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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews July 2013

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Photo opportunity of the Month

Dates for your Diary

Little boxes … all in a row.
A beautiful sun drenched location
for an apiary in Turkey; but what
about the alignment and close
proximity of all those hives?

Photo by Ryan Pooley

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact
July, Wed 3rd Summer Meeting / Training  (18:30 - 19:30) Henfold Apiary

July, Sat 6th SBKA Diseases Training Day
Places are available on a  workshop led by Alan Byham.

East Horsley
Sandra Rickwood

July, Sat 6th Newdigate Village Day (12:00 - 17:00)
RBK stall to promote Beekeeping & sell products

Newdigate
Mike Hill

July, 6th & 7th Small Holders Show.
RBK stall to promote Beekeeping & sell products

Ardingly
Eddie Webster

July, Sun 7th Gatton Country Fair
RBK stall to promote Beekeeping & sell products

Gatton Park, Reigate
Mike Hill

July, 9th - 14th Hampton Court Palace Flower Show
SBKA looking for volunteers to assist on stands

Hampton Court
Sandra Rickwood

July, Wed 10th Summer Meeting / Training  (18:30 - 19:30) Henfold Apiary

July, Sat 13th BBKA Basic Assessment (10:00 - 12:00)
External examiners assessing Basic candidates

Henfold Apiary
Bob Maurer

July, Sat 13th Mickleham Village Fair
Volunteers needed to help on the stall / display.

Mickleham
Jack Chapman

July, Sat 13th South Holmwood VPA Flower Show & Fete (13:00-16:00)
Volunteers needed to help on the stall / display.

South Holmwood
Eddie Webster

July, Sat 13th Reigate Beekeepers Summer BBQ
Informal get-together, bring your own ingredients to cook

Henfold Apiary
Paul Cleaver

July, Wed 17th Summer Meeting / Training (18:30 - 19:30) Henfold Apiary

July, Wed 24th Summer Meeting / Training (18:30 - 19:30) Henfold Apiary

July, Fri 26th Reigate Farmers Market (09:00 - 14:00)
RBKA stall to sell products & promote beekeeping.

Reigate High Street
Richard Woodhouse

July, Sat 27th Beekeeping Taster Day (10:00 - 16:00)
Introductory course for the public - get your friends along.

Mickleham Hall/Apiary
Gill Simpson

July, Sat 27th Leigh Flower Show (18:30 - 19:30)
RBK stall to promote Beekeeping & sell products.

Henfold Apiary
Eddie Webster

July, Wed 31st Summer Meeting / Training (18:30 - 19:30) Henfold Apiary
More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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‘Team Working’ works for our bees, and can work for us.

Quite apart from actual beekeeping, this month is destined to be a very busy one. The near full
page of events listed on the first page of this July edition bears witness to the fact that whilst
our bees may still be undecided about what season it is, we beekeepers can be in no doubt that
the Summer is upon us. Click here for more details of many of these events.
Some of you will be already aware of the stirling efforts of all too few members in organising
and running Reigate Beekeepers’ stalls at local school fairs, village fetes and County shows,
as well as assisting at regional and national show events. These inputs provide a direct source
of information to a public eager to understand more about honey bees, as well as promoting
beekeeping in general and our division in particular. They also provide an important income
stream, through the direct sale of the divisions’ honey and commission on sales of members’
honey. In order to maximise these efforts, more members are needed to step up and get involved
as teams running existing venues, as well as others that the division could, but do not, attend.
During the Summer, look out for any local fairs or fetes in your area that Reigate Beekeepers
could participate in. It may be too late to get involved in them this year, but maybe next.
Guidance and advice on what is involved in setting up and running a show stall is promised to
be available shortly. So you would then be well prepared to either be part of a team at an
existing venue next year, or even coordinate a team at a new venue local to yourself.
Meanwhile, back at the hive entrance, don’t forget that if you haven’t a clue about what your
bees are doing, maybe one of your fellow members might. Why not team up with 2 or 3 other
members near to you and arrange to visit each others apiaries for hive inspections. At the very
least, with 3 more pairs of eyes, you are assured of at least half a dozen more suggestions
about what to do!
And, of course, do click here to find advice on what to look out for and tips on what to be doing
in the This Month in Your Apiary section of the Members website. For still more sound guidance
and good information, carry on browsing through the Knowledge Base content.

Richard & Graham

Bee Facts
Did you know ?

Bees often bask in the sun for a few minutes before taking off, to
warm their wings up for flight.

http://rbkbblog.com/category/future-events/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/this-month-in-your-apiary/
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Events News

This year, we are returning to the Priory School
in Reigate as a venue for our Annual  Reigate
Beekeepers Honey Show on the  Saturday 12th

October.
The event combines a competitive showing of
members (and their bees) efforts during the
year, with beekeeping information and sales of
honeybee derived products to the visiting
public.
This is a major show-case event for Reigate
Beekeepers, and the theme for this years show
is “Food for Foragers”.
Support and help from all members is sought
for the following:
1. A large ‘Plants for Sale section’ is proposed

for this year, reflecting
and reinforcing the “Food
for Foragers" theme. So
if you are in the garden
and dividing plants, or
have any cuttings, we
would be very grateful for
any donations to sell to
the public. It will also help
the sellers if plants can be
supplied already labelled.

2. To compliment the plant sales & show
theme, we would also like to be able to offer
for sale gardening books. If you have any
in reasonable condition that you wish to
dispose of, they will be gratefully received.

3. Donations of home made cakes to sell whole
and others to sell with refreshments would
also be appreciated. So on a rainy day when
you cannot look at your bees … why not
bake a cake instead, and if necessary freeze
it to keep for the day of the show!! Why not
use the opportunity to practice your baking
for a competition cake entry for the Honey
Show itself.

4. There will be the usual tombola - so if you
are de-cluttering and want to dispose of any
unwanted gifts - or wish to make a donation
(ie the pound shop has wonderful bargains!)
we would be glad to receive these for use
as prizes.

5. Finally !!!  If you can help on the day even
for a few hours - we would be most grateful.
After all, it’s your show and all proceeds are
ploughed back into the club.

Please contact Maggie via the website or
mobile if you can help with any of the above.

Non perishables donations only can also be
brought to  the Henfold Apiary on Wednesdays,
or to the first Winter Meeting at Woodhatch on
the 2nd October, if you are unable to attend, or
bring them on the day of, the show itself.

Maggie Minter

Honey Show - Planning for October     a request from Maggie Minter

Lots more events information on the Members Website

Please remember with the new format of
 and its integration with the Members

Website we now only feature key event
articles in .

However, lots more information about
Reigate Beekeepers activities, plus the
events of other organisations, including

training courses and exam information, and
event reports are posted on the website.

The website information also includes a
comprehensive calendar of ‘diary dates’.

Click the links for more events information

Did you know ? The bee is found on every continent of
the world except Antarctica and in every habitat on the planet
that contains insect-pollinated flowering plants.

Bee Facts

http://rbkbblog.com/membership/whos-who/contact-maggie-minter-committee-member/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/future-events/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/courses-exams/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/event-reports/
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/future-events/
http://www.facts-about.org.uk/facts-about-the-world.htm
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  Topical News
3D images reveal life inside a live honey bee hive
Scientists at the Swiss Bee Research Centre in
Bern, Switzerland have devised a new way to
peer into the inner workings of a live honeybee
colony, without disturbing the insects inside.

The technique, known as Diagnostic
Radioentomology (DR), scans a beehive, taking
a series of 3D images.

This reveals in real-time how many bees are
inside, where they are, and gives clues as to
what they are doing.

3D Image of an Empty Hive
For more details and to read the full article

including video images click here

photo source petraswalks.blogspot.com

A Comparison of Wild Bee Colonies and Hived Bees

This article is a summary of the National Honey
2012 Show presentation at Weybridge made
by Professor Thomas Seeley. (Chairman in the
Department of Neurobiology and Behavior at
Cornell University, and author of the’ Wisdom
of the Hive’ and ‘Honeybee Democracy’.)

Over a period of years he had studied an area
of natural woodland, with relatively poor
foraging, the habitat in which bees have
evolved for millions of years, adapting to the
cavities available for nesting, foraging and the
need to reproduce by successful swarming.

Wild bee comb in a tree hollow

The general findings and conclusions of the
study included :-

● Wild colonies were found to be spaced an
average of 840 m apart.

● The colony shape was invariably tall and
cylindrical, with a typical volume of 45 litres

(a bit less than a national brood box and
one super).

● The entrance height was an average of 8 m
above ground.

● The entrance size was much smaller than a
National full width entrance, but varied in
size, and large natural entrances were
significantly propolised to make them
smaller.

● The naturally rough walls were varnished all
over with propolis; any dross in the bottom
of the cavity was also totally encased in
propolis.

● The colony moved down and up through the
year, starting with brood at the top in the
Spring and then gradually working down to
the bottom and then rising again through
the Winter as they used their stores.

● The colonies swarmed every year and some
of them twice in the year.

● The survival of swarms was however only
24%.

● The survival rate of the original parent
colony was very high.

● There was typically 17% drone brood.
● All the colonies had varroa infestation, but

none of the infestations exploded in spite of
the high proportion of drone brood, and no
colonies died as a result of varroa during
the study.

His explanation of this last finding was that it
was the varroa that had evolved, not the bees.
Suggesting that a successful parasite does not
kill its host especially if it is transmitted

http://news.bbc.co.uk/earth/hi/earth_news/newsid_8682000/8682842.stm
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vertically from generation to generation of the
host – this will occur in the wild with very little
drifting (horizontal transfer) and lots of
swarming. Also varroa, with its short generation
time, will evolve more quickly than the bees.

Wild bees nest in a tree cavity exposed

The presentation finished with an inconclusive
discussion about whether the findings of the
study suggested that we should be doing
anything differently as beekeepers.

Our aims are very different from those of wild
bees after all. We wish to keep our bees in
apiaries, maximise honey production and
minimise swarming; whereas wild bees choose
their homes and want to multiply and spread.

Improving Beekeeping Practices

One thought however, is about the
effectiveness of bait hives. Perhaps they should
be high up, just one brood box in size, and with
small entrances.

Another thought is about our drone brood and
whether we give our bees enough opportunity
to produce sufficient drones and of good
quality. Do we encourage our bees to produce
enough drones for the competitive mating
process, especially if we use drone culling as
part of IPM ? Perhaps we should  experiment
by putting one frame of drone foundation in
each brood box in early Spring. With last year’s
poor mating of new queens it may be worth
trying something different.

Wild bees create small entrances to their nest
cavities, suggesting that reducing the standard
hive entrance size may be preferable to the bees.

…..............courtesy of Judith Hart
Harrogate & Rippon BKA

Photograph of wild bees in tree cavity - www.alexanderwild.com

Bait Hive Recommendations
Although we may now be well into the
‘swarming season’, with the severe loss of
colonies during last Winter it may still not be
too late to set up a bait hive to attract any scout
bees looking for a new home. The following is
some advice to make your bait hive as
attractive as possible.

Bait hives and pheromone lures are of course
commercially available but making your own
from disease-free old equipment is inexpensive
and a great way to recycle frames and hive
boxes.

● The most effective height is approximately
4.5 m above the ground. (Whereas the previous
article refers to 8 m as the height of a wild bee colony entrance.)

● A well shaded but highly visible location is
best. Bees avoid or abandon bait hives in
direct sun.

Apparently the most effective height, but not very
convenient for the beekeeper.

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
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● The distance from other, possible parent,
hives is not important.

● The total entrance area should be
approximately 10 to 12 sq cm.

● The entrance position should be near the floor
of the hive, but the shape is not important.

● An entrance direction facing south is
preferable but other directions are acceptable.

● The cavity volume should about the size of a
National brood box. The shape is not
important however.

● The bait hive should be dry and snug,
especially at the top.

● Various types of wood are fine, but bees may
avoid new timber.

● Preferably paint the bait hive a dark colour.
● The odour is important. Old frames with comb

are attractive, if you don’t have old comb
consider using a frame with a strip of

foundation since beeswax is also an
attractant. Various other aromatic substances
have been used to render bait hives attractive
to bees. The essential oil ‘Lemongrass’
apparently mimics the scouts’ communication
scents and can be used in bait hives of any
shape.

Check the bait hive weekly, and monitor for
wax moths if using untreated old comb.

The chances of attracting a swarm of bees to
pick your bait hive is a bit of an art, but it may
well be worth the time and effort.

Honey bee’s genetic code may tell a story
Researchers have uncovered a new element of
the honey bee’s genetic makeup, which may
help to explain why bees are so sensitive to
environmental changes.

Scientists from the University of Sheffield,
Queen Mary, University of London and the
Australian National University, have found that
honey bees have a ‘histone code’ – a series of
marks on the histone proteins around which
their DNA is wrapped in order to fit into the
nucleus of a cell.

This code is known to exist in humans and other
complex organisms in order to control changes
in cell development, but this is the first time
it’s been discovered in the honey bee.

Histone codes can also be affected by nutrition
and environmental factors, so the scientists
believe the finding may be another part of the
puzzle to explain how eating royal jelly ensures
honey bee larvae turn into queens and not
workers.

“The development of different bees from the
same DNA in the larvae is one of the clearest
examples of epigenetics in action – mechanisms
that go beyond the basic DNA sequence,” Dr
Mark Dickman from the University of Sheffield
said.

The scientists believe
their findings will
open the door to
further study of the
interplay between
e n v i r o n m e n t ,
nutrition and how the
honey bee develops.

The first step will be to identify exactly how
larval diet influences the histone code to ensure
development into either a queen or a sterile
worker. But the potential impact is much wider,
Dr Paul Hurd from Queen Mary’s School of
Biological and Chemical Sciences, said.

“Indirect dietary-mediated effects are also of
particular relevance to insect pollinators. Prime
examples are from systemic pesticides used on
agricultural crops, which accumulate inside
nectar and pollen and therefore enter honey
bee diet, in some cases with detrimental effect.
By studying the impact of diet and particular
chemicals on the histone code during honey
bee development and behaviour, we may be
able to identify how certain pesticides
contribute to the decline of some colonies,”
Hurd said.

…..…..……courtesy of ZeeNes.com - scientific study
reported in Insect Biochemistry

Please Leave a Comment
 Click to comment on this item…

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
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Question - What is the appropriate price for honey ?
Honey prices are expected to soar after the
worst crop in living memory. Some beekeepers
reported a 90 per cent drop in yield last year,
while the total honey crop for England and
Wales was estimated to be down 50%.

Honey producers are facing significant financial
losses according to the Bee Farmers’
Association. General Secretary Margaret
Ginman said: “It is not being alarmist to say
that many bee farmers will cease to trade.”

The loss of colonies during the Winter will also
probably affect the supply of honey available
both commercially and from hobby beekeepers.

Surrey Honey, generally being multi-floral, is
considered by many to rank amongst the best
in the world and should be priced accordingly.

Our Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham,
produces an annual South-East Honey Survey,
which can be downloaded from the BeeBase
website and makes very interesting reading.

The following are extracts from his 2012 report.

(1) Honey Yield - The average yield per
colony was an all time low at 19 lbs per colony,
considerably lower than the previous year’s
poor 31 lb, and the worst average since the
survey in 2005, when it was 53 lbs !

(2) Honey Prices

Note - the average direct sales price for Surrey
honey was £5.06 / lb, the highest in the survey
(excluding Greater London) - obviously
reflecting its reputation as ‘amongst the best
in the world’.

To see the full
details of Alan’s

report please click
here, and search
for ‘South East
Honey Survey

2012’.
The beekeepingforum suggests that the cost of
running a colony for a year, taking into account
the expenses for treatment, frames (replacing
brood frames every 2-3 years) and feed
(sugar), was in the region of £65 per hive per
year. This did not take into account the
time/equipment/bees and travel, etc. If the
average annual yield per colony is 20 lb, selling
the crop for £5/lb will mean that £35 will need
to cover the costs for travel/time/jars and
labels. If we consider setup and running costs
a price in excess of £5.50 / lb would seem very
reasonable.

A quick glance at honey prices in Tesco shows
that they typically range from £1.68 (Tesco Pure
Clear Honey) -  £20.70 / lb (Rowse Clear Manuka
Honey). Local honey sold by Retailers can
reportedly be seen offered at £7.50 / lb.

Considering the ‘inflation rate’ from Alan’s
survey, and the shortage of supply of Surrey
honey with its premium reputation, again a
price above £5.50 / lb would appear appropriate.

At the Reigate Farmer’s Market stall we are
currently offering honey at £6 / lb - a real
bargain for such premium Surrey Reigate honey.

Graham Pooley

Questions & Answers

Please send your questions and queries to the editors and we will seek out
an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Type Price Range
2012

Average
Price 2012

Increase on
2011

Direct Sales £3 - £10 / lb £4.92 4.5%

Wholesale £2.66 - £13
/ lb £4.20 4.5%

Bulk £2.35 -
£10.70 / lb £4.16 21.2%

Cut Comb £5 - £12 / lb £9.52 6.3%

Heather
Honey

£6.50 - £10
/ lb £7.96 37.2%

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/
http://www.beekeepingforum.co.uk/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
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  Swarm Stories

The Swarm that Swarmed … and Swarmed again  by Richard Woodhouse
As many of you already know, swarming has
at last begun! I had already been involved in
three captures during the three days before this
story - and I know others have more to report.

Vince Gallo and I had hoped to ‘download’ two
swarms on Wednesday 19th June at Henfold
Lane (in addition to the one already successfully
installed on 6th June into a WBC hive).

Of the two swarms brought on the
19th, one was already in a framed
hive box, and we successfully
transferred the frames into an apiary
hive box.

In the other case,
unfortunately we were
not so successful.  Here
we tried to tip them from
a skep onto a board, to
run up into the hive in the
traditional way.

At first, all seemed well but then the queen had
other ideas, and flew up into in an
ash tree, where she perched about
40 ft high, almost directly above
the WBC hive we had intended for
the swarm. The other bees in the
swarm of course soon joined her
there.

It was getting late, so we had to leave them up
there, hoping they might go into two bait hives
which we left for them.

The following Friday I returned to review the
situation with Vince, who this time, brought his
long poles and special catch box in his truck.
We were amazed that after however long it had
been at its original cluster site in Redhill, plus
the two days since our attempt at hiving it, the
cluster was still up in our ash tree. No interest
had been shown in either of the bait hives. We
were also surprised that despite the
temperature of circa 16°C, few bees were flying
from either the cluster or from the hives.

The cluster had moved slightly, but
unfortunately, it was even higher up in the tree.
At about 45 ft high, it was now virtually
inaccessible.

However, Vince, was not to be
so easily defeated. Armed with
his already long poles, he
climbed up onto the roof of his
truck for extra height. With
superhuman effort and
ingenuity, he did succeed in
catching some, and dislodging
others, so that they took to
the air. But eventually even he had to give up,
because the main cluster remained simply too
high to reach.

Nonetheless, Vince's efforts were not entirely
in vain, since we managed to transfer many of
the caught or dislodged bees (which had fallen
to the ground) into their originally intended
home, the prepared WBC hive.

We could not say we got the queen
in, because most of the dislodged
ones regrouped in the tree - but,
thank heavens, nearly all those we
got into the hive stayed there,
even fanning at the entrance.

It remained to be seen whether
these wise virgins would persuade their sisters
(still 45 ft high up in the tree!) to join them -
but whatever the eventual outcome, we felt we
had done our best.

Richard Stuart kindly agreed to check the
status the next day, Saturday 22nd, to see if all
this effort had worked. If they had all at last
gone into the hive, he would feed them syrup
- which they would certainly be needing after
having left their old home so long ago.

However, the news was not good. The hive was
empty again and the swarm was still clustered
high in the tree… beyond reach! A diminished
remnant was still up in the tree the next
Wednesday evening. It was also seen on the
29th both during Bob Maurer & Celia Perry’s
Mock Assessment sessions, and by Vince whilst
he unloaded another swarm (straight into a
hive this time!) caught the previous evening.

After a full ten days up in the tree, they are
certainly stubborn, cussed bees!

Richard Woodhouse
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DIY Suggestion
Making your own is

fun and saves money

Once upon a time ………………….
After last year's disastrous season I had gone
from four to two colonies and was determined
that this year I would get into a position where
I could increase my number of colonies. To
achieve this seemed to me to involve queen
rearing. So I did some research, read the books
and asked for advice. The answers came in true
beekeeping fashion, Pagden, Cook, Hopkins,
and so on, plus variations on the above.

What they all seemed to have in common
however, was a need for a secure place for
queen cells to be lodged so that new queens –
princesses – could emerge, fly and get mated
and return to their base to start life laying eggs.
Again of course there were many variations. So
I decided to build a box especially for this
purpose.

My first question was what was the critical mass
of surrounding bees needed to support a
princess? Apideas only have a cupful, and
nucleus hives four to six frames. Three 14 by
12 frames in a small compartment therefore
seemed about right to me. To minimise the
number of boxes, I decided to divide one box
into four compartments – four sides to the box,
four entrances.

Not a new idea perhaps, but these multiple
nucleus hives are usually modified existing
brood boxes, and usually have just two or three
compartments. I decided to start from scratch,
and design and construct a purpose made box.

A Palace suitable for Princesses
My idea was to basically build an oversized
brood box, with three dividers to make four
compartments based on three 14 by 12 frame
dimensions. Each compartment would have an
individual crown board, with a feeder hole.
Sketch made.

My prime measurements were found by laying
three frames together and by measuring
existing brood boxes. Three sets of three

frames plus dividers made of 12 mm plywood
to create the separate compartments gave me
an inside  box length of 496 mm. I have not
used technical drawing for over thirty years,
but drawings emerged. After a few alterations
to accommodate wrong measurements and
changes to design ideas, I made the box.

The next step was to make a stand to suit the
size of my box, with landing boards at the two
ends and a wide ledge along each side to
provide a landing area for bees using those
entrances. An entrance hole was cut at the
bottom of each side aligning with a different
compartment.

Empty coffee jars with a suitable hole in the lid
make excellent feeders, so I made a lid for the
box that was deep enough to accommodate
four of these, one for each compartment.

  DIY Suggestions & Tips

Photographs and idea copyright - Neil Hallam

A Tale of Four Princesses      by Neil Hallam
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My three year old granddaughter who is into
princesses in a big way, inspired naming the
four compartments to help record keeping -
Aurora, Cinderella, Ariel, and Snow White.

Preparations for the first Princess
One Wednesday at our Henfold Copse Apiary
meeting, queen cells were available from a hive
being split to avoid swarming. Carefully
carrying one home, I was ready to start my first
three frame nucleus in the box. I took two
frames of brood from one of my colonies taking
great care to shake off flying bees but shaking
gently enough to leave nurse bees. I carefully
examined the frames to ensure the queen was

not on them. I then put these two frames with
the queen cell carefully positioned in between,
with a frame of foundation, into the
compartment labelled Cinderella.

I made up some sugar solution to feed and put
this into one of my ‘coffee jar feeders’, warm
as the bee books say bees prefer.

The Queen is in residence
Last week I opened Cinderella to find, you
guessed it, the queen from my other colony !!
Unmistakable marked and clipped, but still I
managed to transfer her. And no queen cell -
(they presumably tore it down thinking we've
got a queen thanks). There were lots of bees
still, and some foundation now drawn. I took a
frame of brood with eggs from another colony
and replaced the part drawn frame and
positioned it between the other brood frames.
I moved the queen back to her original colony
so Cinderella is now reasonably crowded,
queen-less but with eggs.

Will they live happily ever after …………
Will they build queen cells?
Will a princess emerge?
Will she get mated?
Will she start laying?

To be continued …………………….
Do any of you have suggestions of what I
should try next. I am thinking of trying grafting
– what do you think?

Neil Hallam

Queen rearing box photographs and idea copyright - Neil Hallam

 Honey Recipes
Favourite Reigate Recipes

This month we feature some international recipes from Mike Hill’s recipe collection, with
suggestions for something different for the Reigate Beekeepers BBQ, Saturday 13th July.

Please send your favourite honey recipe or interesting culinary use to the editors.

Recipe (29) Greek Honey Kebabs
Cut meat into 1 inch cubes and place in this marinade. Mix 3 tablespoons Honey
with ¼ pint red wine. Add bay leaf, crushed clove of garlic, salt and pepper. leave
overnight in the refrigerator. Place marinated mat on skewers, adding
mushrooms, tomatoes, onions. Cook and serve with rice and salad.

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…

http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
http://rbkbblog.com/2013/05/30/july-2013-beenews-comment/
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The Salad
12 Radishes
4 oz fresh peas
Crispy lettuce
6 small carrots
4 oz prawns

The Spicy Source
2 tablespoons Honey
squeeze of lemon juice
4 teaspoons wine vinegar
2-3 drops soy sauce
pinch of mixed spice
pinch dry mustard

Recipe (31) Spicy Honey & Prawn Salad

Slice the radishes. Cut the carrots into
fine strips. Wash the lettuce. Place all the
salad ingredients and most of the prawns
in layers in individual glasses - half pint
tumblers are ideal. Decorate with the rest
of the prawns, and serve with spicy sauce.

Shake all the ingredients together and
pour over the salads just before serving.

Salad is sufficient to serve 4.

5 teaspoons Honey
9 oz long grain rice
1 ¾  pints milk
4 ½ oz butter
2 ½ oz soaked raisins
vanilla pod centre
2 ½ oz ground almonds
2 ½ oz glacé cherries

Recipe (30) Chilean Honey Rice

 Members Website

Visit the Reigate Members website for all the very latest information about Reigate
Beekeeper’s activities, and for further information about the articles and features mentioned
in , plus beekeeping advice and articles of interest.

Including Apiary News, Events News, Swarm Stories,
Library News, Who to Contact; plus External Notices,
and ‘This Month in the Apiary’, including Tips Checklist
and topical monthly Advice. Click Members Website

Gently boil rice in the milk and slowly add the
butter. Cover the pan and cook gently until
fluffy. Do not over stir.

Add raisins, the vanilla pod centre, almonds,
cherries and honey when the rice is cool.

Recipe (32) Refreshing Honey Drinks

Asian Honey Water - stir 1 ½ tablespoons Honey into a glass (16 oz) of
warm water. Chill in refrigerator until cold. Add a squeeze of lime or lemon,
or better still 2 oz of gin for the ‘bees knees’.

For a healthy option add Honey to green tea to make a sweet healthy and
refreshing drink that can be drunk hot or cold. But do not add the honey
until the tea has cooled from boiling.

Apparently Barack Obama brews honey beer. But it is possible to prepare a
Honey solution of water at 80°C and just add this to enhance the flavour of
your favourite beer - perfect for a hot and sunny BBQ day.

http://rbkbblog.com

