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BBKA 
  REIGATE DIVISION 

OF THE SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
 

Chairman’s Report for 2013 
 
Last year my overriding thoughts summarising the year were on the awful weather, this year once again I cannot help but focus on the 
same thing. We had winter and then summer. Colonies were very poor shape by June when thankfully summer arrived and we had 
several months of ideal weather for bees. The very slow start affected the number of swarms which in turn have affected our new 
beekeepers opportunities to get bees which is very unfortunate. But now in October things look much better. Our Henfold apiary is in 
pretty good shape for the most part, better than last year. The suspension of the use of neonicotinoides was welcome news. 
 
The year has been a success for Reigate Beekeepers, record membership, a fantastic show and good progress on the development of our 
teaching apiary at Henfold Lane.  
 
Membership 
At the end of our financial year we had a total of 246 members which was up from 229 the previous year. Both summer and winter 
meetings were very well attended with up to 40 people coming to winter meetings and an average of 50 coming to the summer apiary 
meetings.  
 
Henfold Lane 
2012 was a pretty awful year at Henfold because of the wash out summer which meant that many meetings were cancelled and those 
that weren’t regularly required people to be pulled out of the mud that was ever present through the summer.  This year was a very 
different story. Thanks to Andrew Buchanan’s efforts we had a new surface laid before the start of the season which meant that we could 
get access to the apiary without needing a tractor even though the weather was very wet and cold for the first few weeks. And then from 
June the weather turned and we had very good beekeeping weather for virtually the rest of the season. Attendances were good all year. 
Thanks to Roy Cottington again for his work maintaining the grounds, to Coral Lloyd who comes to our summer and winter meetings and 
not only organises tea and coffee but also brings the most delicious homemade biscuits and to Colin Clement who was always the first on 
site on a Wednesday looking for jobs to do. Thanks too to Erica Maurer for getting our planning application passed for a training facility 
on the site, more on our efforts to get funding later. I would most like to thank the large number of people who agreed to be mentors 
and trainers on the hives this year. It is incredibly important to the division that people step forward and take on roles in lots of areas but 
the key role is most definitely in helping new beekeepers get practical experience.  
 
Apiaries 
It has been a very difficult year this year in all the division’s apiaries because of the bad winter and non-existent spring. We have been 
playing catch up all summer. This had the result of depressing our honey crop and making us focus on increasing the number of hives in 
the apiaries and making sure that hives were strong enough to take into the next winter. Thanks are due once again to our apiary 
managers, Tim Hall (Henfold), Malcolm Fry (Brockham), Andy Robinson (Mickleham), Mike Hill (South Holmwood), Alec Bourhill 
(Buckland) and Richard Stuart (Quartermaster). Once again, we are grateful to Boxhill School for the use of our apiary site, to Martin and 
Louise Smith for the use of the Brockham site, to Mr and Mrs Laurenson for access to Buckland and Nick McGill for our site at South 
Holmwood. 
 
Training and Education 
We ran the usual winter beginners course this year. The beginner’s course had 22 attendees and was run over ten weeks hosted by David 
Rudland. Following on from this the summer practical training was as popular as ever with 2 hives used for training for the Basic exam, 7 
hives for beginners and 2 more for improvers training, the improvers planned to do queen rearing and colony increase this year but the 
late year and slow development of the hives made this impossible. The group will have another try on 2014 using the best of the 
overwintered colonies. Bob Maurer organised our annual ‘mock basic’ exam again at Henfold Lane. As a result 7 Reigate members passed 
their Basic Assessments. Well done to you all.  We now have 82 holders of the basic certificate. I say this every year but if you haven’t 
done the basic exam then you should as it is both a good way of becoming a better beekeeper, a good reason to come on Wednesday’s 
through the summer and fun to boot. In addition this year, Alan Berridge and Andrew Cornwall passed module 1, Alan Berridge passed 
module 3. Celia Perry passed module 6 with a distinction and module 8 with a credit and was subsequently awarded the Advanced Theory 
Certificate with distinction for passing all the module examinations. Well done to everyone who passed an examination this year 
especially Celia. We also held a very successful taster day in July which was well attended and resulted in a number of new faces at the 
apiary for the rest of the summer. Bob Maurer, Audrey Gill and I conducted basic assessments for other divisions in Surrey and 
neighbouring counties.  
 
Bee Health 
Bee clinics were held at the beginning and end of the season. Thanks to all the microscopists and helpers who made the days possible. 
We always need help in this area and even more importantly bee samples for testing! When bees do not thrive either in the spring or in 
the summer it is often a result of high levels of Nosema. Given there were reasonable numbers of colonies that tested positive for 
Nosema it is reasonable to assume that there are a good number of colonies amongst members that could do with some TLC. In the 
spring particularly there is a very effective treatment for this once identified involving medicinal treatment and comb change which might 
well be the difference between happy and productive bees and disappointment for the beekeeper. Bring your bees to the clinic this spring 
and learn how to check your own bees for disease. 
 
Summer Shows and Winter Meetings 
As usual many of us have helped at shows throughout the season. These shows are very important to us in fulfilling the aims of our 
charity in terms of educating the public and also provide us with an outlet for our honey. We have been present at a great number of 
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events around the county. Thanks once again to Mike Hill for coordinating our shows and to all who helped. Our annual Honey Show had 
another very successful day back at Priory school. It was widely considered to be the best show we have had for many years. The 
number of competition entries was also a recent high at 167. The forage display put together by Richard Bradfield was really excellent 
and the children’s table was fantastic and very popular. Huge thanks are due to Maggie Minter and Celia Perry for the effort they put in to 
making the show so special. Thanks too to the many people who helped with set up and running of the show on the day. Malcolm Fry 
won the Reigate cup for most points and Bob Maurer the ‘best in show’ Blue Ribbon for the piece of wax class. The Andrew Buchanan 
cup, new this year for the junior with the most points was won in its inaugural year by Mathew Bigwood. This year Bob Maurer took over 
the Chair at the National Honey Show where Reigate achieved second place for 6 jars of honey from a branch apiary. 
 
Our monthly meetings through the winter at Woodhatch were well attended and very popular. This year we had excellent talks from 
David Aston on pollinators, Adam Leitch on photographing bees, Roger Patterson on Queen rearing and Bob Maurer on Microscopy. Our 
early season lunch at the Black Horse pub, Reigate, was well attended as usual.  Our summer BBQ in July was our fourth BBQ at Henfold 
Lane and was on the same day as the basic examinations.  We ended the summer season with what is becoming a standing fixture, a 
very enjoyable bowling evening at the Surrey Oaks pub in Newdigate.  
 
Extraction 
This year as a result of the small honey crop extraction was done on a small scale in Andrew Cornwall’s sister’s kitchen. The crop itself 
was approximately 190 pounds. Many thanks to Andrew, Celia Perry and Vince Gallo who did the extraction.  
 
Swarm Control 
I refer you to Richard Woodhouse’s excellent report on our swarm management this year. The key point I would draw from his report is 
that swarms were down again on the previous year. This year our team received 130 calls (172 last year), 43 (84) swarms were taken 
and 23 (49)  Reigate members received at least one swarm. The key statistic for me is the smaller number of new members receiving 
swarms. Getting our members bees is a key part of our service. Clearly we can do nothing about the conditions which have led to this 
situation we will just have to hope that there are more swarms in 2014 as a result of a good spring and imperfect beekeeping!! 
 
Farmers Market 
Eddie Webster, Richard Woodhouse, Malcolm Broatch, Cyril Humphries and other members have attended markets throughout the year 
have used the opportunity to publicise our division and activities. They are always happy to have help on the last Friday of the month if 
you have some time. 
 
Library 
The library has been run this year by Vince Gallo from home. The library is available on the web site and Vince will be very happy to 
arrange for book collection/return if you contact him. Many thanks to Vince for running this for the division. 
 
Newsletter and Website 
The newsletter and website, represented on the committee by Jack Chapman and managed by Richard Bradfield and Graham Pooley have 
been produced by the team to a very high standard throughout the year. This time last year I recall debate about how we can keep the 
website up to date and how we can get information to our members. This issue has been addressed comprehensively and then more. For 
example I entered our honey show from the web site this year and it could not have been easier. As with all publications, the newsletter 
is hungry for content. If you would like to write a few words or submit an interesting picture then please get in touch with Graham or 
Richard.  
 
Auction 
This year once again it was organised and run by Andy Robinson who once again did his usual fine job as auctioneer. The auction 
contributed nearly £360 to divisional funds as well as being a very enjoyable event.  
 
Conclusion 
As I mentioned earlier when talking about Henfold Lane, funding and grants are an important issue for us at the moment. We have 
ambitions to set up a teaching facility at Henfold Lane to provide year round educational facilities for Bee keepers in the South of 
England. Recently we have been entered by Andrew Cornwall into the Heart of the Community awards run by the Surrey Mirror. The 
outcome is uncertain but I want to thank Andrew and Celia Perry for the effort they are putting in to getting us the funds we need to 
achieve our ambition. 
 
As I mention every year we and you can always achieve more if you offer your time and expertise. Swarm collection, training, fetes and 
shows, apiary management, there are lots of options. If you have ideas or suggestions for next season, or if you are able to contribute 
some time to implement ideas then please talk to a committee member. I would especially like to urge members to consider taking over 
the management of the Beekeeping stall at their local fete. We have a presence at about 20 events every summer and we struggle some 
times to get resource to man the stand. A couple of years ago Mike Hill persuaded me to take over the Okewood Hill fair from him and I 
have been running the Wotton and Abinger fair’s beekeeping stand for a few years. I get a great deal of pleasure and involvement with 
my local community by participating and have met a lot of people who have provided me with sites for bees. So please come forward and 
get involved in your own local event. You will get support from Reigate Beekeepers with Information and bees. Have a go! 
 
Thanks to all the committee members who have given their time and effort to make Reigate Division a success. I would like to single out 
Andrew Buchanan for his tireless efforts in very many areas but especially the surfacing of the entrance to Henfold Lane. Also Maggie 
Minter for the fantastic annual show and Celia Perry for her efforts both in grant applications and examinations. 
 
 
 
Paul Cleaver                                                                                      9th November 2013 
                                                       


