
PagePage 1
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated Please consider the environment before printing

Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews January 2014

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Photo opportunity of the Month

Dates for your Diary

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Jan, Wed 8th Winter Meeting  - ‘Evolution’ (19:30 - 21:30)
Five Common Misconceptions, presented by Andrew Cornwall

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Jan, Mon 13th Winter Beginners Course Commences (19:30 - 21:30)
(Runs for 10 weeks every Monday)

Woodhatch Centre
Gill Simpson

Jan, Sat 18th SBKA Training - General Husbandry Assessment
(10:00 - 15:45)   for practiced beekeepers

East Horsley
Sandra Rickwood

Jan, Sat 25th SBKA Training - Mead Making Workshop (10am-3pm)
led by Michael Badger, for all levels of experience.

Upper Mill, Kingston
Sandra Rickwood

Feb, Wed 5th Winter Meeting - Speed Beekeeping (19:30 - 21:30)
The time poor beekeepers guide to beekeeping perhaps?

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Feb, Sat 15th Spring Lunch (12:00 for 12:30)
Submit your booking and menu choice NOW

Hungry Mole, Brockham
Andrew Buchanan

Feb, Sat 22nd West Sussex BKA Annual Convention (09:30 - 16:30)
Lectures and Seminars (click here) for all standards

Watersfield, Pulborough
Gordon Allan

Mar, Wed 5th Winter Meeting - Bee Farmers (19:30 - 21:30)
a talk by Margaret Ginman.     Plus  ‘Back to the Apiary’

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Apr, Wed 2nd First 2014 Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
Henfold Copse

Paul Cleaver / Tutors

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

Flooded out at Brockham.
This was the distressing scene that
Malcolm Fry eventually found
after battling his way through
storm damaged and flooded
access roads  to check the
Division’s apiary in Brockham on
Christmas Eve. The combination
of the gale force winds and the
rising level of the River Mole
appear to have completely
destroyed all the colonies.

Brockham Apiary devastation, more details and
photographs on the website click here and on page 10.

  We are always seeking further striking,
unusual, topical, or just interesting bee
related images  to feature each month,

(hopefully not as concerning as this months
feature), so if you have any……

Please send them to the editors today!

http://www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex
mailto:wsbkaconvention@gmail.com
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
http://rbkbblog.com
http://rbkbblog.com
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

New Year, Fresh Challenges, Same Hopes
Greetings dear reader and our best wishes for 2014 to you, your family, friends and bees.

Whilst beekeeping in 2013 may not qualify as having been a complete disaster, as arguably
2012 could have done, it certainly had its moments. After that false start to what turned into
a non-event of a Spring, a short delayed Summer and now a very dramatic end, it will probably
be one that many choose to forget.

The news and pictures about the Brockham apiary may come as a shock to many. We trust that
your own bees, and indeed your own households, have survived the storms without quite as
much trauma, and are warm and dry.

To hopefully lift any flagging spirits and raise a glass to toast our Brockham rescuers, the Spring
Lunch this year on 15th February is coincidently and very fittingly at the Grumpy Mole on
Brockham Green. A venue that despite its proximity to the river we can report as having avoided
the flood waters. Booking and Menu Selection forms are available now. Book early to avoid
disappointment.

Under the stewardship of Andrew Cornwall, our new Education Officer, the ‘Summer Season’
Training Programme is already being shaped, with pre-season meetings being planned during
March for prospective Tutors, (for Beginners and Basic), to discuss arrangements and for
Improvers to discuss what they want to tackle. Do make a point of contacting Andrew if you
would like to be involved either as a Tutor, or to be an Improver or both.

Meanwhile, our Horticulturist in Residence Coral Lloyd provides you with a comprehensive list
of winter flowering plants where your bees might be found on a warm Winter day. Have you
got any of them within handy flying range of your hives ?
Let us hope we all enjoy a happy, busy, engaging, participative and productive 2014.

Richard & Graham

http://rbkbblog.com
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  Events News

The latest updates are as follows:
Venue, Date and Timings
The Show will be back at St George’s College
Weybridge for 2014. Half term is a little later
next year so the dates are Thursday 30th

October to Saturday 1st November. Judging
takes place Thursday morning, the show
officially opens at 2 pm on Thursday, and the
exhibition opens when judging finishes. It is
planned to continue the Thursday morning
lectures, before the official opening, and the
trade hall will open at 12 noon.

Lecture Videos
This year, partly funded by the National Honey
Show, and partly with National Lottery Funding,
it is intended to produce top quality videos of
some of the lectures. The first two of these,
‘The Sustainable Apiary’ by Mike Palmer, and
‘Origins and Evolutionary History of the Honey
Bee’ by Robert Paxton are now available to view
on YouTube, click links to view.

The Sustainable Apiary

Origins and Evolutionary History of the Honey Bee

Details of further lectures available to watch
will be listed as they go live, on the National
Honey Show Website under the ‘Education’ tab.

Further Updates on Facebook

There is also a new Facebook page so do visit
from time to time to see the latest news, click
here.

National Honey Show News - 2014

National Show Awards photo - BBKA

The New Year, heralds a new venue for our
traditional start to the new Beekeeping Year.

The Spring Lunch - 2014 is at ’The Grumpy
Mole’ in the Inn on the Green, Brockham
Green, Betchworth, Surrey, RH3 7JS.

To view the detailed menu options, click here.
For the booking form, click here to download,
and print. Then complete the form to reserve
your place(s), pre-order menu selections and
submit with full payment to me as soon as
possible.

Book by the 8th February at the latest, but
please don’t delay, as there is a limit of forty
people and it’s ‘first come – first served’.

Banish thoughts of Winter and look forward to
Spring, the renewed activity of your bees, and
with luck, a long and warm Summer and plenty
of honey.

Everyone is welcome to share their anecdotes
and experiences from 2013 together with their
ideas and plans for 2014

What better than to
join in the conviviality
of fellow Reigate
Members over a meal
of your choice and
perhaps even a drink
or two ?

Andrew Buchanan

Spring Lunch at the Grumpy Mole, Saturday 15th February 12:15 pm for 1:00 pm

http://youtu.be/nznzpiWEI8A
http://youtu.be/nznzpiWEI8A
http://youtu.be/Wtm8URk-V9A
http://youtu.be/nznzpiWEI8A
http://youtu.be/nznzpiWEI8A
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/nationalhoneyshow
https://www.facebook.com/nationalhoneyshow
http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/2014-spring-lunch-menu.pdf
http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/2014-spring-lunch-booking-form.pdf
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  Education News
Henfold Copse Apiary 2014 by our new Education Office Andrew Cornwall

 (1) Appeal for Hive Tutors

We will again try to run with three tutors per
hive – Beginners and Basic. This will allow for
tutors not being able to attend and will also
enable those wishing to join in on a particular
Improvers session to do so.

There will be more support for tutors this year.
I have already reviewed the Basic syllabus and
sorted out weekly themes for our sessions at
Henfold. I’ve also written some Basic Study
Notes that both tutors and those studying for
the Basic can use to prompt discussion of the
themes each week.

There will be a tutors meeting before the start
of the season to discuss arrangements. This
will be in a pub somewhere and probably
towards the end of March.

Your Action Required: If you would like to be
a tutor, either on a Beginners or Basic hive,
please contact me, click here and let me know
which you’d like to do and whether or not
you’ve been a tutor before. I will do my best to
get a mix of experience on each hive.

(2) Improvers

The format for the Beginners and Basic groups
is now largely in place and mostly well tried
and tested. I’ve had lots of discussions with
other beekeepers on how we train Improvers
and how we keep members coming back after
they’ve taken the Basic. Our aim is to take
those who have passed the Basic (often
compared to a driving test for beekeeping) and
turn them into confident beekeepers able to
tackle even the busiest of city traffic in the
beekeeping world. The obvious way to do this
is to not re-invent the wheel, but to use the

BBKA examination structure. In other words,
we will be using the General Husbandry
syllabus to structure how we train Improvers.
This absolutely does not mean that we expect
all Improvers to take the assessment. We just
want to raise members’ skills base, so that
they feel confident to tackle some aspects of
beekeeping that are well beyond the scope of
the Basic. Not everyone wants to go into queen
rearing or creating nuc’s for sale and that is, of
course, fine. We want to facilitate Improvers’
learning, so that they can experiment in
whatever areas of beekeeping they choose to
do so.

There will be a meeting for Improvers before
the active season, to discuss what aspects of
beekeeping they wish to tackle this year. This
will be on the same night as the tutors meet.

The first half of the meeting will be for hive
tutors and the  second will be for Improvers.
There will, of course, be lots of members who
will want to attend both halves.

The Improvers will be given the strongest
couple of colonies at the start of the season, so
as to facilitate them starting queen rearing or
whatever else they choose to tackle. With
more than one hive, they will be tackling a
number of different aspects of beekeeping
during the active season.

(1) General Husbandry

By structuring the Improvers training at
Henfold Copse using the General Husbandry
syllabus as our guide, we hope to better
support those members who do want to take
the assessment. Those members wanting to
take the assessment should check the BBKA
website to ensure that they are building up their

BBKA Modules and Practical Assessments by Andrew Cornwall

mailto:a.cornwall@nhm.ac.uk
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number of colonies and hive years of
experience beyond the minimum
requirements, of three years beekeeping, and
three queen right colonies available. We have
plans to run some mock assessments later on
in the season, to assist members in preparing
for the assessment.

It is strongly recommended that you ‘get all
your ducks in a row’ the year before taking the
assessment, e.g. get your apiary sorted,
records complete, equipment all in top order,
a simple method of queen rearing in hand and
colonies to full strength.

(2) Module Courses

We have had lots of requests to re-run Adam
Leitch’s module 1 course. We are very keen
to do this and have asked Adam to consider
running it again in Autumn 2014 or Spring
2015.

I am planning on running a module 2 study
course during the year, with a view to
members being ready to take the exam in
November. If anyone would like to join in,
please contact me.

Andrew Cornwall

Closing Dates for Applying for BBKA Exams advice from Celia Perry

Modules will be held in
2014 on the 22nd March
and 8th November.
Application forms for the
modules have to be with
BBKA by 10th  February
for the March modules
and 30th  September for the November
modules. These aren’t the date by which the
forms must be with me, but the date by which
I have to get them to BBKA, so please get your
form to me at least seven days before the
closing date so I have time to send them all to
BBKA by the closing date. Please don’t send
your form direct to BBKA, because I need to
know candidate numbers so that I can make
sure there will be enough room for all
candidates on the day.
The closing date for applying to take the
General and the Advanced Husbandry is
28th February  and again I need the from about
a week before that date.
Finally the closing date for the Microscopy
examination is 31st August with forms to me a
week before. The examination is normally held
in the Autumn.

If you want to take the Basic assessment in
2014, let me know and we can make sure you
are allocated to the right tutor group once the
beekeeping season starts. I will need your
application form and payment by 4th June.

This year 62 Surrey members passed the Basic
assessment, 1 Junior member passed the Junior
assessment and several people passed the
modules, so to all of them congratulations and
keep up the good work. If you haven’t taken
your Basic or a module yet, why not have a go?

Just make sure that you let me have your form
in plenty of time.

You can contact me:-

by phone on 0790 3991120
by email at beeexams@hotmail.co.uk
from April at Henfold Copse Apiary on most
Wednesday nights

Completed forms and cheques should be
handed to me or posted to me at White Gables,
68 Broadhurst, Ashtead, Surrey, KT21 1QF

        Good Luck Celia Perry

Image source BBKA

 Members News                                                                        Membership 186
Examination Successes
Reigate Beekeepers would like to congratulate Adam Leitch and Celia Perry on passing the
BBKA microscopy exam which they both took in November this year.
If you are thinking of taking the examination or just want to find out a little more about it,
collar one of them on Wednesday night, they will be happy to tell you how they found the
examination and how they prepared for it. You need to start thinking about it now because
the first pollen you need to collect will be available in February and the application form has
to be in by the end of that month.

mailto:beeexams@hotmail.co.uk
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  Topical News
Bee Venom May Help Cure HIV.

Researchers at the Washington University
School of Medicine have demonstrated that a
toxin called melittin, which is found in bee
venom, has the potency to kill the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

Nanoparticles containing bee venom toxin
melittin can destroy human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) while at the same time leaving
surrounding cells unharmed. It can poke holes
in the protective viral envelope that surrounds
the human immunodeficiency virus, as well as
other viruses. Free melittin in large-enough
quantities can cause considerable damage.

It has been demonstrated that nanoparticles
loaded with melittin have anti-cancer properties
and have the capacity to kill tumour  cells.
Linking bee venom with anticancer therapies is
not new, in 2004 Croatian scientists reported
in the Journal of the Science of Food and
Agriculture that honey-bee products, including
venom, could well have applications in cancer
treatment and prevention.

The scientists showed that nanoparticles loaded
with melittin do not harm normal healthy cells.
Protective bumpers were added to the
nanoparticles surface, so that when they come
into contact with normal cells (which tend to
be much larger), the nanoparticles bounce off
rather than attach themselves.

HIV is much smaller than the nanoparticles and
fits in between the bumpers. When HIV comes
across a nanoparticle it goes in between the
bumpers and comes into direct contact with its
surface, which is coated with the bee toxin,
which destroys it.

Joshua L. Hood, research instructor in medicine,
explained "Melittin on the nanoparticles fuses
with the viral envelope. The melittin forms little
pore-like attack complexes and ruptures the
envelope, stripping it off the virus."

While most anti-HIV medications work on
inhibiting the virus' ability to replicate, this one
attacks a vital part of its structure. The problem
with attacking a pathogen's ability to replicate
is that it does not stop it from starting an
infection. Some HIV strains have found ways
to circumvent replication-inhibiting drugs, and
reproduce regardless.

"We are attacking an inherent physical property
of HIV. Theoretically, there isn't any way for
the virus to adapt to that. The virus has to have
a protective coat, a double-layered membrane
that covers the virus."

Melittin nanoparticles may prevent as well as
treat existing HIV infections.

Hood believes that the melittin-loaded
nanoparticles have the potential for two types
of therapies:

● A gel to prevent the spread of HIV infection.
● Therapy for existing HIV infections.

In theory, if the nanoparticles were injected
into the patient's bloodstream, they should be
able to clear the blood of HIV.

Hood said "The basic particle that we are using
in these experiments was developed many
years ago as an artificial blood product. It didn't
work very well for delivering oxygen, but it
circulates safely in the body and gives us a nice
platform that we can adapt to fight different
kinds of infections."

A gel containing melittin would recognise and
not harm sperm, the researchers explained,
making it a possible contraceptive medication.

Hood said "We also are looking at this for
couples where only one of the partners has HIV,
and they want to have a baby. These particles
by themselves are actually very safe for sperm."

courtesy of the Journal of Antiviral Therapy

Scientists have discovered a powerful toxin
in bee venom that may play a crucial role

in preventing the spread of HIV.
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Questions & Answers

Please send your questions and queries to the editors and we will seek out
an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - How do I use an Apidea ?

An Apidea or ‘Mating Hive’ or ‘Mini-Nuc’ can
have a number of uses, one of their prime uses
is :-

Mating of Virgin Queens after Queen Cells
have been raised.

This has traditionally been done by making up
a nucleus, with full size frames, for each queen,
effectively taking a lot of bees out of honey
production, just to support one queen.

However, Modern plastics, and a different
approach to creating a mini colony, have given
us the mini-nuc, which uses only a cupful of
bees at a time. Not only that, but each mini-nuc
can look after a number of queens in succession.

As often in beekeeping there are different views
about how best to do this, but this is one
suggested process to follow.

1. Assemble the Apidea. The Apidea should
have a strip of foundation only, no comb, in
each frame.

2. Fill the feeder with either Fondant or Syrup.
3. Brush a frame full of bees into a box and

then spray them with sugar syrup. (Some
beekeepers prefer not to spray them with
sugar, because it is messy and they feel it
is unnecessary.)

4. Take a cup full of these bees and introduce
to the Apidea, making sure that the
ventilation is clear.

5. Close up the Apidea and ensure the
entrance is sealed.

6. Leave for about an hour, until the bees roar
in panic, then insert your virgin queen.

7. Leave in a cool dark place for two or three
days.

8. Place the Apidea at the chosen site, open
the entrance. Ensure the Apidea is securely
held down.

9. Check in two weeks for signs of laying. If
no eggs are found then leave for another
week and inspect again.

1. After assembling the Apidea and
introducing the ‘sticky bees’; place in a cool
dry place for a couple of days.
(This is not necessary if the queen cell
comes from the the same hive as the bees.)

2. Insert the sealed queen cell in the gap
between the frames. A paper clip or similar
can be used to hold the cell in place.

3. Allow the cell to hatch, then leave for a
week before inspecting the Apidea for eggs.
If no eggs are found then leave for another
week and inspect again.

4. Once eggs are confirmed the laying new
queen can be used to create a new nucleus
or to replace an existing queen.

Using the Apidea to Hatch a Queen Cell

When the queen has been removed the bees
can be left in the Apidea and it can be reused
for another queen cell.

At the end of the season the ‘colony’ in the
Apidea can be reunited with another colony by
removing the slide on the bottom and using the
newspaper method.

Graham Pooley
                       courtesy of a number of sources

Photo source - Dave Cushman

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/11/30/january-2014-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/11/30/january-2014-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/11/30/january-2014-beenews-comment/
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 Horticultural News

As we know bees need flowers whenever they
are active, and we should not forget that they
may be out foraging during the next few months.

There are very few winter-flowering plants in
the wild in Britain, so without our gardens bees
would starve.

But what plants should we have in our gardens
to help during the coming months ?

The following list of winter-flowering plants,
mainly from January to April are
recommendations from our ‘resident
horticultural advisor’ Coral Lloyd.

● Viburnum Tines, Bodnantense and Farreri. All
flower from November-March.

● Galanthus Snowdrops. Flower between
January and April; said to be heavily foraged
by bees, mainly for pollen.

● Tulips lots of species, produce a lot of pollen,
but are not much used by bees.

● Corylus Hazel, catkins good for pollen
● Garrya also catkins for pollen.
● Alders, catkins for pollen.
● Salix Goat or Palm Willow. Flower between

February-March.
● Pendula, pollen on male trees only.

● Pulmonaria (Lungwort), Generally flowers
later February-May, bumble bees love it but
I have never seen a honey bee foraging it.

● Mahonia, (Oregon Grape) species Aquifolium
(Common Holly), Media, and Japonica. Flower
between December-March.

● Hellebores, Niger (Christmas Rose) is heavily
foraged by honey and bumble bees, the
Helleborus Orientalis (Lenten Rose) is also
foraged.

● Hammamelis, (Witch Hazel). Flower between
December-March, but not sure how much
they are used by bees.

● Eranthus (Winter Aconite). Flowers between
December-March. Good for pollen and nectar.

● Daphne, Mezereum is the early flowering one,
but not sure how much they are used by bees.

● Crocus. All species heavily worked for pollen.
● Chionodoxa. Flowers February-April, but not

sure how much they are used by bees.
● Cheiranthus, (Wallflowers). Flower a bit later,

March-May, but heavily foraged by bees.
● Jasminum Nudiflorum, the Winter flowering

Jasmin, but not sure how much they are used
by bees.

● Clematis Cirrhosis, Alpine and Armandii.
Flowers December-February, mainly used for
pollen.

● Skimmia, again a bit later, male plants for
pollen, male and female for nectar.

All these plants are noted in ‘The Bee Friendly
Garden’ book by Ted Hooper & Mike Taylor, so
they should be sources of forage for bees.

Other suggestions include such as the
Strawberry tree - which incidentally produces
the nastiest bitterest honey, fortunately it is
not reliably hardy in this part of the country.

Plants to Help Bees through Winter and into Spring

please send us your views
Click to comment on this item…

Have you visited the Reigate Beekeepers’ Knowledge Base ?  Over
30 Beekeeping topics explained and illustrated in bite sized articles, including

links to NBU Best Practice Guides; nearly 20 tips about buying or making
Equipment; plus guidance on preparing and using a Swarm Box…. and more
beekeeping information being regularly added. All just one click away.

http://rbkbblog.com/knowledge-base/index/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/11/30/january-2014-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/11/30/january-2014-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/11/30/january-2014-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/knowledge-base/index/
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 About those Other Bees an occasional feature looking at the honey bees’ cousins

What do Bees do During Winter ?
We are very familiar with what honey bees do
during Winter - snuggle up in their hives to
keep warm and try not run out of food stores
- but what about some of the other bees ?

Bumble Bees

The colonies die out before the Winter and the
queens hibernate during the Winter.

The bumble bee life cycle normally begins
between February and June, when rising
temperatures encourage queens to emerge
from hibernation, but it depends on the
weather, species of bumble bee, and location.
Typically a queen starts a nest in the Spring,
produces workers, followed by males and
daughter queens. The nest begins to die out
around August, when males and daughter
queens mate, before the queens hibernate.

But in recent years, due to the warmer weather,
you may have seen bumble bees foraging on
winter flowers, such as mahonia, winter honey
suckle, and winter-flowering clematis. Buff-
tailed bumble bee queens and some early
bumble bees seem to be emerging from
hibernation during October - some four to five
months early - and building nests, so workers
are flying during December and January.

This early foraging seems to be partly due to
warmer Winters and the popularity of winter-
flowering in many gardens. It may also be the
result of our bees mixing with imported
Mediterranean bees, which have a slightly
different life cycle.

Since the mid-1990’s, winter-active colonies
have become more common, although
according to the Bees, Wasps, & Ants Recording
Society (BWARS), this only seems to involve
the buff-tailed bumble bee (Bombus terrestris).

As previously stated daughter queens have
been emerging from hibernation early and
starting their life cycle around October, instead
of February onwards. Most sightings of winter-
foraging bees have come from cities and towns
in England, with gardens being one of their
most common foraging locations.

Research into the early appearance of bees by
researchers at Queen Mary University also
suggests that winter-active bumble bees can
bring back food to their nests more rapidly that
bees in the same location in the Summer. This
is because with fewer bees around there is less
competition and food availability is good.
Workers make shorter journeys, and return
with more pollen and nectar.

Solitary Bees

These are highly unlikely to be seen in Winter.
Once mating is over the adults die and the eggs
that have been laid spend the Winter as larvae,
pupae, or even newly emerged adults which
remain in a dormant state in their nest cells.

Different species emerge after Winter at
different times. For example, red mason bees
emerge in the Spring, whilst leaf cutter bees
emerge in the Summer.

courtesy of Gardeners World Magazine

Honey Bees need Winter assistance

Remember that the BBKA reported that a third
of honey bee colonies died during last Winter,
so make sure that your bees have the best
chance to survive - check the members website
for timely advice.

Photo sources - Bumble Bee, The Guardian - Solitary Bee, urbanpollinators.blogspot.com
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Fashion Prediction
This fancy bejewelled bee image marks the

arrival of the New Year with a fashion
prediction - that our new queens will be

wearing green this year !

As you know colours are used each year to
indicate the hatching year of the queen, and
various ‘aid memoirs' are used to remember

which colour for which year. Such as the
mnemonic suggested by Dave Cushman -

‘What You Rear Green Bees’, or perhaps ‘Be
Warned You Require Gloves’.

But maybe for a more simpler and thorough
explanation see the table opposite.

Queen Colour Years Ending with
Numbers

Blue 0 5

White 1 6

Yellow 2 7

Red 3 8

Green 4 9

  Apiary News
Brockham Apiary Devastated by Flood Waters
The human tragedies and disruptions that
unfolded during Christmas Eve, in the wake of
gale force winds, exceptional rainfall and record
river levels, were undoubtedly more significant
than the loss of colonies of bees.
But the scene (right) that Malcolm Fry, our
Brockham Apiary Manager, found that morning
would be distressing for any beekeeper.
After an hour or so cutting fallen trees between
his home and the A217, by the time he arrived
at Brockham, rapidly rising flood water had
already demolished the apiary. Water levels
were well above wading depth and had also put
adjacent properties under water.
The apiary is used to raise queens and practice
queen rearing techniques. During 2013, colony
numbers had been built up from 3 to the 8, and
by Autumn they were in a good state with new
queens and plenty of feed…....and it looked as
if the bees in all 8 hives had perished.
Located by the River Mole, Malcolm had never
seen water nearer than twenty feet away, but
estimates the level had risen ten feet or more,
completely flooding the site. Hives had been
lifted off their high stands and most had turned
over with weight of the roofs. Fortunately the
surrounding blackberry bushes prevented them
from floating or being washed away by the
swollen river that must have been over 100 feet
wide when in full flow during Christmas Eve.

Malcolm then managed to go on to Henfold
Copse apiary, that had fared better with all
trees standing, the ground a little wet, and only
two hive roofs blown off. These were put back
on, and despite the hives getting wet, bees
were moving in both.
During Christmas Day no less, Celia Perry and
Tom Moreman found and managed to put
some surviving bees at Brockham into a clean
hive; and recovered all the boxes, floors and
roofs etc. and take them back to Malcolm’s
house. Now there remains a very empty apiary
with much work to do in 2014.

Click here for Malcolm’s full report and more
photos on the Members Website.
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