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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews September 2013

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Photo opportunity of the Month

Participants and onlookers at the end of Summer
season Skittles Session on 28th September were
bowled over by the winning team,  pictured here.
Consistency proved to be the key to success, as
many of the seven teams of four each, struggled
to find and hold their form. Emerging as the
winners after three rounds of bowling were (from
left) Colin and Allison Clement, Janet Jones
and Adam Leitch. So what was their secret
weapon? Maybe it was Adam, who also achieved
the highest individual total score.

Check out the website for more pictures.

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Sept, Wed 4th First Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Amanda Miller (Sussex BKA) will give a talk on Pollinators.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Sept, Wed 11th Winter Preparations ‘sign off’ (18:30 - 19:30)
Reviewing all hives to check & record their stautus.

Henfold Copse
Paul Cleaver

Sept, Sun 15th Banstead Downland Day
RBKA stall to sell products & promote beekeeping.

Banstead Downs
Mike Hill

Sept, Wed 25th
Entries to be with Celia for Module Exams on 9th Nov
The BBKA deadline 30th Sept, but they need to get there!

BBKA
Celia Perry

Oct, Wed 2nd Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Richard Stuart will give a talk about Spring Management.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Oct, Sat 12th Reigate Beekeepers Annual Honey Show
Showcasing and competing with this years efforts.

Priory School Reigate
Maggie Minter/Celia Perry

Oct, 24th - 26th The 82nd National Honey Show
plus beekeeping classes, lecture convention & workshops.

Weybridge
Bob Maurer

Nov, Sat 9th BBKA Modules 1,2,3,5 & 7 contact Celia Perry

Nov, Wed 13th Reigate Division AGM and Awards (19:30 - 21:30)
Officers Reports + rewarding Exam & Honey Show efforts.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Dec, Wed 4th Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Heather Hawker (Wax Chandlers) will give a talk on… Wax.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Dec, Sat 7th SBKA AGM + Talk (18:30 - 19:30)
after AGM talk by Celia Davis on ‘Doing Things Better’

Claygate
Sandra Rickwood

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

Dates for your Diary

http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Website Pheromone and Member’s Chemoreceptors.
As we drift into the start of our ‘Winter’ season, it hardly seems more than a few weeks ago that the
‘Summer’ season had actually started. Fortunately, even if we may have been slow to catch up and
make the most of the better weather, our bees have gone into overdrive and performed, in many cases,
some spectacular turn-arounds of fortune. If nothing else, they remind us that they have been surviving
adverse and changeable conditions for good few more aeons than we have. And much of that success
must be down to their ability to communicate.

This month, we provide some insights into just how our bees do communicate. And the more you read
about it, the more fascinating it becomes.

We also record a modest milestone in the life of the Members Website, as the 10,000th click on any post
was passed during August. And no, it’s not one post being viewed 10,000 times!

The deeper it is possible to delve into the website’s traffic statistics, the more intriguing it becomes
to understand who the website is communicating with. Is the websites pheromone reaching all corners
of the dispersed membership, or do only a few members seemingly have the appropriate receptors?
Those statistics can show us when and what content is being looked at. But you will be relieved to
know that we can not tell directly who is doing the looking. However one (of many) intriguing
questions we would like to find an answer for is why content is being looked at.

Do members only visit the website to find specific items of information? Or because they have been
prompted to visit via links either from B , or an email message like the one that possibly resulted in
this being read now. Or do members visit the site, possibly on a routine or irregular basis, just to find
out what’s new or maybe explore a previously unvisited section. (We especially like these members.)

Having been performing quite a ‘web dance’ since February, we would love to know how many of our
members have been following the directions we have been trying to communicate?

Richard & Graham

Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click here Members Website for lots more
information about Reigate Beekeepers, all the latest news and

http://rbkbblog.com
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 Events News

This year, we are returning to the Priory School
in Reigate as a venue for our Annual Reigate
Beekeepers Honey Show.
The event combines a competitive showing of
our own (and our bees) efforts during the year,
with beekeeping information and sales of
honeybee derived products to the visiting
public.
This is a major show-
case event for Reigate
Beekeepers, and the
theme for this years
show is “Food for
Foragers”.
Maggie Minter is
looking for support and help from all members
in the preparation of and running of stalls and
public displays on the day. For more details of
those requirements visit the website. Click
here.

Meanwhile, Celia Perry is organising the Honey
Show itself which has competition classes for
various products from the hive or related to
beekeeping. The Honey Show Schedule (a
four page document) provides full listings with
descriptions of the classes, rules of entry,
regulation recipes, instructions for obtaining
labels and details of the trophies to be won. It
is available now to view and  down-load/print
if needed from the website. Click here.

The Honey Show Open Classes are open … to
everyone. You don’t have to be a member to
enter, but only Reigate members will be eligible
to receive trophies. If you have non-beekeeping
partners or children who would like to enter
then there are Classes for cakes, biscuits,
sweets, photos and a host of other things that
don’t require the exhibitor to go anywhere near
a bee.
All that is asked is that each exhibit is entered
under the name of the person who made it.
There are three Children’s Classes which are
specifically for under 16 year olds. But children
can also enter adult classes as well if they wish.

Entry is free & registration is now open.
● For the easy to use and paperless

on-line registration system, Click here.
● For a registration form for printing

and posting or handing in, Click here.

Closing date for registrations to have been
received by Celia is October 5th 2013.
For more details and Ten Top Tips for showing,
visit the website now, Click here.

Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show - 12th October

Lots more events information on the Members Website

Please remember with the new format of
 and its integration with the Members

Website we now only feature key event
articles in .

However, lots more information about
Reigate Beekeepers activities, plus the
events of other organisations, including

training courses and exam information, and
event reports are posted on the website.

The website information also includes a
comprehensive calendar of ‘diary dates’.

Click the links for more events information

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

Reigate Beekeepers Extraction Day Report
Details of the extraction day will be posted on
the Members Website. Visit the site to read the
report of the day’s events prepared by Andrew
Cornwall.

photo source  uncapping honey - dishing thedivine.com

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/07/20/september-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/08/10/rbk-honey-show-2013/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/08/10/rbk-honey-show-2013/
http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/show-schedule-20132.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/Honey-Show-2013
http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/reigate-show-entry-form-2013-single1.pdf
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/08/18/honey-show-2013-entry-registration/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/future-events/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/courses-exams/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/event-reports/
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/future-events/
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 Members News

Whilst grass cutting during the afternoon of the
6th August at Henfold Copse, I came across two
animals frolicking between the hives.
Now, whilst I have a good knowledge of the
wild animals of East Africa, I was not sure about
these. Were they stoats, skunks, weasels, or
something else? Are they likely to be a menace
to the bees?
They were sufficiently relaxed about my
presence to hang around whist I retrieved my
camera from the car and returned to take these
photographs.
Subsequently, Andrew Buchanan identified
the creatures, from my photos' as Stoats. So
now my knowledge of wild animals extends to
the savannas of Surrey.
The stoats appear to have taken up residence
amongst the clump of brambles in the centre
of the ‘circle of hives’. The two I saw were most
probably quite young and no doubt there was
a parent peering out, unseen by me, from the
thicket ... keeping an eye on my movements.

So if you find yourself at Henfold, with few
other members about, take a few minutes to
sit quietly at one of the benches and look out
for stirrings in the undergrowth.

For more and larger images of our furry
lodgers, visit the website’s Gallery. Click here

One Man and his … Stoats, went to Mow an Apiary by Roy Cottington

 Membership 222

Swarm Stories

Newspaper Reporting somewhat Over-the-Top !

‘Massive bee swarm seen buzzing around
Reigate’

This was the headline to a report in the July
18th edition of the Surrey Mirror.
The report continued …  “A MASSIVE swarm of
bees 20 feet wide is on the move around
Reigate. Onlookers reported a scene like
something out of horror blockbuster The
Swarm.”
Not only were swarm collectors Richard
Woodhouse, Vince Gallo and Suzi Stevens
soon on hand to help deal with this seemingly
unparalleled event, but Richard has been able
to provide us with more considered details
about the incident.
That full report and all the accompanying
photos of the swarm in flight, taken by onlooker
Collette Barber, can be read and seen on the
website. Click here.

The upshot is that a large prime swarm was
captured into a Swarm box provided by Alec
Bourhill, who happily removed said box from
the ‘horror movie set’ later that evening.

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/07/20/september-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/07/20/september-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/gallery/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/08/19/massive-bee-swarm-seen-buzzing-around-reigate/
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Your website has passed a notable milestone.
On Saturday 11th August, the 10,000th viewing
of content on the Members website was
clocked up! But few ‘Visitors’ explore
beyond the Front Page !
Your Website Editors have access to statistics
on what is being viewed on the site, but you
may be relieved to know that it doesn’t
disclose who is viewing! The site is also
blocked to Google and other search engines, so
neither can they see. The two main units of
traffic measurement are Views and Visitors. A
view being counted when a visitor loads or
reloads a page.

Since launching the website on 1st February
this year, all those 10,000 views average out
to an excess of 1,500 views per month.
However, it seems that many Members who
visit the site never explore beyond the Front
Page (the website’s home page).
The chart below summarises what content is
being viewed by visitors.

It appears that the very large majority of
visitors, by not progressing beyond the Front
Page, are, as a consequence missing much of
the in-depth content that lies behind the
headlines.
The ‘Knowledge Base’ alone contains nearly
50% of the total content of the Members site.

Yet much of this information for Novice, Basic
and Intermediate Beekeepers, is unexplored.
Some of the most experienced beekeepers in
your club have contributed to this section of
the website. Why not take advantage of that
knowledge?
Perhaps most surprising is that the ‘Comment’
facility at the bottom of each article is very
rarely used. Yet we know beekeepers tend to
have not only strong views but also many
questions about aspects of beekeeping.
That ‘Comment’ facility is one that can have
many uses; from asking questions, seeking
clarification of detail, offering suggestions. It
can also be used to flag up what you, as a
member, would like to see ‘more of’ and ‘less
off’ on the site. In the absence of such
feedback, your web team are flying blind!
So that we can better target Members needs
from the website we will be seeking to
understand if there are current barriers to
using this resource & also to better understand
your information needs from the website. More
on that in next month’s .

Having laid the foundations and established
the website and its content; that content needs
to start to be increasingly led by you the
members.
Can you help us achieve that for you?

The Web Team of Jack Chapman, Graham
Pooley and Richard Bradfield

Start here!

Feb 2013

 Website News
Members Website Clocks Over 10,000 ‘Views’ by the Web Team

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

 Apiary News

On Wednesday 11th September, starting at 6:30pm,
Paul Cleaver will lead a final ‘Tour of Inspection’ of
all the hives in the training apiary to ensure that
winter preparations are in place. Procedures that still
need to be implemented or completed can then also

be noted and recorded for the attention of the apiary
manager Tim Hall.
If you would you like to assist or simply accompany
the inspections, there is no need to ‘book’ your
attendance. Just turn up on the evening.

Winter Preparations: Sign-Off at Henfold

Check the website for more information and updates. Click here

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/07/20/september-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/08/29/winter-preparations-sign-off-at-henfold/
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Question - Which Pheromones do bees use to communicate ?
A number of different pheromones are used for
collective communication. Bearing in mind the
hive is dark, bees can‛t actually see each other,
they also rely on touching, and vibration but
pheromones are key. They are picked up by
chemoreceptors (plates and pegs).

The pheromones are transferred by antennae
(each holds 30,000 chemoreceptor or plates
which collect and react to different pheromone
chemicals), as well as through dancing, food
sharing and touching (chemoreceptor known
as pegs).

There are two types of pheromone: primer and
release. Primers are non volatile chemicals and
produce a change in physiology e.g. the
suppressing of ovaries in workers to produce
eggs. They have a low vapour pressure, don't
evaporate and there is long term control.
Releasers are used for short term use e.g. sting
pheromone.

Worker Pheromones include two Alarm
Pheromones: one is released by the
Koschevnikov gland, near the sting shaft,
attracting other bees to defend the location
(often smells of bananas or pear drops). The
other alarm pheromone is released by the
Mandibular glands and consists of 2-heptanone,
a compound which has a repellent effect and
perhaps is used to deter potential robber bees.
It is also used to bite mites and anaesthetises
them for approximately 15 minutes, paralysing
them so they either drop off the bee (hopefully
onto an open mesh floor) or bees can remove
them from the hive. There is much research
taking place into using this pheromone in the
pharmaceutical industry in future.

Worker bees emit Nasonov Pheromone from
the end of the bee abdomen and it is used for
orientation, marking the hive for foragers and
by scout bees to create a trail to follow.
Footprint pheromone is left by worker bees
and the Queen as they walk, produced by the
Arnhart gland and secreted at the pad of the
foot and enhances Nasonov in searching for
nectar (lasting for four hours in warm weather

and four days in cold on flowers/plants). In the
Queen this is an important oily secretion from
the tarsal glands, that she deposits on comb to
inhibit queen cells from being constructed and
potential swarming. Where the colony is large
and no footprint pheromone is left, or the
queen is failing then a new queen will be created.
Older foragers release Ethyl Oleate, or
Foragers Pheromone, to slow the maturing
of nurse bees, to ensure a healthy balance of
bees in the colony between nursing and forager
bees which are needed by the colony at that
time.

The Dufour's gland pheromone is secreted
into the vaginal cavity, deposited on eggs to
distinguish between eggs laid by the queen and
those laid by a worker. There are as many as
twenty four chemicals which differentiate
between workers in ‘queenright’ colonies and
workers of queenless colonies. The secretions
of workers in queenright colonies are long-
chain alkanes, but those of egg-laying queens
and egg-laying workers of queenless colonies
include long chain esters.

Another pheromone that helps nurse bees
distinguish between eggs laid by the queen or
workers is the Egg Marking Pheromone.
Larvae and Pupae emit a Brood recognition
pheromone inhibiting ovarian development in
workers, also helping nurse bees distinguish
between worker and drone larvae, promoting
sealing of the cell.

Drones produce a Drone pheromone to
attract other flying drones to congregate at
sites suitable for mating with a virgin queen.
Queen Mandibular pheromone (QMP) is
probably the most important pheromone,
affecting social behaviour, maintenance of the
colony, swarming, mating, inhibition of ovary
development in workers and attract the
workers to their queen. QMP consists of five
chemicals: 9-ODA , (-) isomer (9-HDA), (+)
isomer of (9-HDA), HOB and HVA.
Four other compounds have also been
identified, of which only one is found in the

Questions & Answers

Please send your questions and queries to the editors and we will seek out
an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.
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mandibular glands. The combination of the 5
QMP compounds and the four other compounds
below is called the Queen Retinue
Pheromone (QRP). These nine compounds are
important for the retinue attraction of worker
bees around their queen.

Rectal gland pheromone produced by a
virgin queen and released with faeces. The
pheromone repels and is used when a new
queen feels threatened by the workers to keep
workers from removing her from the hive.

The Renner Baumann glands are located on
the free edges of the abdominal tergites A3, A4
and A5 of the queen. The Queen grooms herself
3-4 times every hour spreading a combination
of her pheromones over her exocuticle.

There are also Wax gland and comb
pheromones. Wax is secreted by workers
aged 12-18 days old from four pairs of wax
glands inside the exoskeleton on ventral side
of bee‛s abdomen.  When building combs bees
hang in festoons near the building site after
gorging themselves with honey, waiting for the
wax to form. courtesy of Guildford BKA

Question - Does the Brood Play a Role in Pheromone Communication ?
Larvae are seemingly pretty inert individuals,
sitting curled up in their cells doing very little
except eat, but brood has a huge influence on
the workings of the colony: the amount of
sealed brood present is very influential in
determining whether a colony sends out casts
after the primary swarm has left, the presence
of brood suppresses laying workers much more
effectively than a queen, brood has an influence
on foraging, the type of brood influences
feeding regimes and there are many more ways
in which brood is important.

So how does the brood communicate with
the colony so that the nurse bees ‘know’ what
brood is present and understand how to feed
it, when to cap it over and so on? Other
questions that arise, as far as adults are
concerned, are recognition of nest mates at the
various stages of their lives and identification
of the different types of bee in the hive. We
know the queen produces pheromones which
influence behaviour in the colony, and the
workers, Nasonov pheromone; but we should
also consider a group of chemicals which have
a profound effect on colony organisation and
are produced by all the individuals which are
part of that colony.

The outer covering of the honey bee, whether
larva or adult, is a complicated structure
containing many different chemical compounds.
They include ten fatty acid esters which seem
to be particularly important as pheromones.

(For those of you with chemistry backgrounds
these substances are the methyl and ethyl
esters of palmitic, linoleic, linolenic, stearic and
oleic acids.)

photo sources bees larvae - beekeepingadvice.co.uk, bee chain - Guildford BKA



September 2013

All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Page 8

In the larva they appear to be produced and
stored in the salivary glands. The same esters
are produced by all stages, but in differing
amounts, and different mixes, according to the
age of the larva/pupa/ adult and the gender
and caste of the adult. This enables worker bees
to distinguish between worker, drone and
queen larvae so that they can have different
mixes of brood food, allows the workers to
recognise the age of a larva and therefore what
type of food that larva requires at any particular
time, and to cap over the larvae at the correct
age. For example: at the time of capping, four
of the esters seem to be of particular
significance and the larva produces between
five and ten times as much of them as when it
is younger.

These brood pheromones have a profound
effect on the worker bees, affecting their
physiology, so that in colonies with plenty of
brood pheromones, the age at which a worker
starts foraging will be later than where there is
little brood. The pheromones will also suppress
the production, in the adult bees, of Juvenile
Hormone (JH). This is an important hormone
which helps to regulate the aging of the workers
and, among other things, helps to determine
the age at the onset of foraging. In addition,
more brood pheromone results in a greater
collection of pollen. This is obviously necessary
for the production of brood food but we now
have an explanation of the underlying control
of an observed effect. Put together, these
various effects on the workers will result in
more nurse bees producing more brood food
for the large amount of brood.

As well as giving the nurse bees information
about the brood, these esters have an
undesirable effect as they are used by varroa

mites to detect the correct time to enter cells
of the fully-grown larvae.

Chemicals which influence the behaviour of
another species to its benefit are not called
pheromones, but kairomones. It is an
interesting concept that a single chemical, or
in this case, a mix, can act as a pheromone for
the species producing it, enabling the bees to
cap over the larvae at the appropriate time
while also acting as a kairomone for another
species, in this case the varroa mite. Varroa is
attracted by three of the esters, and particularly
by methyl palmitate, and it is interesting that,
in queen larvae, these three are at about half
the strength when compared to workers. There
is another ester, methyl oleate, which repels
the varroa mite and this is produced in large
amounts by queen larvae. These two facts
combine to help protect the valuable queen
larvae from being parasitised by the female
varroa mites. On the other hand, the different
mix of esters on the drones’ cuticle,  as well as
the extended period before capping
preferentially attracts the mites to their cells.

A great deal of research work has been done
recently on the effects of these fatty acid esters
and it is becoming increasingly clear that they
have a major effect on colony organisation, but,
at the same time, it must be clearly understood
that they work in conjunction with other
pheromones, sometimes being antagonistic to
them and at other times working
synergistically. It is true to say that the more
we learn about colony control the more
complicated it becomes and the more questions
arise that need an answer.

courtesy of Warwickshire BKA

We know honeybees have age dependent
jobs in the hive. However, younger bees
sometimes fill the ‘older bee jobs’ earlier
than normal when not enough bees are
doing the work needed by the colony.

For example, if there are not enough
foragers, younger bees can become foragers
at an earlier age. This allows for greater
hive flexibility. We also know bees somehow

bees know who goes in the swarm and
who stays with the mother hive. Bees
do not have to ‘pick a number’, to
decide - like we do! Do they read each
other’s minds?

Instead of thinking of a single bee job one
after another based on a bee’s age, we can
expand the concept to a colony need based
model’ with some job rotation. One good

  Topical News
Hive Roles (1) - Multi-tasking and ‘Heater Bees’
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example of this are ‘heater bees’ .
These bees are a more recent discovery .
Bees of almost all ages can become
‘heater bees’. They do this by detaching
their flight wings and the vibrating their
bodies while their wings are motionless.
By doing this they can heat their bodies
up to 30°C in the brood area.

Good queens may leave empty brood
cells to be used by ‘heater bees’ to crawl
in and keep the surrounding seventy
cells at the right temperature. This makes
it very important to give the queen enough
room in the brood nest so she does not have
to lay eggs in the cells she wants to leave
empty.

This is not the occurrence of ‘spotty brood’
which is a problem of queen/hive weakness.
The normal brood temperature is kept by
the nurse and house bees at 20°C. The
bees emerging from this temperature have
a normal hive job progression.

When ‘heater bees’ raise the brood
temperature to 27°C, the brood that
hatches prefers to forage more than to do
other hive jobs. Consequently for this reason
not chilling the brood is critical throughout the
year.

‘Heater bees’ are given food by supplier
bees who feed the ‘heater bees’ so they
can keep a consistent temperature where
they place themselves in the brood nest.
Two-thirds of the nectar or honey used
by bees in a colony is to generate heat!
Then other bees rotate in and become
‘heater bees’ when needed.

Every bee cooperates by doing their part
of the work needing to be done for the
good of the hive!

The more we look into the life of bees
in our hives, the more we can see bee
‘multi-job tasking’ and job rotation involves
complex decision making honey bee-
haviour!

courtesy of Samona BKA

Hive Roles (2) - ‘Undertaker Bees’

It's a dirty job and only about
1% do it at any one time. But
middle-aged honeybees that
serve as undertakers, removing
dead bees from the hive, appear
to be a distinct cadre of workers
that are developmentally ahead
of their peers.

In this social world known for its
division of labour, there also
were unexpected discoveries by
researchers.

‘Undertakers’ don't get better with experience,
and they don't do well working together. The
findings are detailed in papers by Gene
Robinson, University of Illinois entomologist,
and Stephen Trumbo, a professor at the
University of Connecticut. The study on

development, also written by entomologist
Zhi-Yong Huang, appears in ‘Behavioural
Ecology and Sociobiology’.
The work - which involved identifying the
‘undertakers’, marking them with tiny, coloured
and numbered plastic tags, and following them
closely through middle age - provides the first
close look at ‘undertakers’.

Since bees' nests are built in cavities, such a
specialty is important for keeping the nests
clean. ‘Undertakers’ had very similar activity
levels as other bees, they just do a little bit less
of the other middle-aged tasks, like building
the comb and storing food brought in by older
foragers. They also remove debris, which fits
in nicely with undertaking.

‘Undertakers’ also develop slightly faster than
other middle-aged bees, moving on to foraging

photo sources heater bees - todayIfoundout.com, undertaker bee - pbubuilder.org
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before the food storers and hive builders.
Middle age lasts about 10 days.
‘Undertakers’ usually removed dead bees for
a day or two, but "one extraordinary bee
remained at the task for thirteen days,"
comments Trumbo.

‘Undertakers’ respond to the odour of the dead,
locating the bodies and carrying them out of
the hive for 50-100 metres before dropping
them. The researchers also monitored how
swiftly ‘undertakers’ worked.
“We didn't find any evidence for learning for
this particular task," Trumbo said. "This rules
out one of the major hypotheses that has been
put forward for middle-aged specialisation:
That social insects will get better and better at
what they do."

Previous research had shown that learning is
important for the older foragers, who get more
efficient as they learn what flowers are
producing nectar at what time.

Not only did undertakers not improve in
efficiency they also got in each other's way and
slowed their efficiency.

Robinson had shown previously that some bees
are genetically inclined to be ‘undertakers’. He
says "We're beginning to get a clearer picture
of the behavioural profiles of interesting types
of specialist bees, such as ‘undertakers’,
Understanding the career choices of bees is a
useful model for understanding behaviour in
general. This new information should enable us
to develop new hypotheses about how neurons
and genes in the brain function to produce the
marvellously complex behaviour seen in
honeybee society.”

Honeybees acquire different job descriptions as
they age. Normally, it takes about three weeks
for a baby bee to mature into a forager.
Undertaker bees are usually around fourteen
days old, in the transition from nursing to
foraging.

courtesy of Notts BKA and the Science Daily

Most beekeepers become fairly insensitive to
bee stings, however a few find their sensitivity
increases. And there are a few people who know
they react to bee or wasp stings with
Anaphylaxis, but still want to keep bees. Well,
help is at hand. Pharmalgen is going to be
available on the NHS. This is a drug which will
de-sensitise someone, such that their immune
system can tolerate bee venom.

About one in 200 people suffer from
anaphylaxis when stung by a wasp or bee.
Every year between two and nine people die
after going into anaphylatic shock - the most
extreme form of anaphylaxis - as a result of
being stung.

Contrary to popular belief, wasp stings actually
cause twice as many deaths due to anaphylaxis
as bee stings.

Now the National Institute for Health and
Clinical Excellence (Nice), which decides on
whether treatments can be prescribed on the
NHS in England and Wales, has indicated it will
approve a product called Phamalgen.
Given in a series of injections, this works by
gradually introducing higher doses of the
allergens in bee and wasp venom. Over time,
this desensitises a person by gently stimulating
their immune system.

For further details please read the full article in
the Daily Telegraph click here.

In a future edition of BeeNews we hope to
report on Adam Leitch’s progress with his
anaphylatic shock treatment.

photo source Daily Telegraph

Bee Sting Vaccine on the NHS
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DIY Suggestion
Making your own is

fun and saves money

  DIY Suggestions & Tips

A Wheel Barrow Transporter

A simple framework to provide a base can easily
convert your wheel barrow to a transporter for
moving a range of hive components and other
items around your apiary.
These photos illustrate the idea.

based on an idea and photos from Dennis Chow

1 tablespoon Honey
8 ounces Plain Flour
3 ounces Castor Sugar
5 ounces Butter

Recipe (35) Honey Buscuits Prepare a greased baking sheet.
Set the oven to 180°C or Gas Mark 4.
Cream together the butter and sugar.
Stir in flour and honey and mix together
to form a smooth dough. Roll out on a
floured board and cut into shapes.
Bake for about 10 minutes until light
golden brown. Transfer carefully to a
cooling rack to harden.

 Members Website

Visit the Reigate Members website for all the very latest information about Reigate
Beekeeper’s activities, and for further information about the articles and features mentioned
in , plus beekeeping advice and articles of interest.

Including Apiary News, Events News, Swarm Stories,
Library News, Who to Contact; plus External Notices,
and ‘This Month in the Apiary’, including Tips Checklist
and topical monthly Advice. Click Members Website

 Honey Recipes

Favourite Reigate Recipes

This month a further delicious biscuit recipe from Audrey Gill’s recipe collection.

Please send your favourite honey recipe or interesting culinary use to the editors.

Please Leave a Comment

Click to comment on this item…

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/07/20/september-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com

