Division and will be followed, after tea, by
Ian and Ruth Homer giving a talk on
‘Queenlessness in your Colonies’.
Members from all SBKA’s divisions
are invited and encouraged to
attend this AGM.

From the A3 from Guildford take the exit to Ripley,
B2215. At the roundabout take the second exit. Follow
the Portsmouth Road through Ripley. At the next
roundabout take the second exit on to the B2309,
Ockham Road towards East Horsley. Stay on this road
for about 2.8 miles and take the first right after the
railway bridge into Kingston Avenue.
From the A246 turn into Horsley at the Duke of
Wellington Pub, between Clandon and Effingham and
stay on this road, the B2039, Ockham Road for about 1
mile through two parades of shops. Kingston Avenue is
the left hand turn at the end of the second parade of
shops just before the Railway Bridge.

National Honey Show Successes

Subscription Renewals
Many thanks to all who have already renewed
and sent in their subscriptions so promptly.
The auditing of last years books is now through
and all your forms are now being busily
processed. However we are only half way
through last years list and it seems that there
are still a good many of you who have not
replied yet.
Old hands will know (but possibly forgotten)
that I need to complete the BeeCraft block
order by the 1st December if your supply of
BeeCraft is to remain uninterrupted.

A trio of members
have come away
with four trophies
from the 81st
National Honey
Show,
during
October.
Congratulations
to all, especially
Andrew, (right) a fast rising star…
The Wax Bowl - Bob Maurer
Millennium Metheglin Coaster - Celia Perry
Egerton Smythe Cup - Andrew Boagey
W.J. 1968 Cup - Bob Maurer & Celia Perry

If I haven't heard by late November that you
wish to continue with your membership I shall Class 29: One piece beeswax
1st - Bob Maurer
Class
40:
Metheglin
or
Melomel
Dry/Sweet
1st - Celia Perry
remove your name from the BeeCraft list.
About a month later I will need to do the same
with the BBKA list, and that I am afraid will
mean "Bye Bye".

Class 101: Two Jars Light Honey 3rd - Andrew Boagey
Class 141: Two Jars Light Honey
1st - Andrew Boagey
Class 144: Two Jars Naturally Crystallised/
Soft Set Honey
Commended - Andrew Boagey
Class 145: Two Jars of Liquid Honey1st - Andrew Boagey
- 2nd Bob Maurer
Class 149: One piece of beeswax
2nd - Bob Maurer

If you have lost your form etc, I can easily send
a replacement, but at least please let me know
Next years challenge is to win back the
one way or the other, preferably by cheque.
Smallholder's Shield for Surrey.
Many thanks …
Full results (and slide shows of the event) can
Mike Hill
be found on the NHS website. Click here.
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Surrey Microscopy Day - 22nd September

a report by Andrew Cornwall

On a Saturday that we suspected might be the
last blast of Summer, fifteen beekeepers
turned up at Juniper Hall in Mickleham. Each
armed as instructed with, thirty to fifty bees, a
small bunch of wild flowers and a notebook and
pen.
This was the second event organised by the
newly formed Education Committee of the
Surrey Beekeepers Association. Bob Smith, an
NDB qualified tutor, was our instructor for the
day and quite lived up to his reputation as a
most knowledgeable, enthusiastic and erudite
teacher. He was ably supported by four lab
assistants who were fellow beekeepers with
experience of using microscopes.
The morning started with a presentation by
Bob on the nature and theory of light, including
explanations on reflection, refraction, real
versus virtual images and on different types of
aberration. We then moved on to looking at
stereo microscopes. Bob explained the
mechanics and uses of this type of microscope.
We had numerous examples in the lab and a
chance to try different ones.
We split into groups and I started the morning
practical session learning how to embed bees
in wax and then dissect them under a
microscope. I am going to need a lot more
practice at removing the exoskeleton from the
abdomen. Although I managed to do it, and to
identify many of the internal organs, my bees
ended up a mess with lots of bits floating
around the Petri dish. My lab buddies, Marion
and Jean had previously completed an NDB
microscopy course with Bob, so were able to
share a lot of practical tips with me.
The groups then switched over and we learnt
how to take the heads off bees to check for
acarine. I had seen this done before when
Adam Leitch showed his group at Henfold last
year. I managed to pin my bees through the
thorax to a cork and get them at the right
angle to operate on under the microscope.
However, having taken off the head, you have
to remove the so-called collar in order to
expose the trachea. Again, I managed to make
a complete mess of my bees.
I had exacted revenge on my grumpy colony
by taking a sample from them the previous
day. I now realise that the fresher the bees the

better, so next time I will sample them
immediately before operating on them.
We then broke for lunch and spent a very
pleasant time eating outside in glorious
sunshine.
The afternoon started with looking at
compound microscopes. Bob provided a
detailed explanation of the mechanics, linked
back to the morning’s session on the nature
and theory of light, also compared Koehler
versus Critical illumination. Again, there were
enough compound microscopes for us to have
one each. There were also several types, so we
also got to practice setting-up different ones.
I began the afternoon practical session by
learning how to make pollen slides using the
wildflowers I had taken along. The other task
was how to check for Nosema. I quickly did
this, having learnt how to do it some years ago
at an RBKA health clinic, and returned to pollen
slide making. Unfortunately, my flowers had
little pollen, but I did manage to make slides
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of blackberry and a few other favourites of
bees. Bob then wound up the day with a quick
talk about what to look for when buying
microscopes and how to clean and maintain
them.
All in all, a jam packed day with lots of very
useful and fun practical work. I am not sure
now that I will ever feel ready to take the BBKA
microscopy module. However, I certainly want
to get my own microscopes and do more
dissection and pollen analysis. One regret was
that we did not get to make anatomy slides.
On my return home, I found BeeCraft waiting
for me. Inside is an advert for Bob Maurer’s

new microscopy book. So that is now on my
Christmas list.
My thanks to both Bob Maurer and Celia
Perry for making sure that I knew about the
day as soon as it was advertised. Nine people
failed to get on the course, so there’s clearly a
demand for this sort of practical workshop.
Although it was held on ‘our patch’, I was the
only Reigate member present.
I strongly recommend that you watch out for a
re-run next year. I thoroughly enjoyed it & felt
it was well worth the £45 cost, which included
a very nice lunch.
Andrew Cornwall

FOCUS ON BBKA MODULE 1 HONEY BEE
MANAGEMENT
15TH December 2012 at 2-5 pm
Led by Dr Ivor Davies the afternoon aims to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Discuss what the modules are and why they are important to beekeepers
Introduce the Module 1 syllabus
Discuss level of information required and techniques for answering questions
Explain the marking system
Explore resources and support strategies available
Discuss the correspondence course approach
Answer questions and queries
Test your current knowledge with a fun quiz

40 places available @ £10
per person
East Horsley Village Hall,
‘Lovelace Room’ KT24 6QT
To reserve a place please
email Sandra Rickwood on
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
or phone 01932 244326
Full directions and payment
details will be provided ON
CONFIRMATION OF PLACE.

Apiary News
Henfold Development Update

from Andrew Buchanan

No Longer Stumped

Pavilion Permission Applied For

Having felled the trees between the car parking
area and the 'leisure' area during the summer
months, latterly visitors to Henfold will have
noticed the stumps in the ground that had
remained.

Our planning application was submitted to Mole
Valley District Council on 10th September.

The Statutory Consultation period ended on the
12th October, and with just one letter of
representation against, helpfully balanced by
Well, they have now gone!
one in support of the application, we await the
Some weeks ago they were ground to fine chips recommendation of the Planning Officers and
the verdict of the Development Control
and left in piles mixed with soil.
Committee itself.
Since then, over two Saturday morning
sessions, a team of Roy Cottington, Vince Some of us have our fingers crossed and
Gallo, Robert Stevens (son of Suzie everything else as well for that matter!
Stevens), Susie Gundry and Colin Clement The next meetings of the Council’s
did sterling work to spread each pile around the Development Control Committee are on the 7th
car parking area to help fill in and level out the November and 5th December. So that awaited
'flooding' areas.
verdict may already be known by the AGM!
Thanks are due to the entire team for their time Follow the applications progress directly via this
and enthusiasm.
link: Application MO/2012/1222
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New Beekeeping Experiences
A Moving Experience - 200 miles Apiary to Apiary

a tale by Pam Saunders

Pam’s account of relocating her bees was broadcast on BBC Radio Devon one Sunday in August after
she had been interviewed by the presenter (and new neighbour!) of ‘The Potting Shed’ programme.
The programme featured Pam as a Surrey resident who had moved to live ‘The Good Life’ in Devon!!!

Having bade farewell to my bee buddies at
Henfold Copse during the meeting on 25th July,
I set off to Pixholme Court Nurseries where my
hives had resided for six seasons to parcel them
up ready for transport.

Supers had been removed the previous day. I
used porter bee escapes to clear them of
worker bees, inserting the one way ‘valves’
twenty four hours prior to removal.

Being weak in the biceps (!!) I strapped them
in this manner because I guessed I would not
be able to lift the hive with roof included. It also
enabled me to remove the roof in transit and
administer sprayed water through the zinc
mesh whenever I felt the bees sounded loud
due to dehydration. My air-con would certainly
keep the car cool but it would also dehydrate
the air.
My trusted local swarm collector - Richard
Bradfield - assisted with the final stages of
strapping and placing in my Focus estate. We
carefully remembered to orientate the first hive
so the frames were aligned fore and aft. But
when getting the second and third hives to the
car we realised many late returning foragers
were clinging to the underside of all the mesh
floors and needed brushing off. So the first hive
was removed from the vehicle, brushed off and
then replaced - misaligned. It was an error I
did not think about until driving north along the
Mickleham bends. Taking the wrong position of
hive one as our cue, we had subsequently also
misaligned hive two, located alongside the first
in the boot.

It was the period of really hot sunny weather
and to avoid the colonies overheating in my car
on the journey I chose to travel with them late
evening/early night-time.
Pulling over at dusk in the public car park near
Bockett’s Farm and still clad in my bee suit, my
Each hive was secured in the same manner:
removing first two roofs, then two hives from
● the mesh floor was fixed to the
the boot must have raised a few question in the
brood chamber using two short
minds of the other users of the car park at that
lengths of holey metal strap and
time!
four screws on opposite sides.
With hives reloaded and orientated correctly I
● zinc mesh was placed over the
finally set off to drive the long journey to our
holes in the crown board and
new home in South Hams, Devon (just four
fixed using drawing pins.
miles from Buckfast Abbey).
● the crown board was attached
to the top of the brood chamber
using gaffer tape.
● the three layers were held
together by a ratchet strap (one
per hive) with the ratchet resting
uppermost where it could sit
neatly beneath the roof once the
roof was placed on top.

No bees bothered me inside the car even
though one lonely individual had secreted itself
under one of my stowed walking shoes for the
night. So at the halfway hive re-hydration and
car fuel stop, I took the suit off, again giving
cause for puzzled looks from the others on the
fuel forecourt. Not least the attendant watching
the CCTV screen.
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At our journey’s end, around 1 am, Colin was This led to a caste swarm which we did observe
waiting to off-load the hives for me into our and worked in the dark to try and retrieve, but
Land Rover. This allowed us to transfer them that’s another story!
over rough terrain to their now permanent
home, in what is going to be the orchard. We
had already laid concrete slabs and placed on
them the stretchers to hold the hives.
I un-strapped each hive, took off gaffer tape,
rotated entrance bars back to their open
position, and stuffed each entrance with grass.
It is thought that if the workers need to struggle
to find their way out the next morning, they
are more likely to perform an orientation flight
and so can find their way back to their new The bees now forage on dry, warm days and
apiary.
seem content enough to resume normal life on
and off the comb in their new Devonshire home.
The colonies have taken a while to settle. Two
Pam Saunders
queens seemed to reduce their laying rate for
a few days, whilst the third (yearling) queen Pam and Colin (and Honey) report also feeling quite
swarmed at the first opportunity without my settled, getting to know local people through friends,
Village Hall Coffee mornings and Church events.
noticing.

Swarm Stories
2012 Annual Report - Summary

by Swarm Coordinator Richard Woodhouse
Total calls/reports (all insects) - 172

Richards full report is circulated with this edition
of
, but this is a summary of the years
key facts and figures.

Swarms Reports (by month below)- 126
46

This year has seen an increase in the numbers
of both reported and caught swarms, and of
RBKA members receiving swarms.
The number of reported swarms at 126 is
significantly higher than the amazingly
consistent annual total of 107/8 for the
preceding three years, and the number of
caught swarms at 84 is also well above figures
of 70, 62, & 70 for those three years.

Sw arm C allou ts
29

26

11

11
3

0
M ar

A pr

M ay

Ju n

Ju l

A ug

Se p

0
Oct

Swarms Caught - 84

Members receiving swarms - 49
The earliest (10th April) and latest (5th
September) dates recorded for swarms are Members gaining swarms in bait hives - 2
earlier and later than usual, and the number of
RBKA apiary receiving swarms - 2
late swarms (i.e., after 1st July) is higher than
Feral nests extricated from cavities - 3
usual. We have also had more calls about bees
Feral nests not recoverable - 10
in cavities in buildings (often chimneys) than
previously – and three successful extrications.
Other honeybee non-swarm calls - 23
There has also been an increase in the number
Tree bumblebee (bombus hypnorum) – 22
of calls (22) relating to the newly arrived tree
bumblebee (bombus hypnorum), which Non ground-nesting bumblebees calls - 9
confirms its spread across the UK. On the other
Osmia rufa (Solitary)bee calls - 1
hand, the number of wasp calls (3) is far lower,
Ground-nesting bee calls – 7
and the number of wasps seen has been less
(and later) than usual.
Wasp calls - 3
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DIY Suggestions & Tips
A Watering Station for Bees
DIY Suggestion

Making your own is

fun and saves money
Bees require a source of water for many things,
including temperature and humidity control Insert the plastic container into the centre of
within the hive, and for increasing the fluidity the two tyres, which are stacked with their cut
of their honey to feed larvae.
edges at the top and the bottom.

A strong hive on a hot day can use a litre of
water a day, and this requires eight-hundred
workers each making up to fifty trips to the
water source during the day. Bees of course
need more water in the Spring during broodrearing, and less water as the honey flow
peaks, but they also require water in the Winter.
Bees are experts at locating water, and they
can be seen taking water from pond fountains
and even swimming pools. Unfortunately they
can quickly become a nuisance to neighbours. Fill the tyre at the top with compost, and water
Although a source of clean water is always until the compost is saturated, so that the bees
recommended bees often appear to prefer dirty can land and suck water from the wet compost.
or brackish water, which contains minerals.

Fill the plastic container with water until it flows
The basic requirements for a bee water source partly across the sagging lid. This provides a
is that the bees have a good footing so that landing platform from which the bees can also
safely drink the water in the container.
they do not fall in and drown.
The following describes how to make a simple
and very low cost watering station that meets
all these requirements.
First cut an old tyre along its circumference.
This will require a good hacksaw and some
effort to cut through the steel reinforcement.

A colony is more efficient if the workers do not
have to travel far for water. But do not put a
water feeder within 3 m of the hive because
the bees will ignore it if it becomes
contaminated due to defecation.
Some experts suggest initially filling with sugar
sweetened
water to attract the bees to find the
Find a empty plastic container, such as those
used for bird food fat balls, which fits snuggly water source, but this should not be necessary.
inside the centre of the tyres.
Remember to regularly top up the water in
Then carefully cut a curved segment out of the outer ‘compost ring’, and ensure that clean
lid of the container. Hopefully as a result the water is also always available in the centre.
surface of the lid will also sag downwards.
Graham Pooley
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Beekeepers Advice & Tips
November Tips Checklist
Brood rearing is now finished and when the temperature falls, as it does in Autumn, the
bees form a cluster, closing in tightly and opening up as the temperature varies. While
clustered, food consumption is minimal.
● Check periodically that the entrance is not blocked by dead bees.
● Remember to look particularly behind any mouse guards.
● Optimum winter conditions for bees are a constant cold temperature and dry conditions.
● Check that your hives have adequate ventilation.
● If feeding is necessary use a solid form of food.
● Check your hives are water tight, secure and stable.
● Ensure your bees have a water source during the Winter.
● Rake dead leaves away from under your hives.
● Check that stored comb is protected from mice and wax moth damage.
● Repair hive parts and other equipment, make new frames.
.……..adapted from Northants BKA website

How to Make Creamed Honey
At this time of year, with your visits to the
Reigate Honey Show and maybe the National
Show in Weybridge last month having provided
some inspiration, perhaps you want to plan
some new future ‘honey activities’. Making
creamed honey or finely grained honey may be
just the challenge.

Step (1) - clear your honey. Gradually and
gently warm your honey to about 42°C (110°F)
and maintain at this temperature long enough
for it to clear, which may take a couple of days.
Note - honey should preferably not be heated
above 50°C (120°F), because this will kill the
enzymes and cook the pollen.

Then filter the clear honey to remove particles
of wax and other foreign material, and allow to
In the UK, because of the floral source on which cool to room temperature, around 18°C (65°F).
the bees foraged, most honeys will eventually Step (2) - prepare your seed honey. Warm
granulate. This often produces a ‘gritty’ honey a small quantity of suitable finely granulated
which is not liked by some consumers. The honey such as Oil Seed Rape or other honey
alternative is to make creamed or ‘soft set’ that has granulated to 32°C (90°F). Leave until
honey which is achieved by a seeding process. it has softened to the consistency of porridge
The following notes explain how to do it.

The process of seeding was developed by Dr E
J Dyce professor of Apiculture at Ontario
Agricultural College, Canada in 1928. He found
that the optimum temperature for honey to
granulate is 14°C (57°F), and that the addition
of around 5% of finely ground honey crystals
will encourage the honey to granulate.

then knead it with a stirrer until it runs freely.

Step (3) - add the seed honey. When the
clear honey has cooled add a generous 10% of
the seed honey. This percentage of seed honey
speeds up the final setting process. Firmly and
evenly distribute the seed honey throughout
the mixture. Then complete the mixing,
possibly using an electrical hand mixer.
In practice commercial companies use around Maintain an even but not too quick stirring
10% because this speeds up the granulation. motion, and ensure no air bubbles are
introduced.
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Step (4) - allow to set. When the seed honey
is well distributed, set aside in a cool constant
temperature place for a few days. The optimum
temperature for the fine granulation to proceed
at a rapid rate is 14°C (57°F). Any lower or
higher and the process will slow down. After a
period of time depending upon the kind of
honey, and the temperature, it will achieve a
good set.
Step (5) - bottle your honey. Return the
honey to a warming cabinet at 32°C (90°F). In
a day, but sometimes a little less, the honey
will have softened through with a small amount
of liquidity on the outside edges. Remove from
the cabinet and with your stirrer slowly work
the honey until it is quite mobile, somewhat
like pourable porridge.
(see

January 2012 edition for how to make a

suitable warming cabinet from an old fridge).

First remove a small quantity to provide seed
honey for making more creamed honey in the
future. Keep this at a cool, even temperature
until next required.
Then bottle the remainder in the normal way
and put the creamed honey in a cool place
10°C-14°C (50°-57°F) to stand for a few days.
At the end of that period it will be re-set and
just about the consistence of firm butter.
Step (6) - admire your honey. Inspect your
creamed honey which should have a smooth
texture, with no large crystals that the tongue
can feel. The ‘set’ should be such that when a
jar is held on it’s side, without its lid, the
surface should not move but should remain
vertical.
Based on Adam Leitch’s Module (1) Course Notes and
adapted from an article courtesy of Essex BeeKeepers
magazine.

Graham Pooley

Equipment News
Hive Roof Insulation
Advice for members looking for suitable material for insulation.
If you have been unable to find some waste
expanded polystyrene packaging suitable for
hive roof insulation, why not upgrade.
The insulation board used for property
construction is very suitable. Products such as
Recticel, which is a purpose made insulation.
The foam used is rigid polyisocyanurate and the
product is faced on both sides with aluminium
foil for excellent insulation and heat reflection.
Available in a range of thicknesses including
25, 50, 75 mm, so you can select a thickness
to suit your type of hive and optimise insulation. Cut holes to suit your crown board, and place
In addition to large sheets it is also available in over the crown board - remembering to ensure
smaller sizes that can be easily cut to make you have adequate ventilation - and your bees
insulation boards for two plus hives. For a board will loose less heat during the Winter.
50 mm thick it costs around £7 from your local
builders merchant such as Jewsons.
Graham Pooley
Bee Facts

Did you know ?

The largest bee in the world is Megachile pluto which grow to a length of 39 mm (1.5") long,
and the smallest bee is Trigona minima, a stingless bee whose workers are about 2.1 mm
(5/64") long.
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Honey Recipes
Favourite Reigate Recipes
This month we choose some exotic dishes from around the world, selected from Mike Hill’s
collection of favourite recipes. We would like volunteers to make the recipes, and send in
photographs of how splendid they look, and reports about how good they taste !!
Please send your favourite honey recipe or interesting culinary use to the editors.

Recipe (12) Sri Lankan Love Cake

2 tablespoons Honey
1 lb (500g) caster sugar
8 oz (250g) semolina
12 oz (375g) cashew nuts
7 eggs separated
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
½ teaspoon lemon rind
½ teaspoon ground cardamom
½ teaspoon almond essence
2 tablespoon rose water

Finely chop the cashew nuts, and
finely grate the lemon rind.
Grease and line an 8 inch (20 cm)
square cake tin with two thicknesses
of greaseproof paper. Brush the inner
paper with melted butter. Beat the
egg yolks and caster sugar together
until light and creamy. Stir in the
semolina, cashew nuts, rose water,
honey, lemon rind, spices and almond
essence. Beat the egg whites until
firm and fold into the mixture. Put in
tin and bake in a 150°C or Gas Mark
2 oven until the cake is evenly brown
and is firm to touch. If the cake starts
to brown too quickly, cover with
paper or foil. Do not use the usual
skewer test as the cake should be
somewhat moist.
Leave until quite cold and then cut
into small pieces.

Recipe (13) Chinese Pork in Cider
Soak the ham for 12 hours in pan of
cold water. Drain well and then steam
for 2 hours in steamer or a sieve over
a pan of boiling water. Remove and
cool. When cold cut into ¼ inch thick
slices and arrange on a dish.

2
1
2
2

tablespoons Honey
lb ham in one piece
tablespoons sugar
tablespoons dry sherry
or rice wine
2 teaspoons cherry brandy
2 teaspoons cornflour
8 fluid ounces water

To make the sauce, combine all the
ingredients in a pan, bring slowly to
the boil stirring all the time. When the
sugar has dissolved and the sauce
thickened pour over the ham.
Serve very hot.
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Meet the Committee
Buzziest Interview - this month: Malcolm Fry
What’s happening?
MF: Currently busy with preparations to put
my bees to bed for the winter and with cleaning
boxes.
How long have you been a beekeeper?
MF: It must be about eleven years now.
What got you interested in beekeeping?
MF: I liked honey and had heard and learnt
from beekeeping friends about the problems
that varroa was then just starting to create and
I wanted to help the bees.
How many hives, of your own and on
behalf of RBKA, do you manage at the moment?
MF: I currently have ten of my own and manage
four or five at the Division’s Brockham apiary.
How have they faired this year?
MF: Despite the weather being a problem for
foraging and matings of young queens,
Brockham has done okay, producing over
120 lbs of honey for the division, whereas I
have had colonies giving nothing. We did
create a couple of extra colonies, but the
intended programme of queen rearing did not
happen, but maybe next year, we will do
better.
How long have you been member of the
Committee?
MF: Too long!!?? Four or five years I guess.
What prompted you to become involved
at that level in the Divisions operation?
MF: To be able to give something back in
return for the help many senior and committee
members had shown to me in my formative
years of beekeeping.
And once established on the committee?
MF: I quite like the opportunity provided to stir
up discussions within the committee meetings,
challenging proposals and offering different
points of view.
Have you held any specific roles within
the committee?
MF: I was the Out-Apiary Coordinator for a
time, but am now ‘just’ a committee member.
Although I do manage the Brockham Apiary,
and get involved in many committee led
activities when I can.

What’s changed the most during your
time with the Division?
MF: Buying the Henfold site for the new ‘home’,
itself driven by the association’s membership
having become much larger; and the way
Varroa has affected beekeeping generally.
What do you think still needs to change?
MF: There is a real need to encourage and draw
more members into not just being involved or
participating in activities, but to help manage
them, allowing the small committee to focus on
planing and coordinating rather than seemingly
ending up doing absolutely everything.
Do you have a message for the
membership?
MC: Yes, and its that however in-experienced
or lacking in confidence about beekeeping that
you may feel, you already know a lot more than
the general public. Use that knowledge to
promote bees and beekeeping.
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Thank you Malcolm.

Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors
page)

(contact details on last

and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - Why does a large colony seem to make so disproportionately

more honey than a smaller colony?
life, the maximum colony population is simply
the queen average daily laying rate multiplied
by 50. For a queen capable of sustaining a daily
laying rate of 1,000, the maximum colony
population will be 50 x 1,000 =50,000 workers
In fact the ability to gather nectar increases – every day a thousand bees are born and a
non-linearly with population – doubling the thousand die.
population more than doubles the ability to Increasing either the average life time of a
gather nectar. Arranging for the maximum worker or the average daily laying rate of the
population point to coincide with the honey queen will increase the maximum population,
flows could therefore be one of the main aims e.g. 55 day average life and 1,200 average
daily egg laying would give a maximum
of some beekeepers.
To do this requires understanding the population of 55 x 1,200 = 66,000 workers.
The simple answer is that there is a certain
fairly fixed number of bees that are required to
feed and look after the brood, and all the
‘additional’ bees are then available to forage,
draw comb, and process nectar into honey.

relationship between queen laying rate, colony Colony Population Build-Up
population, and population growth.
Take a typical Spring time scenario and assume
the colony comes through the winter with a
Queen Laying Rate
population of say 10,000 and virtually no brood.
The period from egg laying to emerging worker
The queen starts laying at say 500 eggs per
bee is 21 days. Because of this 21 day brood
day and sustains that for say 2 weeks. The
period, the average daily queen laying rate can
brood population is now 7,000, the adult
be obtained by counting the (worker) brood –all
population may have dwindled by 2,000 due to
stages, eggs, open and sealed brood, and
winter bees lost foraging in difficult conditions.
dividing the total brood population by 21. (We
can ignore the drones because the number is Provided sufficient pollen and stores of honey
are still available and that some fresh pollen
small compared to the workers).
sources have been found, the laying rate may
If the brood count is 31,500 the queen’s
then increase, to say 1,000 per day.
average daily laying rate over the past 21 days
The population progress from the start of
will have been 1,500 eggs per day.
serious laying is illustrated in the table below.
Maximum Brood Population
Laying rate and brood population are
inextricably tied together by the 21 day factor.
The stabilised maximum brood population is
always Queen Average Daily Laying Rate x 21.

End of Week

Winter Bees

Queen Daily
Laying Rate

Brood
Population

New Adult
Population

Total Adult
Bees

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

9000

500

3500

0

9000

8000

500

7000

0

8000

7000

1000

14000

0

7000

6000

1000

17500

3500

9500

4000

1000

21000

7000

11000

1000

1000

21000

14000

15000

0

1000

21000

21000

21000

0

1000

21000

28000

28000

Total Colony Population
Extrapolating from laying rate to total colony
population is rather less fixed since it depends
on the life of the worker. A worker life of 50
days is often assumed for bees foraging in the
summer. Worker bee life is however, like
aircraft life, a bit dependant on air miles. In
periods of lax, non-foraging activity, their life
is likely to be extended somewhat.
However, assuming a typical 50 day average

For interest, if the queen’s laying rate had
increased in week 5 to 1,500 then by the end
of week 8 the population would have reached
31,500 instead of 28,000.
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Now that your head is swimming with numbers
Website News
let’s not worry about the numbers, they are
only typical. But they do illustrate the important In what may yet become a more regular feature in
point, that a high population can be achieved
, some late breaking news about the
quite quickly. Population growth is very Division’s website(s).
dependant on food availability.

New Public Reigate Beekeepers Site

Bees well fed the previous Autumn will still have
a good reservoir of food available for these
quick building Spring activities. A good reason
for always leaving your bees with their stores
of Autumn collected pollen.

In order to hopefully better serve our local
public, a new website is being created to
specifically promote our Division and activities
to non-members. The site will promote our
Honey Sales, encourage New Members,
As long as the colony foraging economics can advertise Taster and Beginners Courses,
sustain a high laying rate (1,000 per day or Attendance at Fairs and Honey Shows, provide
advice on Swarms and our Swarm Collecting
higher), the build-up will continue rapidly.
service as well as appealing for Hive
This is the advantage of good early Spring
Sponsorship and Out-Apiary Sites etc etc.
forage availability and a great advantage of
Winter sown oil seed rape. Also the benefit of But we would like your input in
feeding with pollen patties during January to creating a 6 to 14 word tag
line to run with the
March to stimulate brood rearing.
(see
Feb. 2012 for how to make pollen patties). site title:
At the end of week 8 (late March / early April)
you could have an adult population of around
30,000, with a stabilised brood population of
21,000 capable of increasing the total number
of new adult bees by 7,000 per week.
So, in answer to our original question, ‘bees Two options are currently being ‘thunk about’.
‘Learn about who we are, what we do and how we do it’
make honey’ and the more bees the better.

‘Inspiring, teaching and supporting the regions apiarists’

Adapted from an article by Nigel Southworth that Send in your thoughts and suggestions please.
first appeared in the Scottish Beekeeper, and Once the new site is launched, attention will
circulated through eBees. turn to reworking the existing site for ‘Members

Graham Pooley

Only’ access with content and a format that
YOU would like, want, need … and use.
Look and listen out for more news….
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