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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews November 2013

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Photo opportunity of the Month

Honey Show Winner !

First Place for ‘A Photograph -
Subject related to beekeeping’ was
awarded to Mary Smith for this
celebration of the diversity of urban
foraging.
“I feel very proud of my beautiful
bees!” says Mary, who’s
photograph titled ‘Pollen Colours’
was up against 10 other entries on
the day.

Read the Honey Show reports in this
edition, and together with full listings
of all the Class placing's, Trophy
winners  and pictures of the event on
our Members website.

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Nov, Sat 9th BBKA Modules 1,2,3,5 & 7  Exams Click here contact Celia Perry

Nov, Wed 13th Reigate Division AGM and Awards (19:30 - 21:30)
Officers Reports + rewarding Exam & Honey Show efforts.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Nov, Sat 16th Sussex BKA Annual Convention (9:00-17:00) Click here Uckfield Civic Centre

Nov, Sat 16th Hampshire BKA Annual Convention (8:30-17:15) Click here
Sparsholt College,
Winchester

Nov, Sat 30th Surrey BKA Training Day (10:30 - 14:30) Click here
Dan Basterfield discusses ‘Predators, Pest and Diseases’.

East Horsley Village Hall
Sandra Rickwood

Dec, Wed 4th Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Heather Hawker (Wax Chandlers) will give a talk on… Wax.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Dec, Sat 7th Surrey BKA AGM + Talk (18:30 - 19:30)
after AGM talk by Celia Davis on ‘Doing Things Better’

Claygate
Sandra Rickwood

Jan, Wed 8th Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)   Andrew Cornwall
presents ‘Five Common Misconceptions about Evolution’

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

Dates for your Diary

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/02/26/bbka-exam-applications/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/02/sbka-training-day-predators-pests-diseases/
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

It’s been all about the Honey
Congratulations to all those who were rewarded with placing's in their Classes, whether they
achieved First’s or Commendations in our own Honey Show, or in ‘The National’. But also
especially well done to ALL those that may not yet have won the Judges’ favour, but
never-the-less had a go. Hopefully you will have learned a little or a lot about what to do and
what not to do for next year. And one thing you must do in 2014 is to enter something, either
again, or maybe for the first time.

This edition continues our explanations of Hive Roles, why Stings Sting and just what is this
stuff that our bees manage to ‘weld’ the hive boxes together with. We also have some timely
views and tips about insulating hives. Also featured is an article about work that has started on
creating a significant wildflower area within the Henfold apiary. It heralds the proposed launch
of regular ‘Horticultural News’ items in next months to give the ‘Honey Recipes’ a rest.

Do not forget our AGM on the 13th of this month. Don’t worry about turning up and being roped
onto the committee. If you haven't already been head hunted, we believe the formal nominations
and elections are quite safe to attend. But what is important is for members to attend, to hear
from, support and even ask questions of the Officers about all the functions of the Division that
keep things ticking along.
All Officers reports (excepting the Treasurers) should be available on-line before the AGM and
a limited number of printed reports will be available at the AGM, including the Treasurers Report.
So you might want to bring your reading glasses (and an abacus) to speed read that one.
And after all that, we can celebrate and applaud some of those Honey Show … and the years
BBKA Exam triumphs, as Certificates and Trophies are awarded to members.  See you there.

Richard & Graham

http://rbkbblog.com
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 Events News
Reigate Honey Show reports & results from Maggie Minter & Celia Perry

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

The Honey Show Competition
The Priory School Gym was a better venue for
the competition show, being more accessible
and visible to visitors.
We had a very full show bench with 169 entries,
although ‘on the day’ several entries were not
submitted for various reasons. Judges Mike
and Liz Duffin having driven all the way from
the New Forest, rose to the challenge of the
record number and completed judging in record
time.
Congratulations to the many winners. In
particular, Bob Maurer won the Blue Ribbon
for ‘Best in Show’ and Malcolm Fry won the
Reigate Cup for ‘most points in show’.
The Blue Ribbon, given by the National Honey
Show, entitles the winner to free entry to ‘The
National’ that year. So, thank you to the
National Honey Show for this, and free entry
award as part of the first prize for the Novice
Class, won this year by Andrew Boagey.

Trophies will
be presented
at the AGM in

November.

Next year we will be implementing a system
for collection of entries when the show closes,
so that people take home the correct exhibit
and not that of someone else!

Celia

The full report from Celia, with a complete list
of placing's for all Classes, details of who won
what trophy, and a photo gallery of the show
benches, can be seen on the Members website.

Click here

Complete details of all placing's are provided
in Mike Hill’s tables. Click here

The Honey Show Exhibition
All my meanderings about our Honey Show can
be read in full on our website, click here, with
some  trimmed down trivia to read here ...

1.Well over 532 visitors were counted before
those on visitor counting duties … lost count.

2.And that count included about 187 children.

3.For at least 150 visitors, it was their first
time at one of our shows. So big thanks to
Andrew Cornwall for his pre show publicity.

4.The sun shone, after Friday night’s soaking.

5.Much mead was sampled, including by the
Mayor. My mead won the public vote, with
Celia’s 2nd and Malcolm’s 3rd . Sorry Eddie!

6.My partner’s mum filled 60 plus packets with
6 mg of wild flower and a pinch of corn cockle
seeds. Bless her!! Many thanks to
ReallyWildflowers.com for the 50% discount.

7.And thanks also to Celia’s brother-in-law
who added the labels to the packets.

8.Nearly all the table cloths were borrowed
from a local flower association or members.

9.Many moved furniture, fetched kit from
Henfold and beyond, baked cakes, gave up
time, brought plants, loaned stands, donated
flowers, constructed posters and badges; all
enabling us to set up and put on a good show.

10.Mike Hill and Celia worked largely unseen
managing competition entries.

11.Many, even dressed in bee suits, handed
out leaflets in the street!

12.Nigel is already booked for skep making!

13.We didn’t run out of candle wick!

14.Finally … who walked off with my bulbs?

Seriously fellow bee keepers, without the
contribution and support of you all, the Honey
Show wouldn’t have been a success. So next
year … if you see me with a clip board bee kind
and volunteer again. Many thanks, Maggie

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/10/31/reigate-beekeepers-honey-show-2013-competition-results-report/
http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/honey-show-final-results-for-2013.pdf
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/10/15/reigate-beekeepers-honey-show-2013-exhibition-report/


November 2013

All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Page 4

Reigate Beekeepers
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 13th November 2013,
commencing 7:30pm

 at Woodhatch Community Centre, Whitebeam
Drive, Woodhatch, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 7LS

The formal Agenda is being circulated by
email with the publication notice of this
edition of  and is also available to be
viewed and downloaded to print if required
from the website. click here

After initial formalities, Reports from the
Chairman, Treasurer and other Officers will
be presented and considered.
With the exception of the Treasurers Report,
that is only distributed at the meeting, all
others should be available before the
meeting to view and to download to print if
required from the website. click here
There will be an Election of the Divisions
Officers and Representatives to SBKA and
the Surrey Show Committee, and
Nomination for Trustee to SBKA.
Honey Show Trophies and BBKA Exam
Certificates will then be presented.
‘Any Other Business’ matters raised will then
be considered, before the meeting closes.

The next AGM is will be on
Wednesday 12th November 2014

Notice is hereby given that the

135th Annual General Meeting
of the

Surrey Beekeepers’ Association
will be held on

Saturday 7th December 2013
in Claygate at 1.15pm.

The meeting will be followed by a talk by
well known beekeeper,

Celia Davis on ‘Doing Things Better’

Venue – Holy Trinity Church Hall, Church
Road,

Claygate, Surrey. KT10 0JP.
The meeting will be hosted

by Kingston Division

AGM NoticesNational Honey Show

If a few (but only very very few) of our
members used our own show as a warm-up for
the BIG event at “The National”  in Weybridge
on the 24th-26th October, it was to good effect.

The new-this-year Class 19, ‘Six Jars Honey
Produced by a Branch Apiary’, was open to
British Isles inc RoI and NHS Members. And
Reigate Division achieved a very creditable
2nd place to Croydon’s 1st place.
Thanks must go to Celia Perry for finding and
preparing the cream of the Henfold crop from
the Division’s Extraction Day.

1st place in the SBKA
Class 148 for ‘One Comb
for Extraction’, went to
Andrew Boagey who
received the Hood
Chalice trophy.
For ‘Most points achieved
in SBKA Classes 141-
154’, (Honey, Beeswax
& Mead) Andrew was
also rewarded with the
Coronation Cup.

The WJ 1968 Cup, was
jointly retained for a
second year by Bob
Maurer & Celia Perry
for being the ‘Reigate
Members with the most
points in Open Classes’.

Trophies were awarded during the Saturday
afternoon by BBKA Chairman, Dr David Aston.

For full report and results for Reigate click here.
For all NHS results, and loads of photo’s, visit
the National Honey Show’s website click here

Make a promise to yourself now to enter … and
visit ‘The National’ next year.

http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/rbka-agm-2013-agenda.pdf
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/10/22/reigate-beekeepers-agm-13th-november/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/10/27/national-honey-show-reigate-success/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/2013.shtml
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Cultivation of Wildflowers in Henfold Copse a report by Roy Cottington
  Apiary News

This year, Roy was asked by Andrew
Buchanan to compile a report detailing the
development of a meadow flower area in the
Copse. His report is published in full on the
Members website (click here) and summarised
here …

It was agreed that the apiary area where the
hives are located needed improvement and a
wildflower meadow had been suggested as a
worthwhile project. This summary (and the full
report) sets out the work and time scales
involved. The wildflower area will greatly
enhance the existing area aesthetically and
provide additional bee foraging opportunities.
Transforming the existing agricultural pasture
into a self-sufficient wildflower meadow will
require some commitment over a three to four
year period.

1st Phase: Preparing the Site
Existing grass and weeds will need to be
cleared. To avoid weed killers, the annual plant
commonly known as Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus
minor) will be used. The grass has to be
mown/cut as low as possible so that Yellow
rattle seeds can be sown on bare soil. Since
Yellow rattle germinates before grass, it
restricts the ability of the grass – in some
circumstances by 50% - to develop a normal
root structure. Work
on clearing the site
and sowing Yellow
rattle seed purchased
during October is now
well under way and
should be completed
by mid to end of
October 2013. Yellow rattle sown in the autumn
of the first year will germinate in late February
/ early March and flower in June. Seeds are set
in July and when the plants die back, bare
patches are left enabling the cultivation of other
plants.

2nd Phase: Second Sowing of Yellow Rattle
A second autumn grass cutting and a further
sowing of Yellow rattle should take place in
2014. This will enable additional space to be
created for further wildflower planting/sowing.

3rd Phase: 3rd & 4th Year Management
By the middle of the third year decisions about
the need for more Yellow rattle sowings and
choice of wildflowers will be needed. Hopefully
by this time, most of the area will be able to be
sown with wildflowers and excess  Yellow rattle
controlled by cutting back the plant before
seeds are set (June). An annual mowing of the
meadow once seeds have been produced and
broadcast will further increase our stock.

Help and Patience Requested
Comments, suggestions, experience, skills and
offers of help with this project will be very much
welcome.
(Do please contact Roy; either directly, or use
the Comments box below.)
Ultimately the existence of a thriving wildflower
meadow will be a lasting legacy to be enjoyed
by future members.

In the early phases there will be some
inconvenience to members. Next year we will
be urging people not to walk across the circle
and other areas where seeds have been sown
to ensure that seedlings/plants have every
opportunity to become well established.

Roy Cottington October 2013

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

The increasing recognition of the value of year
round, high yielding forage for our bees got us
thinking it would be appropriate to dedicate a
regular section of BeeNews to horticulture.

Roy’s article above provides a great
introduction to features we hope to commence
in the December edition.
Can you help us build on Roy’s efforts and
Maggie’s inspired ‘Food for Foragers’ show
theme by perhaps contributing ‘light green’
fingered articles, suggestions or even questions
about what’s good to plant and grow near your
apiary … and how?           Richard & Graham

  Horticultural News      -  coming soon

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/10/31/blooming-wild-in-henfold/ 
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
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 Members News                                                                       Membership 244

Many thanks to all who have renewed their
subscriptions already. My job is so much easier
if I don’t have to chase up late renewals.
This year BDI have introduced an Internet
based method of issuing the insurance
confirmation. This will save a huge amount of
work for our treasurer who will no longer need
to handwrite the multiple carbon copy forms
which has been necessary up till now. When we
have learned how to ‘drive’ the system you will
receive your membership card as normal (by
hand at a meeting or by post) but the BDI
certificate will arrive by email.
For those who have no email, a printed version
will be sent as normal.

However, although we have got off to a good
start, as yet more than half of the membership
have not yet renewed.

To continue receiving BeeCraft next year I need
to have your subscription before November
25th. On that date I shall cancel BeeCraft
subscriptions for those who have not paid.

If you have already lost the email which I sent
last month, just ask for another, from
mikehillbees@googlemail.com

Once again many thanks to those who have
already responded.

Mike Hill

Subscription Renewals a message and reminder from Mike Hill

Questions & Answers

Please send your questions and queries to the editors and we will seek out
an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - What causes the bee sting reaction ?
The venom contains protein and other
substances which cause the sharp paining
sensation that lasts for about half a minute
from the time of stinging. The body reacts to
an invasion of any allergen ( bee sting venom
in this case) by producing antibodies to
neutralize the invasion and remove it from
circulation.

The two antibodies produced to cope with bee
venom are Immunoglobin G (IgG) and
Immunoglobin E (IgE). The IgG level in the
body increases with each sting to a certain
level; this antibody gives the body protection
by binding or blocking the venom, but it has a
relatively short ‘memory’ and the level falls off
during the inactive season - although it will
gradually build up over a number of years.

The other antibody, IgE, can be more
troublesome when produced in the body since
its reaction with bee venom results in the
production of histamine. This histamine acts to
isolate the poison; the tissues are flooded with
a liquid buffer which causes swelling and
subsequent itching. This response by the body
is intended to be protective, but in certain
people, as we know from the article in last
months , it leads to shortage of breath,

swelling of the bronchial tubes, a fall in blood
pressure and a general slowing down of the
body functions to stop the venom spreading;
and the victim goes into shock.
If the IgG is present in greater concentrations
than IgE, the venom is blocked and little or no
swelling will result; but in people having a high
IgE level, the IgG has a minimal effect and a
sting will produce a large histamine reaction,
i.e. allergy to bee stings.

As already stated, some people have a very
high IgE level or low IgG, and in others the IgE
component can build up to an abnormally high
level and stay there for reasons not yet well

understood; these
people will suffer an
allergic reaction to
being stung, and even
individuals who were
not previously allergic
to bee stings may
start to become so.

When the bee stings, the amount of venom that
actually makes it through the skin is important,
so scrape off and remove the stinger as quickly
as possible.

                       courtesy of Steve Ganner
Blackburn & East Lancs BKA

mailto:mikehillbees@googlemail.com
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Propolis is a resinous mixture that bees collect
from tree buds, sap flows, or other botanical
sources. It is used as a sealant for unwanted
open spaces in the hive. Propolis is used for
small gaps (up to 5 or 6 mm), while larger
spaces are usually filled with beeswax. Its
colour varies depending on its botanical source,
the most common being dark brown. Propolis
is sticky at and above room temperature, 20°C.
At lower temperatures, it becomes hard and
very brittle below 5°C.

‘Propolis’ comes from the Greek ‘pro’, meaning
‘before’ and ‘polis’, or ‘city’, and its use by bees
to reduce the entrance to their ‘city’.

The composition of propolis varies a lot
depending on the season and the locality, the
main components are as follows:

● Resin 50%
● Wax and fatty acids 30%
● Essential oils 10%
● Pollen 5%
● Other compounds 5%

This final 5% is what makes things really
interesting. Propolis is a very complex
substance. A 1998 study by A H Banskota of
Toyama Medical and Pharmaceutical University
in Japan found an amazing 300 components.
Some of these components are what make
propolis such a great natural antibiotic and
anti-fungal agent.

What do bees use Propolis for ?

● To reinforce the structural stability of the
hive, including cell walls, and assist the
transmission of waggle dance vibration.

● To make the hive more defensible by sealing
alternate, or large  entrances.

● To prevent diseases and parasites from
entering the hive, and to inhibit fungal and
bacterial growth.

● To prevent putrefaction within the hive. Bees
usually carry waste out and away from the
hive. However, if a mouse, finds its way into
the hive the bees will attack the mouse, and
four or five stings are enough to kill it. If they
are unable to carry the mouse out through
the hive entrance, they will  seal the carcass
in propolis, essentially mummifying it and
making it odourless and harmless. The

ancient Egyptians are known to have used
propolis just like this in their embalming
process.

● Bees also use propolis to varnish brood cells,
and mixed with beeswax to make cell lids.
This helps protect against infections because
of the antibacterial properties of propolis.

How can you collect Propolis ?

Propolis can be collected by using special
frames under the crown board or a grille that
replaces the inner cover of the hive. The bees
don’t like all the holes in the grille and proceed
to ‘repair’ these windy gaps. After a while the
grille is removed and placed in a freezer to
make the propolis more brittle, then the grille
can be flexed a little and the propolis cracks
and falls off. You can also just scrape it off.

What do we use Propolis for ?

Propolis, like other bee products, has been used
by mankind since ancient times. The Egyptians
used it for healing. In ancient Greece Aristotle
recommended it for treating wounds, and
Roman Centurions carried it in their first-aid
kits for the same purpose.

Even today it is used in Africa, as it always has
been, as a medicine and an adhesive.

It is widely acknowledged that propolis can kill
a wide range of micro-organisms such as
bacteria, viruses and fungi, and is therefore an
accepted treatment for wounds.

Since the mid-1980s there has been a growing
revival in the use of propolis as people have
turned towards complementary medicines. The
biggest importer of propolis is Japan. It may be
this revival in propolis and the resultant

Question - What is Propolis ?
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increase in its commercial value that has
prompted more research into its effects on
health, and we have recently uncovered some
new and interesting benefits. For example, a
study by Duarte S and others in 2006 showed
that propolis could be useful in preventing tooth
decay. Even more recently, scientists have
started to uncover tentative evidence for some
of the more dramatic claims that are made for
this substance. For example, a 2009 study by
M Demestre and others at the Universitaets
Klinikum Eppendorf in Hamburg, Germany,
reported that propolis had been used
successfully to kill certain types of human
cancer cells that had been introduced into mice.

Despite all of this research we still have
nowhere near a complete understanding of this
product and its benefits. The research is of
varying quality, and the conclusions about
health benefits, although positive, can only be
viewed as preliminary.

The following are some examples of the
available products using propolis.
● Liquid Extract – this usually comes in a

bottle with a dropper and can be used on
cuts, ear infections and as a mouth rinse.

● Capsules – these contain a dose of propolis
extract and are probably the closest you
should get to taking the raw thing.

● Toothpaste – packaged in a tube just like
regular toothpaste, this is a natural
alternative to fluoride-based toothpastes.

● Throat sprays – these often combine other
herbal extracts with propolis and are used as
an alternative treatment for sore throats.

● Lip balm – this takes advantage of the
healing properties of propolis for cracked and
dry lips.

● Lozenges – these are often a mix of honey
and propolis and are used for their possible
antibacterial properties.

Propolis can cause an allergic reaction in some
people – and it could be serious. So if you are
concerned about this, seek the advice of your
physician before you take or use propolis.

Propolis also has a number of other uses
ranging from stringed instrument makers (such
as the violin), who use it to enhance the
appearance of the wood grain; as a component
of some varnishes; and it is used in many
polishes.

           adapted from an article by Blackburn &
East Lancs BKA

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

Lots more information on the Members Website

Please remember with the new format of
 and its integration with the Members

Website we now only feature key event
articles in .

However, lots more information about
Reigate Beekeepers activities, plus the
events of other organisations, including

training courses and exam information, and
event reports are posted on the website.

The website information also includes a
comprehensive calendar of ‘diary dates’.

Click the links for more events information

Did you know ?

Fresh onion applied to a bee sting is soothing and healing.

Apply onion juice or rub the freshly cut surface of an onion onto the stung area (after
scratching off the sting). Try it – it is very effective.

Bee Facts

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/future-events/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/courses-exams/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/event-reports/
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/future-events/
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  Topical News
Hive Heat Retention is important - especially in Winter
We know how important the temperature inside
a bee hive is to the survival and development
of the bees, and that there are even special
‘heater bees’ whose role it is to help warm the
brood nest during the Summer breeding
season. But what about the Winter ?
In Winter the bees ‘cluster’ and they try to keep
the core of this around 35°C. The very lowest
the temperature can drop to is 13°C. Any lower
and the colony will die. Some sources offer
different exact temperatures, but they are all
similar. The numbers quoted here are drawn
from Internet searches, and from ‘The Biology
of The Honey Bee’, by Mark L. Winston.
So how do the bees manage to keep the heart
of their cluster at 35°C ? (Remember, bees only
heat the cluster, the rest of the hive is around
the same temperature as that outside the hive.)
When temperature outside the hive drops to
about 18°C the bees start form their cluster.
An outer shell of bees line up side-by-side,
facing into the cluster to create a thermal
barrier. At this point, the body heat of the outer
layer of bees supplies enough warmth to
maintain the bees inside the cluster.  This outer
layer of bees can be one bee-layer thick, or can
build up to a number of bee-layers in thickness.
The bees on the inside can still walk around
over the comb and sometimes eat a little honey.
Periodically bees switch places, with ones from
the inner core taking up a position on the outer
core to allow the outer bees to go ‘inside’.
Just like there is a minimum temperature for
the heart of the cluster (13°C), the outer shell
also has a minimum temperature, 8°C. If the
outer shell drops below this temperature, the
bees can no longer move their flight muscles,
they will fall off the cluster and die.
Bees will begin to cluster when the outside
temperature is just above 18°C. When the
temperature drops to 18°C the cluster becomes
a compact shell of motionless bees. At this point
the body heat of the bees lined up side-by-side
on the outer shell generates enough heat to
keep the colony warm. Remember, this layer
can be many bee-layers deep.
At 5°C the cluster can still be quite large, and
can cover 8 to ten frames. As temperatures fall

from around 5°C to -5°C the cluster begins to
contract.  When the outside temperature hits
-5°C the outer shell of bees will start to flex
their thorax muscles. These are attached to the
wings, but the wings don’t move, just their
muscles. This generates heat rather like human
isometric exercises.
If it keeps getting colder, the cluster will keep
contracting. This contraction explains why in a
really cold winter, or when over-wintering hives
with small populations, the bees can die
surrounded by honey. They simply cannot leave
their cluster to go get the honey.
As supplies dwindle where the cluster has
formed, the bees will move up. They seldom
move to the sides. After all, going up between
the frames is far less work than moving the ball
of bees around all the frames.
There is a growing consensus about the benefit
of improved hive insulation, but little
information appears to be available about the
best way to improve the insulation of a hive,
or the ‘thermal qualities’ of various hive types.
Which is why an article about a recent talk
given to the Bournemouth & South Dorset BKA
caught the eye of the editors.
Temperatures in different hives were measured
during the Winter. A cedar national indicated
13°C at the top and 7°C at the bottom; a poly
national 21°C and 15°C and a cedar national
with 25 mm of foam insulation indicated 25°C
and 11°C. Interestingly a mock tree hive
indicated 50°C and 22°C. (The tall space with
a narrow top and a small entrance being the
most efficient.)
So poly hives or insulated hives appear twice
as good as plain cedar - but still not as good as
a ‘natural tree hive’ !!
Perhaps a good argument to insulate your hives
during Winter and help your bees if you can.
See ‘DIY Suggestions & Tips’ on page 11 of this

 edition for advice about hive insulation.

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/09/30/november-2013-beenews-comment/


November 2013

All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Continuing our occasional articles on the
various roles of bees within the colony - see the
September edition of  for articles about
‘Heater and Undertaker Bees’ - this month we
feature the robbing activity that some
beekeepers may have observed this Autumn.

When feeding your bees, after any honey flow
has ended, it is a prime time for robbing to
start, so you must be on the lookout for the
tell-tale signs as weaker colonies can be wiped
out.
Bees fighting outside a hive is an early sign of
robbing and can be confirmed by the flight of
the robber bees on approach – it is nervous and
erratic and in a characteristic ‘zig zag’ pattern.

Guard bees will
recognise this flight
pattern and will be on
high alert! If you watch
the entrance to the
hive carefully you will
observe the behaviour
of the guard bees. They
challenge and examine
all entrants for a period
of about 1-3 seconds
by antennal contact,

the time it takes to determine a nest mate from
an intruder - the nest mate will have the same
colony odour, recognisable to the guards.

If an intruder it is usually mauled by the guard
clamping onto a leg or a wing, and curling the
abdomen into a position enabling it to sting the
intruder. A fight ensues, and the robber is
marked with 2 heptanone from the mandibular
glands. Other guard bees recognise the alarm
and raise their abdomen and sting chamber,
releasing a further alarm pheromone, isopentyl
acetate that smells of bananas. The robber
struggles and may escape but sometimes is
stung and dies.

If the intruder has tried to enter the hive by
accident, when challenged, it often offers food
and begs its way into the hive.

If your sense of smell is good you will be able
to smell the alarm pheromone ‘banana scent’
released by the bees, and if you smell this when
examining the hive, be prepared for an attack,
or close up the hive till a later date.

When a robbed colony succumbs and silent
robbing ensues, the robbed colony continues
to work normally, while at the same time
robbers also enter and leave the hive. The only
tell tale sign now is the flight of the bees
returning directly to another hive. Also, robber
bees leaving the robbed hive, laden, will have
the rear legs forward as opposed to a bee
leaving the hive on a forage flight, unladen,
when the rear legs will be trailing askew.

Eventually, the robbed colony will be devoid of
stores, may abandon the nest or even die off.

When robbing starts in an apiary it is difficult
to stop it so it is important for the beekeeper
to know how to prevent it and what to do if
robbing has started.
Robbing is more often than not brought on by
the actions of the beekeeper. This can be due
to spilling sugar syrup on the floor when feeding
the bees, leaving brace comb in the apiary or
leaving hives open longer than is absolutely
necessary. So make sure you don’t do any of
these things. Also, make sure every hive or
nucleus is bee proof, the only way in being via
the entrance. Also important, when making up
nuclei to remain in the same apiary, don’t feed
the nuc for 4 or 5 days as any of the flying bees
returning to the parent hive could recruit nest
mates to return to the nuc for a feed and it
could be robbed out while in this vulnerable
state.

Feed your bees at dusk when flying has ceased
as this will reduce any excitement and the
darkness will prevent the flying bees from
leaving the hive and searching for the source
of food. Feed all your colonies at the same time.

With the brood nest getting smaller in late
Summer, the colony will also be shrinking in
size and there will be fewer guard bees on duty
so reduce the size of the entrance hole down
to about ‘four bees wide’ or 10 mm.

courtesy of Blackburn & East Lancs BKA
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DIY Suggestion
Making your own is

fun and saves money

  DIY Suggestions & Tips

Hive Insulation

The photographs in this article illustrate how
waste polystyrene packaging can be simply
used to create a insulation jacket for your hives.

With the clever use of wooden cocktail sticks
pieces of the polystyrene can be joined together
to make sections of the required dimensions
from smaller pieces.

Duct tape is also very useful when assembling
an insulation box around your hive.

Remember to create a suitable opening in the
insulation jacket to accommodate the hive
entrance and not impede the use of the landing
board by your bees.

And don’t forget to include some insulation
inside the hive roof, which is of course the most
critical area to improve the thermal efficiency
of your hive. If you don’t want to make a full

insulation jacket, placing a 50 mm layer of
insulation on top of the crown board - with a
suitable hole cut out for ventilation - will
significantly reduce heat loss from your hive.

Making such a insulation jacket from waste
packaging will cost very little and should take
you no more than two hours.

If you want to use a purpose made material
such as Celotex building insulation, 1.2 m x 2.4
m sheets, at 50 mm thickness (which is
probably the most appropriate), can be
purchased for around £20.

based on an idea and photos from Dennis Chow
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 Members Website

Visit the Reigate Members website for all the very latest information about Reigate
Beekeeper’s activities, and for further information about the articles and features mentioned
in , plus beekeeping advice and articles of interest.

Including Apiary News, Events News, Swarm Stories,
Library News, Who to Contact; plus External Notices,
and ‘This Month in the Apiary’, including Tips Checklist
and topical monthly Advice. Click Members Website

8 ounces Honey
4 ounces Butter or Margarine
4 ounces Currants
2 ounces Mixed Peel
4 ounces Sultanas
8 ounces Self Raising Flour
2 Eggs
a pinch of Nutmeg
a pinch of Salt
3 tablespoons Milk

Recipe (37) Mike’s Honey Cake

Cream the Butter, or margarine with the
Honey.
Sift the Flour, Salt and Nutmeg together.
Beat the Eggs and add to the creamed mixture
alternately with the Flour, Salt and Nutmeg
Add the rest of the ingredients and beat
lightly, adding milk if needed to form a soft
dropping consistency.
Bake in a greased 7” tin on the middle shelf of
the oven at 150°C /Gas Mark 2  for 1¼ - 1½
hours - test by inserting a clean knife, if it
draws out cleanly the cake is ready.

Favourite Reigate Recipes

This month we feature a Honey Cake recipe from Mike Hill’s collection that was used as
an entry in the Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show - but we don’t know if it won a prize !!.

This may be the last in this current series of favourite recipes.

We are considering introducing a new series focusing on information about
‘food for foragers’, with a particular emphasis on some of our local flora.

Contributions will be welcomed.

 Honey Recipes

Did you know ?

Medieval beliefs about bees: ‘Bees are the smallest of birds.

They are born from the bodies of oxen, or from the decaying flesh of slaughtered calves;
worms form in the flesh and then turn into bees. Bees live in community, choose the most
noble among them as king, have wars, and make honey. Their laws are based on custom,
but the king does not enforce the law; rather the lawbreakers punish themselves by
stinging themselves to death. Bees are afraid of smoke and are excited by noise. Each has
its own duty: guarding the food supply, watching for rain, collecting dew to make honey,
and making wax from flowers’. This is the basis of the Tate & Lyle Golden Syrup logo, with
bees. rising from the corpse of a lion.

Bee Facts
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