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Saturday 1st Sept Outwood Show Mike Hill Outwood 13:00

Wednesday 5th Sept Winter Meeting - Protein and Honey David Aston Woodhatch 19:30

Saturday 8th Sept Apiaries Tidy-Up Day Henfold/Mickleham

Saturday 8th Sept Leigh Show Eddie Webster Leigh 14:00

Saturday 8th Sept Mickleham Flower Show Mike Hill Mickleham 14:00

Sunday  9th Sept Banstead Show Mike Hill Banstead

Wednesday 12th Sept Last Apiary Training Day Mentors Henfold Copse 18:30

Saturday 15th Sept Surrey BKA - Training Day Sandra Rickwood East Horsley 12:15

Monday 1st Oct RBKA Subscriptions Due Andrew Buchanan

Saturday 6th Oct Reigate Honey Show Celia Perry Somers Hall Reigate 10:00

 Fourth Friday each Month Farmers Market  Richard Woodhouse Reigate

  Wednesdays April - August Apiary Meeting Henfold Copse 18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March Winter Meetings Woodhatch 19:30

Dates for your Diary
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Comments about and contributions for publication in are welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 20th of the preceding month.

Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews September 2012

Photo of the Month      ‘Many hands make honey flow’

Industrious
workers win

gold.

With clean
foundation beneath
them and fed on tea

and biscuits, the
team made short

work of the divisions
filled supers.

See next months
edition for a full

report.

Photo by Richard
Bradfield

Have you a striking,
unusual or topical honey

bee related image to
share with us all?

Send it to the
editors today!
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Richard and Graham

Moving the Honey to centre stage.

September could already be considered to be one of the busiest of beekeeping months in the
best of years. Completing the harvesting of supers, feeding, consolidating, final inspections,
varoa treatments, securing against woodpeckers and mice … the list goes on. But the difficult
year we have experienced continues to challenge and complicate management routines and
procedures.  Many of these essential activities are the subject of prompts, advice and suggestions
sprinkled throughout this edition. Do check them out, they are important.
But they are not the whole story. An additional layer of activity kicks in with the Autumn round
of Honey Shows. A few are listed in the Diary Dates and some are mentioned elsewhere.
Principle amongst them, must be (for us) our own show on the 6th October.
This is a tremendous opportunity to not only show your fellow members and family what you
(or rather your bees) have been able to produce this year … despite everything … but to also
present a grand show to the general public of what we have achieved cumulatively. In doing
so, we can help to inspire others to get involved themselves, or to contribute in some small way
to helping us to do more by buying our products, sponsoring hives or just giving a donation.
So whether you are a first year novice, time served sage, or an inbetweener; set aside, find,
prepare or make something to enter into our own annual Honey Show in October.
Check out the Show Schedule, circulated, again, with this edition to see the many Entry Classes
explained and the notice on page 4 of this edition. Then do make use of the link provided there
to go direct to the new-for-this-year on-line Show Entry Registration form.
Let’s see a record level of entries to reflect our record number of members, despite the years
trials and tribulations. And let’s give ourselves and the public a show to inspire and remember.
There, just about managed to stop short of using the legacy word … Doh!!!
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  Topical News

The division held its ‘end of season’ adult bee
disease clinic at Box Hill School on 11th August.

Gill Simpson (right) was our ‘scribe’
for the afternoon.

Our microscopists (below, from left)
were Audrey Gill, Nigel Sones,
Jack Chapman, Alan O’Hea, and
myself, Bob Maurer.

Many thanks also go to Mary Smith
(with Bob, above right), Graham Pooley
(pictured left), Tim Walford and the
multi-tasking Nigel, who turned out
to help grind the bees. The clinic
couldn’t have functioned without you.

It was also a pleasure to welcome Jane Hall,
Chair of Guildford BKA.  Jane joined our team
of grinders and made a big contribution to our
afternoon.

Including the Henfold Lane samples, we tested
a total of 91 colonies which equals our record
number in August 2009.

This year, these samples were submitted by
only 18 members. However, we have about 240
members. So I hope we will see far more
samples next spring.

The Results

Due to pressure of time we were only able to
test for Nosema.

35 (38.5%) of the 91 samples were positive for
Nosema. This contrasts with August 2011 at
29% and August 2010 at 15%.

The samples came from 22 apiaries and 13 of
those had one or more colonies with Nosema.

The figures speak for themselves. Nosema is
clearly an issue this year.

What can be done about it?

This is the advice from Fera on Beebase:

So if you are faced with a Nosema problem in
late August, that’s helpful!

● It’s too late to change to clean comb now
but worth planning to do that as soon as
possible next spring.

● Do make sure your colonies have plenty of
stores for the winter and your hives are
weatherproof. Stressed bees are more likely
to succumb to disease, so make them as
comfortable as you can.

● If you complete your winter feeding and
there’s an Indian summer check again as
they may eat their stores and need feeding
again. Remember last year??

There are products claiming to deal with
Nosema available from Paynes and Thornes.
RBKA aims to teach best practice and as these
are unlicensed products, we can’t officially
recommend them.

Bob Maurer

Adult Bee Disease August Clinic … report by Bob Maurer

Treating with medicines
The marketing authorisation for Fumidil B
expired on the 31st December 2011. Any
existing stocks of the product can be used up
until July 2012, beyond which the product will
no longer be available in the UK. For up-to-date
advice on the availability of medicines please
visit the VMD website. As with all medicines
ensure that the label instructions are followed.

Good husbandry
Instead of using medicines for treatment of
Nosemosis, beekeepers should (aim) to
maintain their colonies in good health (and)
apply good husbandry practices; such as
maintaining strong well fed colonies headed by
productive and disease tolerant colonies
headed by young prolific queens. Bee keepers
should also consider re-queening susceptible
colonies with queens from more tolerant stocks
of bees better able to cope with Nosema
infection.

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm?pageId=191
http://search.vmd.gov.uk/search?w=bee+sqp&asug=bee
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  Events News

Reigate Honey Show - Saturday 6th October

Don’t forget to put the date in your diary and to fill in your application form to enter the
Honey Show. There all sorts of different classes and if you don’t have your own honey yet,

maybe you could enter one of the cookery or photography classes. If you have
children/grandchildren, please encourage them to enter the children’s classes.

Come along on the day to help or just look.

Any queries, please contact Jacqui Essen or Celia Perry

Click on the link below, or copy and paste it into your web browser, to take you to the online
entry form, where you can decide and submit your selected entries.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHZWVVRCRmlraWN1YW5vd3FpVVppWWc6MQ=

Assistance and support is required from members for the following:

Surrey Beekeepers Association - Training Day

Saturday 15th September 2012    12:15 - 5:30 pm
East Horsley Village Hall, KT24, 6QT

12:15 pm - Registration
  1:00 pm - ‘Inside the Hive in Winter’ Ivor Davis
  2:15 pm - ‘In Pursuit of Excellence - Entering a Honey Show and

         Improving your Hive Products’ Liz and Mike Duffin
  3:30 pm - Break
  4:00 pm - ‘Winter Husbandry – Feeding, Cleaning, Storing Supers,

    Oxalic Acid’ Celia Rudland
5:00 pm - Final Roundup

Tickets cost £8 per person
Places are now very limited, so book straight away

To reserve a place please email Sandra Rickwood on
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or phone 01932 244326

1. Donations of Tombola Prizes - please bring your prizes to the
Woodhatch Meeting on the 3rd Oct, that precedes the Honey Show on
the 6th.

2. Donations of Plants for sale from the Plant Stand. Plants need to be
delivered to the venue either the previous evening, or before 10 am on
the day .…… contact Mary Broatch.

3. Volunteers to Help Set Up the previous evening and on the day, plus
manning stands, tea room, observation hive and information displays
etc. .….. contact Jacqui Essen.
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Hampshire Beekeepers Association Honey Show 2012

On Saturday 13th October 2012 HBA will be holding their Honey Show at Hillier’s Arboretum,
Ampfield, near Romsey. This 180-acre site has the most extensive collection of hardy,

woody plants in Britain and was originally created as a private garden and arboretum more
than fifty years ago.

Saturday 13th October is also the start of National Family Education Week and Hillier’s is
marking the event with a number of activities which will attract large numbers to the
Arboretum.  Hillier’s has excellent restaurant facilities open between 10am and 5pm.

The Honey Show, open to members of other Beekeeping Associations, will be staged and
judged on Saturday morning and open for viewing from 2pm. Hampshire Associations will

be staging displays relating to beekeeping.

For further details please contact HBA Hon. Secretary Pippa Barker pippabarker@aol.com

 Members News Reigate Membership = 221

Congratulations to  all those
members who passed the BBKA
Basic Assessment held in July.

Well done to all candidates.
And thanks to all mentors and other club

members, including Bob Maurer and Celia
Perry who gave such good advice and
support during the preparation for the

assessment.

David Allbeury
Bob Barnes

Alan Berridge
Eva Dembinska

Vince Gallo
Russell Johnson

Janet Kay
Ian Martin

Graham Pooley
Jon Tyers

Michael Welch

BBKA Basic Assessment - Results

Important Reminder - Subscription time is nearly here

Most of you will know that our subscription year runs for the 1st October to the end of September
and consequently the new year will soon be upon us.
Shortly I shall send everyone their personalised renewal form, by email if possible. It saves you
filling it in and also shows you what details I have. Please correct them as necessary.

We have no facility to accept renewals on line. Old fashioned we may be but the difficulty in
marrying up online renewal forms and on line payments is too much for us old folk.

Payments are due on 1st October, and Andrew will not bank any cheques until after then so
that the books balance.

The subscriptions remain the same this year as SBKA have kept the capitation rates the same.
However a significant change is the option to receive Beecraft digitally. The cost for this will be
£43.00, as opposed to £49.00 for the printed version.

Another change is that BBKA now offer Junior membership. Surrey’s position is not yet clear,
so if we have Juniors who wish to take up this offer please contact me.
Generally Juniors who attend the apiary meetings must always be accompanied by a parent or
guardian who we shall require to sign an indemnity form.

Mike Hill



September 2012

All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Page 6

 Apiary News

Apiary Training Evenings at Henfold Copse Extended

Due to the exceptionally poor weather this summer,
an additional opportunity for apiary training at

Henfold Copse has been arranged. The usual last
training evening would have been the last

Wednesday in August, but one extra evening is now
planned.

This extra evening will be Wednesday 12th

September.

Eileen Patricia Jacyna

It is with great sadness that we have heard of the death of Pat Jacyna. Our thoughts are
with Pat’s husband Peter at this time.

Pat was aged 84 when after a short illness she passed away in Dr Grays Hospital, Elgin on
Sunday 12th August. She is survived by her husband Peter and sons Simon and Geoffrey.
Her funeral was held at St Marys, Fochabers, Moray on Monday 20th August, and her family
request that any donations be sent to ‘Aid to the Church in Need’.

Pat and her husband Peter had been living in Northern Scotland for some five years, having
moved there from Salfords to be near one of their sons. For over thirty years before this,
they lived at their home Skylarks in New House Lane, where they kept bees, and grew all
kinds of plants, fruits and vegetables. During this long period both were stalwart members
of RBKA - as many of us can recall, having received generous help, advice, refreshments
and produce from them both, not only related to beekeeping, but in all sorts of other ways.

Even after moving to Scotland, they were always interested to hear of our activities, and
frequently sent best wishes to their many beekeeping friends in Surrey.

Pat was a lovely person, always with a smile, and kind words, and really helpful (not least
with the many teas/coffees she helped to serve at our Woodhatch Centre meetings). We will
miss her friendship and wise advice.

If any one wants to write to Peter his address is:- 48 Pinewood Road, Mosstodloch, Fochabers,
Moray, Scotland IV32 7FU.

Bee FactsDid you know ?

Bees sense the shortening days and know it is time to start
winter preparations. They use three simple eyes or ocelli which are located on the top of
their heads to measure light levels.

Bees can also see ultraviolet light.
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 Honey Recipes

Favourite Reigate Recipes

This month we feature some recipes from Mike Hill’s extensive collection - a rather
scrumptious sweet cake and a substantial dish of meat and potatoes. We would like

volunteers to make the recipes, and send in photographs of how splendid they look, and
reports about how good they taste !!

 For the Cake:
 4 tablespoons Honey
450 g sliced cooking apples
225 g butter
350 g self-raising flour
280 g golden castor sugar
4 eggs
Juice of half a lemon
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

For the Yoghurt:
3 teapoons Honey
250 g natural Greek yoghurt
4 fresh thinly sliced figs

     1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

Heat oven to 180°C/160°C fan/Gas Mk
4. Butter and line rectangular baking tin
with paper. Squeeze lemon juice over
sliced apples. Mix butter, caster sugar,
eggs, vanilla and flour well, until
smooth. Layer ½ mixture in tin, followed
by ½ sliced apples, rest of mixture and
apples, drip honey over the top. Bake
for 45-50 minutes until golden and
springy to touch. Leave to cool before
turning out.

Mix yoghurt with cinnamon.
Cook slices of figs covered in the Honey
in a low oven for about one hour basting
every ¼ hour. Leave to cool. Place figs
and juice over yoghurt and put in fridge
for a few hours or overnight to infuse.

  For the sauce:
  2 tablespoons Honey
  1 level teaspoon mustard
  1 tablespoon tomato sauce
salt and pepper to taste

For the dish:
1 lb minced meat
1 large chopped onion
2 oz plain flour
1½ lb potatoes
6 oz breadcrumbs
1 egg

  1 tablespoon tomato sauce
  1 oz butter
  mixed herbs

Gently cook the minced meat and
chopped onion in a pan over medium
heat until lightly browned. Stir in tomato
sauce, and flavour well with salt pepper
and herbs. Leave this mixture to cool.
When cool add breadcrumbs, egg and
flour and mix thoroughly. Place a piece
of greaseproof paper on a working
surface and carefully roll out the mixture
into a rectangle.

Boil and cream the potatoes with 1 oz
butter. Spread the creamed potato
evenly over meat mixture and roll it up
like a Swiss roll using the paper or foil to
help. Place on a baking sheet with the
joint underneath, and cook at 375°F for
25 minutes.

Mix together all the ingredients for the
sauce, brush over the roll and return to
the oven for 15 minutes, and then serve.

Recipe (7) Dorset Honey and Apple Cake with Greek Yoghurt Delight

Recipe (8) Meat and Potato Roll
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Honey is a ‘magical’ food substance which does not
rot or spoil and can, in most circumstances, be used
without side effects. Taken in the right dosage as
a medicine it is even safe for diabetic patients.

Since earliest times it has been used as a medicine,
and many sources claim that a mixture of honey
and cinnamon cures most diseases. Although not
always based on rigorous proven research the
following are some of the health issues it is claimed
can be treated with honey and cinnamon.

Heart Diseases and Cholesterol
To reduce cholesterol in the arteries make a paste
of honey and cinnamon powder, spread it on toast
and eat regularly for breakfast. Daily consumption
it is suggested also relieves loss of breath and
strengthens the heart beat for those with heart
problems.

In America and Canada, various nursing homes
treat patients with honey and cinnamon to revitalise
the arteries and veins that lose their flexibility and
get clogged as you grow older.

Two tablespoons of honey and three teaspoons of
cinnamon mixed in tea water, as a daily drink it is
claimed will reduce the level of cholesterol in the
blood by 10 percent.

Arthritis
Taken twice daily, morning and night, one cup of
hot water with two spoons of honey and one small
teaspoon of cinnamon powder may assist those with
arthritis.

In research conducted at Copenhagen University,
patients were treated with a drink comprising one
tablespoon honey and half teaspoon cinnamon
before breakfast. The research found that within a
week, out of the 200 people treated, 73 patients
were relieved of pain, and within a month, many of
the patients who could not previously walk or move
around because of arthritis started walking with less
pain.

Colds and Influenza
Those suffering from common or severe colds
should take one tablespoon lukewarm honey with
1/4 spoon cinnamon daily for three days. This may
cure most chronic cough, cold symptoms, and clear
the sinuses. A scientist in Spain has also identified
that honey contains a natural 'ingredient' which kills
influenza germs.

Bladder Infections, Digestion and Stomach
Complaints
Drinking two tablespoons of cinnamon and one
teaspoon of honey in a glass of lukewarm water will
it is suggested destroy germs in the bladder. It is
also claimed that honey taken with cinnamon cures
stomach ache and also may relieve stomach ulcers.
Cinnamon sprinkled on two tablespoons of honey
taken before food relieves acidity and assists
digestion of the heaviest of meals.

Immune System
Daily use of honey and cinnamon may strengthen
the immune system and protect the body from
bacteria and viral attacks. Regular consumption of
honey may also strengthen the white blood
corpuscles to fight bacterial and viral diseases.

Longevity
Many people believe that tea made with honey and
cinnamon, when taken regularly, arrests the
ravages of old age. Four spoonfuls of honey, one
spoonful of cinnamon, and three cups of boiled
water make a delicious tea. Drink a quarter cupful
three to four times a day to keep the skin fresh and
soft, and arrest the effects of aging.

Pimples and Skin Infections
Make a paste of three tablespoons of honey and one
teaspoon of cinnamon, and apply this paste on the
pimples before sleeping, and wash the next morning
with warm water. If done daily for two weeks the
pimples should heal. Applying honey and cinnamon
in equal parts to affected skin areas may cure
eczema, ringworm and all types of skin infections.

Weight Loss and Control
Twice daily in the morning one half hour before
breakfast on an empty stomach, and at night before
sleeping, drink honey and cinnamon boiled in one
cup of water. If taken regularly, it is claimed this
will reduce the weight of even the most obese
person. Drinking this mixture regularly may also
prevent fat accumulation in the body.

Tiredness and Fatigue
Recent studies have shown that senior citizens, who
take honey and cinnamon are more alert and
flexible. Half a tablespoon of honey in a glass of
water and sprinkled with cinnamon, taken twice a
day, early in the morning and in the afternoon at
about 3:00 pm when the vitality of the body starts
to decrease, increases the vitality of the body.

Honey is good for you ………….that’s a fact !!

A Wonder Cure – Honey and Cinnamon Powder ?
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Questions & Answers

Please send your questions and queries to the editors (contact details on last
page) and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

As with many things in beekeeping there are
different opinions about doing this and whether
it is a good idea. However, wild bees would
certainly keep stores of honey for the Winter,
so why not leave supers with honey for our
domestic bees ?

Of course it may be considered expensive,
because the honey has not been extracted for
other uses, and for many beekeepers that is
the primary aim.

Some people also believe there is an
undesirable risk of losing your bees due to
starvation because the honey may granulate /
crystallise and they cannot fly out to obtain
water to break down the solid honey. But the
risk of crystallisation also applies to other
stores such as sugar solution, and if the
honey is correctly capped by the bees it
should be okay.

If the outside air temperature is too low (that
is to say, below 10°C) the bees will not be
able to forage for water that will be needed to
breakdown any crystallisation.

Additionally, honey has more trace elements
than concentrated sugar syrup and may
require more cleansing flights to avoid the
likelihood of defecation in the hive and the
spreading of disease.

Mike Hill recommends that you put the super
below your brood box, then the stores are
available if necessary, (the bees may even
move it up to where they want it), and they
are more likely to be found in the brood box
in the Spring.

If you do leave a super on for Winter you
must of course remove the queen excluder to
ensure that the queen is not left behind in the
cold as the colony moves to find stores.

Remember to achieve the generally
recommended 40 lbs (22 kg) of stores
required for the Winter, at 5 lbs (2.2 kg) per
BS brood frame requires eight to ten frames

of honey. So a full super of honey provides a
good quantity of stores and may guarantee
sufficient stores for your bees.

Adam Darling of Norfolk BKA (as reported in the
August edition of BBKA News), also recommends
placing the super under the brood box,
without a queen excluder, and considers this
practice may have a number of advantages

The bees are nearer the top of the hive
compared to placing a super over the brood
box, so it is warmer during the Winter
because it will reduce draughts.

It also means that the seams of bees can be
seen more easily during oxalic acid cleansing
in December / January, so the correct doses
can be administered.

In his experience the supers are generally
empty in the Spring at first inspection and
can be removed without brood for later use.

Also there may be less need for feeding in the
Spring because of the availability of stores,
and the ‘warmer configuration’ and will help
Spring build up.

The downside may be that the bees will move
the honey around after the super has been
placed underneath, but in early October there
is time for them to do this if they wish.

So what are the conclusions:

● Placing a super under the brood box may
have a number of advantages.

● Correctly prepared and capped honey has
provided satisfactory stores for wild bees
during the Winters over many thousands of
years.

Because harvesting the honey was never my
reason for beekeeping, leaving honey supers
over the Winter is therefore a practice I have,
and will continue to undertake.

Graham Pooley

Question - Can I leave supers full of honey as stores for bees over Winter?
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Not impressed with unruly rolls of chicken wire?
Not convinced about wrapping your hive in
plastic film? Here is an adaptable alternative.

This guard uses panels of
galvanised mesh, secured to each
other with plastic garden vine twist
clips,.to create an adaptable cage.

The mesh size itself need be no more than 25
mm x 25 mm and easy to use flat panels (to
suit National hives) of 0.6 m x 0.9 m size can
be bought for about £3 each from DIY suppliers.
Slightly wider panels will be needed for WCB’s.
The mesh can cost less if bought in rolls, but it
will then need to be un-rolled, flattened and
each panel cut to size to use as described here.

Components
For a single National hive you will need:
● 5 mesh flat panels (as described above)
● A pair of heavy duty pliers or side cutters

to reduce the size of one of the panels.
● About 50 plastic twist vine clips.

Assembly
With cutters, clip 30 cm off the 0.9 m length of
one of the mesh panels, leaving a panel 0.6 m
x 0.6 m in size.
Layout all the panels on the ground with the
square panel in the centre and the 4 long panels
radiating out from each of its sides.

With the clips, link adjacent
edges of the panels at every 6th
square. At each square panel
corner, 1 clip can link it and 2
adjacent sides.

Raise the ends of two adjacent long panels to
be vertical and similarly apply clips along the
length of the meeting long edges. Repeat with
the 3rd and 4th sides.

Customising
By this stage, a number of options can be
followed to adjust the guard to a particular hive.
If the top of the hive is less than 0.9 m above
the ground, you could choose to have the guard
free standing on the ground and secured in
place with tent pegs or similar if needed.

If the height of your hive exceeds 0.9 m, the
top panel of the guard could either be directly
supported by the roof, or by bricks or blocks
placed on the roof, creating a gap to prevent
Mr Woody attacking the roof cladding!
More height can be added by attaching, with
plastic clips again, extra cut lengths of ‘skirt’ to
the side panels. You will already have an ~ 30
cm off cut from the top panel, and an additional
0.6 m x 0.9 m panel can be cut into three more
equal lengths of ~30 cm.
Side panels can be shortened, either
by cutting to length, or folding the
required amount back on itself.
Either unfold later to increase
height, or re-attach off cuts with
clips.
If the hive has a protruding landing board, a
corresponding section of the front panel can be
cut out, or cut and folded back to suit, ensuring
that the lower most separated section remains
securely clipped to its two adjacent side panels.

Use
Invert the complete assembly and place over
the hive and position the guard so there is a
gap around the hive of about 5 cm.

This should be enough
to prevent Woody’s
beak reaching the hive
sides, but not so large
that he could get up
from below, between
the mesh and the hive,
if the guard does not
reach fully to the
ground. For winter
hefting or feeding, the
entire guard is easily
lifted off for access.

Storage
When no longer needed, the flat panels can be
easily unclipped from one another and stacked
neatly until next required. No more bulky
bundles of chicken wire to have to stuff away
somewhere or unravel again this time next year.

Richard Bradfield

  DIY Suggestions & Tips

A Mesh Woodpecker Guard
DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money
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I am sure I am not alone in finding myself
needing one feeder more than I had…..and
needing it now. It set me thinking as to what I
could make, and although my first attempt
fulfilled the immediate need, I was certain that
I could design a more simple method of
construction - and I would like now to share
with you the result of that re-design.

The starting point was a feeling, one I am sure
is not unique to me, that surely the pile of
saved, empty, ice cream containers deserved
some form of re-use. The starting point for the
design was therefore that the 2 litre tubs would
hold a reasonable amount of feed, but clearly
bees fare very badly when faced with the
equivalent of an olympic sized swimming pool.

Therefore I needed to
provide a way they
could walk down to
the liquid and, indeed,
be able to walk back

up. The solution was to provide an access gap
onto a mesh 'wall' one bee-space away from
the container side.

I had a stock of wire mesh, (varroa flooring
obtained from TheMeshCompany.com at £2.80
per sheet), so armed with tin-snips I fashioned
a piece starting with a rectangle the width of
the inside of the top of the tub and around 50
mm taller than the tub. The tubs are always
tapered, so the next step was to trim both sides
of the mesh at an angle so that it fitted inside
the tub tightly enough to prevent passage of a
bee, ie gaps of 1-2 mm.

The piece of mesh was then bent at 90 degrees
to be slightly shorter than the height of the tub.
The aim was to ensure that the vertical section
was touching the base when the horizontal
section was level with the lid.

Next, the lid of the tub
required some minor
surgery, cutting across from one side to the
other, removing the lip and around 1 cm of the
flat face. The mesh was prepared for fixing by
making 4 cuts in the horizontal face from the
edge to the fold, easing one up, the next down
and so on. The mesh was fixed by simply sliding
the mesh onto the new edge of the lid. The
mesh will stay in place by friction, but to
prevent it slipping I simply stapled through both
the mesh and plastic.

That was it, job done. One ice cream tub, small
piece of mesh and ten minutes yields one feeder.

Later I had a nuc that needed feeding, for which
I had a 50 mm eke, thus I needed a small
feeder……oh, what to do? Yes, I made a small
version of the same design, but this time I used
an empty container from a Chinese take-away
(I bet you also have plenty of those too!)

Hope this helps those of you who also enjoy
DIY of all forms.

Vince Gallo

A Simple Home Made Feeder
DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money
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 Beekeepers Advice & Tips

.……..adapted from Northants BKA website

September Tips Checklist

September is the month when you need to start preparing for Winter.
1. Feed your bees. Feeding needs to be completed before the end of the month allowing

the colony to process off the excess water. Generally the recommended stores required
for the Winter is 40 lbs (22 kg), and a BS brood frame contains 5 lbs (2.2 kg) of stores,
so your bees require at least eight to ten frames of store. Colonies also require ample
pollen to survive Winter successfully, especially to rear brood. Ensure that your bees
have access to good quality pollen crops both at the end of the season and early in the
following season.

2. Check the bees are disease free. Take samples and test for Nosema.
3. Check your hives are in sound condition, waterproof and well ventilated.
4. Protect your hives from vermin - fit mouse, and where necessary woodpecker guards.

The queen will gradually stop laying and drones will be thrown out therefore the colony size
will begin to shrink rapidly.
● Check your colonies are ‘queen-right’ - the brood nest may not be large, but there

should still be some eggs, larvae and sealed brood.
● Unite weak but healthy colonies before treatment and feeding.
● Colonies with old queens should be ‘re-queened’ by uniting with a nucleus containing this

year’s queen, or by introducing a new queen in a cage.
● A late queen cell should be left alone, as the colony may be superseding their queen.
● Guard against robbing and the ingress of mice by reducing the hive entrance.
● If wasps are a problem place wasp traps.
● Use your bees to clean extracted frames by returning them to the hive above the crown

board then, after scraping, put them away in a secure container for the Winter.
● Monitor the varroa fall, and where necessary treat with thymol (Apiguard) or organic

(Apilife Var).

Cleaning Bee Escapes
A few tips from Adam Leitch. No matter which ever type of escape you have used to clear
your supers - Porter, Canadian Cone, Curtain, Rhombus or Hexagon - they will need
cleaning. Soaking in methylated spirit will remove propolis or white spirit to soften wax
deposits. Plastic escapes may be soaked in a solution of washing soda (sodium carbonate)
that has been activated by adding a few crystals of caustic soda (sodium hydroxide), and
then cleaned with a suitable brush.

Remember that Porter escapes require the springs to be reset every time you use the
escape (they do not even come preset from the suppliers). It is essential that the spring
gap is set 3 mm apart, and the springs are central between the top and bottom plate.

Escape boards such as the Vortex or Reverse Flow can be carefully cleaned using a flame,
which will also sterilise the board. Similarly with a Fume board, provided the cloth or fume
cover has been removed prior to flaming.

The equipment can then be safely stored until it is required next year.
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 Meet the Committee
Buzziest Interview - this month: Maggie Minter

 What’s happening?
MM: Enjoying the aprés-bee at the Surrey
Oaks.

How long have you been a beekeeper?
MM: It must be about five years ‘ish. It all
started by attending, with Celia Perry and
Coral Lloyd, a Beginners Course given by
Alan Byham.

What prompted the interest in
beekeeping?
MM: I had a romantic notion of having a
classical white hive full of bees in my garden
pollinating my vegetables and flowers……little
did I know then back then how much work is
involved in keeping bees.

How many colonies do you manage?
MM: I like to keep to three, but sometimes have
up to six colonies.

Approaching the end of the season, how
have your colonies faired?
MM: Reasonably well. I have extracted some
100 lbs of Honey this year, but on the down
side, I am also still waiting for two new queens
to mate.

When did you first become part of the
Committee?
MM: That’s some four years ago now.

What roles do you undertake?
MM: Formally, organising the Honey Extraction
Days and managing the Offers of Out-Apiary
Sites. But also any, and many, other tasks that
would otherwise go begging. Next year, I take
on the Honey Show!

How do you become involved in the
organisation of these activities?
MM: One becomes ‘invited’.

And how much of your time do they
require?
MM: Only about two hours per month for the
actual organising bit.

What’s the best aspect of these roles?
MM: Seeing beginners embrace beekeeping
and learning new skills. The recent Extraction

Day was good example. It’s also why I enjoy
mentoring at the teaching apiary sessions.

 And the worst…?
MM: Rolling around on the floor, with rolls of
plastic sheeting and rolls of gaffer tape, on
hot and already sticky Extraction Days.

 If you could, what would you change?
MM: Delegate!

So why do you do it?
MM: I have received great support from many
of the people on the committee in helping  me
realise my original romantic notion, so this is
my way of giving something back to the club.

And what do you get out of it now?
MM: A great sense of being very much part of
beekeeping. And perpetuating my dream.

Do you have a message for the
membership?
MM: GET INVOLVED, at any level, in club
activities and club life. Don’t simply expect or
assume that others will make things happen.

Thank you Maggie.
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  Library News

http://blog.mbbka.org.uk/

Down at the bottom of the homepage on the right hand side you
will find links to their education files. These files cover the BBKA
Basic Assessment and Modules. They include study group notes and
sample answers to questions; which they aim to add to each time
the BBKA runs the exam for that module. Whether or not you plan
to take the exams, the MBBKA files contain lots of useful and
interesting information to enhance your beekeeping.

Beekeeping Information - Internet Sites and Forums

Building on the article in last months Andrew Cornwall suggests this site which is called
the Mid Bucks Beekeepers blog site, and provides lots of good useful information about BBKA
exam questions and beekeeping in general.

‘Honey Temperatures for Beekeepers’ - Recommended Reading

Recommended by Mike Hill is the article in the August edition of BBKA News, (page 11), which
provides a comprehensive description and advice about all the temperatures you need to
understand and be aware of when heating honey.

Swarm Stories

Contributions will be gratefully received … please
The Swarm Collecting team are able to stand
down by now, after intermittent periods of
frantic activity since the spring.
Richard Woodhouse will undoubtedly be
providing an overview of those activities at the
AGM in November, as well as within these
pages at some time.
Meanwhile, we have just one question and
important request to make.

Have you have been the recipient of a Swarm,
large or small this year?
Whether you built a new colony from it, or were
able to use it to bolster an ailing existing
colony, or even if it absconded within days or
weeks … if you have not yet greased our
Treasurers palm with a generous donation
towards club funds … please do so before he
says his piece at the AGM!

Who to contact for assistance
Chairman Paul Cleaver cleaver.paul@googlemail.com 01306 730188

Hon Secretary Jacqui Essen jandjessen@btinternet.com 01342 842244

Hon Treasurer Andrew Buchanan andrewb38@btinternet.com 01306 712773

Membership Michael Hill mikehillbees@googlemail.com 01306 730668

Librarian Audrey Gill beelady@btinternet.com 01293 784161

County Exam Secretary Celia Perry beeexams@hotmail.co.uk 07903 991120

Website Master Adam Leitch adam.leitch@gmail.com

Swarm Coordinator Richard Woodhouse rwdhse@ntlworld.com 01737 247395

Quartermaster Richard Stuart richardi.stuart@me.com 07971 854652

Regional Bee Inspector Alan Byham alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk 01306 611016
07775 119447

 Editor Richard Bradfield richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com 01372 379222

 Editor Graham Pooley grahampooley@aol.com 01342 842559


