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Wednesday 7th Dec Bee Keeping in Australia - Talk Nick Withers Woodhatch 19:30
Wednesday 4th Jan Hives Save Lives - Talk Mike Oxley Woodhatch 19:30
Saturday 14th Jan BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting Chesford Grange Kenilworth 10:30

Wednesday 1st  Feb Quiz Night - Name that Plant Woodhatch 19:30
Saturday 4th Feb Surrey BKA Training Day details tba tba
Saturday 11th Feb RBKA Spring Lunch Black Horse Pub Reigate 12:30
Saturday 18th Feb Surrey Bee Day Ewell

Wednesday 7th Mar My First Year with the Bees Vince Gallo Woodhatch 19:30
 Fourth Friday each Month Farmers Market  Richard Woodhouse Reigate

  Wednesdays April - August Apiary Meeting Henfold 18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March Winter Meetings Woodhatch 19:30

 Dates for your Diary

Photo of the Month Preparing for Winter - ‘woodpeckers not welcome’

Photo of the Month appeal…

Let’s get loads of colour into !
Wanted:  great, quirky, pretty,

dramatic, informative, interesting,
funny photographs from your

beekeeping experiences.

Each month the one that most
appeals to the editors will be

featured. And you never know, we
may even be able to produce our
own  calendar by the end of

next year.

Please send to the editors
(contact details on last page)

Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews December 2011

Photo of a hive prepared for winter, with the
bees still collecting nectar in late November

for their Christmas feast - but the
woodpeckers are not invited to the party!

Photo by Graham Pooley
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Welcome dear reader to, your new bright and fresh edition of Reigate Beekeepers .

As new editors we have taken on the task of providing you each month with useful, interesting
and important club and members news and events details, plus tips and knowledge from the
wealth of experience we have amongst club members. A task previously managed so ably by
Mike Hill alone. Now, with twice the man power behind those efforts, your expectations may
be high. We hope we do not disappoint!

But we would appreciate your direct input, to not only make the task a little easier, but to also
ensure that the content remains relevant and of interest to all the membership, young and less
young, novice and experienced novice.

Sprinkled amongst this ‘re-launched’ edition of you will find prompts to send in your
beekeeping photo’s, anecdotes, tips, questions, answers to questions, reviews of bee books,
ideas, other contributions, and most important your opinions.

Please do so. We will welcome all contributions for potential publication as well as suggestions
about what you believe should be included …if we are not already.

Publishing Deadlines...
As with all good beekeeping, timing is everything, even for .
The newsletter will be published by the 1st Wednesday of each month. So all content intended
for a particular edition needs to be at the editors’ fingertips hovering over keyboards, by the
middle of the previous month at the latest. Especially important if an event needs to be
promoted one or two months ahead of time.

Editorial
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Henfold Lane Tree Planting

Pam Saunders led 12 volunteers during a
busy morning at the Henfold Apiary on
Saturday 19th November. The planting of
climbers beside the containers, two small
spurs of hedgerow along the access track and
the first half of a long hedge between the
track way and sheep field was achieved.

One more winter work party should complete
the planting of all the trees donated by the
Woodland Trust. Look out for requests for
volunteers in the next .

The ‘Digging for Honey’ Team take a well earned break.

From left to right - Chris Saunders, Richard Bradfield, Val
Bradfield, Pam Saunders (kneeling –front) Mary Broach,

Tom Moremon,  Graham Pooley, John Gill, Stuart Hobbs,
Audrey Gill, and Malcolm Broach.

Henfold, managed by Tim Hall is our main
apiary and is already a superb club facility.
Future development plans include completing
the supply of electricity, housing the library,
and in the longer term, the construction of a
permanent training centre.

Other apiaries associated with the club are:
Mickleham which is now our queen rearing
centre and is managed by Andy Robinson;
with Brockham, Buckland and Vigo Farm
managed respectively by Malcolm Fry, Alec
Bourhill and Mike Hill.

 Apiary News

This photo shows Pam carefully fitting tree guards
over newly planted whips. And yes this really is the

middle of November.

 Equipment News

  Hive location offer

A lady who lives in Salfords south of Reigate, and already has a hive
in her garden which backs on to open fields, has invited any member to use the hive and

keep bees in her garden.

(the hive is a WBC but with no boxes / frames)

Please contact Ann Willifer to make arrangements for next season
- email ann@willifer.plus.com
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Spring Lunch - Saturday 11th February 2012
 The Black Horse,

93 West Street, Reigate

With Christmas turkeys not yet dispatched, it may be
a little early to be thinking about the culinary details

of this early spring get together, but………

Put the date in your 2012 diary NOW.

The Reigate Beekeepers Spring Lunch is an opportunity to catch up on beekeeping and
beekeepers news, as well as sharing and discussing plans and aspirations for 2012 with

your fellow beekeepers. All this, whilst enjoying a good meal with perhaps a drink or two.

Photo source & copyright - The Black Horse Pub

BBKA Module (1) Theory Course
For nine weeks ending 23rd November Adam
Leitch has been an outstanding ambassador
for RBKA and contributor to funds, whilst
running his course entitled ‘Improving
Beekeeping’. Attended by Reigate members
and other beekeepers from Brighton to
Woking, the course which prepares for the
BBKA examination has been highly praised.
The course content both theory and practical
included all you needed to know to pass the

BBKA examination plus many interesting topics
ranging from Snelgrove boards to ‘how to take
your bees to the heather’ and making soft set
honey. Although many of those attending were
very experienced beekeepers, Adam kept all
enthralled by his relaxed teaching style, wide
and in depth knowledge, desire to try things
in practice, and his vintage videos!! We plan
to feature some of the course content
highlights in future issues of .

 West Sussex BKA are again running their one day
 Beginners Day Course

which is also suitable for improving and non-beekeepers
Saturday 18th February 2012

Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex, RH20 2BF
Cost £40 per person which includes refreshments & ‘basic beekeeping’ booklet

Please send cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Div. to
Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0AU

Bookings - 01798 343 470 or petworthgordon@btopenworld.com

  Events News

 Only one place is now available on our Reigate BKA
 Introduction to Beekeeping Course

10 weeks of theory followed by a month of practicals at our apiary
on Wednesday evenings during April.

Theory classes are on Mondays 7.30 to 9.30pm
 January 9th to March 12th during Winter 2012

Woodhatch Centre, Whitebeam Drive, Reigate RH2 7LS
Tutor – David Rudland        Cost £120 per person

Please contact Jacqui Essen to enrol - jandjessen@btinternet.com   01342 842244
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  Library News

Book Review - The Buzz about Bees

A fascinating book with award
winning photographs. Not about
beekeeping but it explains the
behaviour and biology of bees in a
unique way, by describing the bee
colony as a superorganism, a
‘mammal in many bodies’. Based on
the latest research from the
University of Wurzburg in Germany.

               Rating

Full of insights and details that
provide the scientific explanation for
the bee behaviours that we
observe as beekeepers. For a new
view and understanding of what
goes on, in and outside the hive,
and why, this book is highly
recommended.

 Author - Jorgen Tautz
Publisher - Springer

Price - £25 Amazon.com

Beekeepers Quarterly - reduced subscription offer

The Beekeepers Quarterly published by Northern Bee Books is available at a reduced rate of £16 per
annum through Surrey BKA - a very worthwhile reduction on the normal price of £24.

The magazine makes an excellent complement to Bee Craft, having contributions from around the
globe and informative articles on a wide range of topics, as well as book reviews, etc.

To keep the publisher’s costs down, reduced rate subscriptions are handled by the Guildford Division
treasurer, Malcolm Clarke, through his personal bank account. Just send him a cheque payable to him

at Firways, Row Lane, Shere, GUILDFORD, GU5 9JW with a note of your name and address.

A subscription also makes a Christmas present which lasts through the year.

 Beekeepers Advice & Tips

some timely advice from Adam Leitch

Oxalic Acid Treatment
December & January are periods of minimal
activity for bee hives. Brood rearing has
normally ceased (or is minimal) and it is the
ideal time to treat with oxalic acid for Varroa
control. A maximum of 5ml is trickled over
each full seam of bees, (equating to 50ml
maximum for a colony). Thus smaller colonies
may receive a smaller dose if they have less
seams of bees. (A seam is the area between
frames where the bees are.)

Just like we don't jump into icy waters at the
beach for a swim in winter, I'm not convinced
trickling cold oxalic syrup over them is a good
idea. I warm my oxalic solution in a water bath
to minimise the chance of unnecessarily chilling
them. On that note, during the winter, colonies
should only be open for a few minutes. So have
everything ready including your bee suit. They
do fly out, even on cold days.

‘Bring Out Your Dead’
During cold winters when the bees are
clustered, bees die and drop to the floor. Over
time, their corpses can build up and block the
entrance, stopping the colony from leaving on
warmer days for cleansing flights or to fetch
water. Periodic checks and clearing the
entrance as needed, is a good precaution. An
easy alternative, if you have a spare floor, is
to pick the colony up and swap to a clean one.
This is then emptied of bees, cleaned, flamed
with a blow torch and can be used on the next
colony.

Feeding
Finally, this late mild weather may well have
caused the bees to use a lot of stores, and
continued brood rearing later than normal.
Thus some additional checks of the weight of
the hive (called hefting) and Varroa checks
would be prudent even if you've treated with
Apiguard. This late in the season, only fondant
should be fed if they are low on stores.

Review by Graham Pooley

Photos source & copyright for Buzz about Bees - Springer Publishing
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Questions & Answers

We hope this section will become a regular feature in future issues. We are fortunate to
have such a wealth of bee experience and knowledge amongst our members, and we

want to share this information.

Please send your questions and queries to the editors (contact details on last
page) and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - What is the best way to
remove a colony from a chimney ?

This question (raised at the AGM) is a frequent
one. Unfortunately there is no simple single
answer, because each case requires special
consideration of the particular circumstances.

In many cases chimney nests are tolerated,
because they cause little or no trouble.

If the entire colony (both bees and comb) does
need to be removed, such as required to enable
major building works in the immediate vicinity,
then all entrances to the cavity need to be
sealed or meshed to prevent bees returning.
Unfortunately, these steps are not always
feasible or successful.

If minor building works are necessary,
temporary non-removal measures may be
possible e.g., diversion of flight path, or
temporary closure of holes. Postponement of
the works until winter is also  a consideration.

Smoking out, as a means of removal, is only
possible where the chimney is still operable,
and should only be attempted if the colony is
a recent swarm which has not had time to
establish brood.

If the nest constitutes an actual or potential
hazard or nuisance, the question often
becomes, how best to permanently remove the
bees? Sadly, this sometimes points to
conclusions which may not be attractive.

Permanent means of removal to consider are,
destruction and extrication, and we would
always prefer extrication. However, this always
requires safe access, (which in practice usually
means scaffolding), and permission to break
into the structure.

These considerations are illustrated by the
‘Capel Chimney’ case reported in our ‘Swarm
Stories’ article – see page 8.

Richard Woodhouse

  Topical News

Chairman’s Christmas Message

Recently returned from a sailing holiday …………….
a few words from our Chairman.

‘First of all I wish you all a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year.

As you will know, and see from the AGM report
and other articles in this exciting new style
edition of our , a great deal has been
achieved by the members of RBKA this year.

For RBKA 2011 was a successful year, and I
know that with our future plans and the

strength of our membership support that we
can look forward to similar successes in 2012.

On a topical note, remember to heft your
hives on a monthly basis, and feed as required
to make sure that your bees don't starve.

Our thoughts are of course with Andrew
Buchanan who is recovering from an
operation in St George's hospital, Tooting.

Get well soon Andrew’

Paul Cleaver
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Hives Save Lives Christmas Appeal
Don’t you think we have bucked the trend this
year? The economy may be dreadful but look
what Reigate BKA has achieved. A fine new
apiary credited by the President of the BBKA
as one of the top five in the country, storage
units, a roadway, mains water, a hugely
ambitious planting scheme, a series of
excellent courses at many levels, exam
successes and an increasing membership.

As Christmas approaches I think we would all
do well to pause and reflect on RBKA’s
achievements. At this time of giving, you may
like to offer a helping hand to beekeepers less
fortunate than ourselves.

Your generosity over the past five years has
produced (including tax relief) almost £5,000
for Hives Save Lives and has been put to great
use in Uganda – see next article.

If you are able to make a donation this year,
the process is simple.

For small cash donations, please use the
collection box at our December meeting. I will
put them all together and send them as a
lump sum on one gift aid form so the charity
benefits from the tax rebate. It doesn’t matter
how small the amount – it all helps.

For cheques, could you please fill in the gift aid
form circulated with  (or contact me and
I will send you one). I will collate the cheques
and cash donations and send it all to Hives
Save Lives on behalf of Reigate Beekeepers.
Please make cheques payable to Hives Save
Lives.

Michael Oxley from Hives Save Lives will be
speaking to us about their latest work at our
Woodhatch winter meeting on 4th January
2012 so you won’t have to wait long to find out
where your money went!

Thank you and a very happy Christmas to you.

Bob Maurer 07740 707500  bob@maurer.uk.com

 (reprinted from a previous  article)

Reigate Beekeepers have been  generous supporters of Hives Save Lives and I think it is time to let
you know where your money has been invested! It has been sent directly to Uganda and used to
purchase hives, clothing and training for beekeepers in Mubende District,  central Uganda.

Most of the population in this area depend on subsistence farming for survival, with an average
annual income of just $324.00.  There are many traditional beekeepers in the district, but the
general practice is ‘honey-hunting’ rather than beekeeping.  The photograph shows a traditional
hive being heavily smoked for harvesting, which impregnates the honey and often destroys the
hive, or at best causes the bees to abscond.

By supporting the beekeepers with modern frame hives and training, production can be improved
from around 8 kg (traditional hives) to over 45 kg a year, providing a viable and sustainable income for the farmers, local
employment, improved health and nutrition, and insurance against crop failure.

Working with the local government district administration, we identified 25 beekeepers who
were keen to make the transition to modern beekeeping, and delivered a 5-day basic
beekeeping course within the community.  The training was very much a two-way learning
experience, as the farmers had a wealth of knowledge regarding swarming patterns and the
foraging preferences of the bees in their district.

Following the training, we provided 120 hives to the farmers who agreed to form a co-operative
(the Bageeza County Beekeepers Association).  As a co-operative, they were able to negotiate

with another NGO (non-governmental organisation)
providing agricultural support services, and our
beekeepers now have access to a local collection centre
with an extractor to support their hives.   As a group, they
are able to combine resources and obtain better prices for their honey, and provide practical
assistance to other beekeepers in the district.

Each hive costs approximately £30 to manufacture (complete with strip foundation) and a
beesuit £15, all made in Uganda and providing more local employment. Effectively, a very
large part of this project has been funded by Reigate Beekeepers, and we are
extremely grateful to all the members who have made this project a reality.

Hives save Lives source for these photos & copyright

A reminder of where your money goes – message from Hives Save Lives
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Swarm Stories

Quaker Meeting House, Capel - April 2011

The problem here was how to deal with an
active and established colony of bees in a
chimney stack in order to allow proposed roof
and chimney repair works to be carried out
safely.

About three years previously an attempt had
been made to smoke the bees out of the
chimney. However, that attempt had failed;
the bees only left temporarily, returning after
much stinging. A mesh plate had subsequently
been inserted with putty above the fireplace,
to stop leaking of bees/comb/honey from the
chimney. Since then the colony had not been
disturbed.

To allow the building works to proceed safely,
various options were considered:

(a) Daily closure of all entrance holes before
the bees start flying, to be re-opened after
work had stopped each day. However, the
number of entrance holes, the size and vigour
of the colony, the time of year, and the
duration of the work, really ruled this out.

(b) Postponing work until winter, when the
colony would be smaller, and the bees inactive.
However, even late in the year on warm days
(as now!), bees will come out. In any case,
cold weather might impact the building work.
So this too did not seem practical.

(c) Smoking out the bees. This was possible
because the mesh over the fireplace could be
removed. However, the experience three years
previously illustrated what difficulties smoking
out can cause with a well established colony -
particularly at the time of year when the colony
is near its peak.

(Indeed, this was confirmed soon afterwards
by another experience of a chimney at
Outwood, where we eventually managed to
smoke out the bees, but only after several
attempts, and considerable sooting inside the
house – and those were newly arrived bees,
still in swarm mode, without time to establish
brood or stores).

In the case of the Capel chimney, even if we
could evict the bees by smoking them out, they
would only be forced outside, probably in
angry, non-swarming mode, in a built-up area
- which risked stinging. Moreover, the smoking
might cause sooting inside the building, a
cause for complaint by the tenant of the
affected area in the building. For all these
reasons we also rejected this option.

(d) Destruction of the bees, to be undertaken
by a reputable pest control contractor. In that
event, to prevent other bees being attracted
to the poisoned comb before the stack was
demolished, it would be vital to close up all
entrances immediately after destruction.

However, as beekeepers we do not advocate
killing bees, and so do not favour this method,
which in our view should be carried out only
as a measure of last resort, such as when bees
are seriously diseased, or there is realistically
no other way of ensuring public safety. In the
circumstances of this case we did not
recommend this option.

(e) Extrication of the colony. Finally, as our
recommended option, we suggested that we
cooperate with the builders (all wearing
protective clothing supplied by us), so that
from scaffolding we could remove comb and
bees as the chimney was demolished. Once the
bees were removed, the builders could then
finish their work, clear of bees.

However, no work has yet been undertaken
on the chimney, and we believe the bees are
still in residence, which illustrates the
difficulties of dealing with bees in chimneys.

Richard Woodhouse
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  New Beekeeping Experiences

I collected my nuc from Paynes in early April, five
frames of English bees. Introduction to the hive
went well, I provided them with some liquid feed,
and the colony began to grow. Three weeks later
lots more healthy bees and activity in my super
– I was pleased.

Being keen I did weekly inspections - at the end
of April I noticed my first QC’s. And all looked
well during the official inspection by Alan Byham
on the 10th May, with even more bees. I added
a second brood box and super to give them room.
Then more QC’s appeared, some sealed this time,
so I started to panic.

I rushed off to buy another hive. Then removed
all the QC’s except one, and followed the
instructions in the book for an ‘artificial swarm’
– except as insurance I also transferred a young
queen I had found to my new hive – first mistake!
However, the flying bees did their return trip and
all looked good with both hives.

Then one sunny afternoon at the end of May a
surge of bees left my first hive. Such a wonderful
sight, that it took me time to realise they had
swarmed in spite of my efforts. A week later I
could find no sign of a queen in this first hive or
in my new hive, and no sealed QC’s. Trauma
overcame me, I was queen less!! Panic now really
set in.

A mad drive to Kent the next day to buy a new
queen, which I duly introduced in her cage to the
new hive. Then my saviour at Henfold gave me
a sealed QC and told me how to place it in my
other first hive. Relieved I thought I now had
chances of reprieve for both my hives.

Two weeks later the queen cage in my new hive
was empty, but no sign of eggs, brood or a
queen. Another week and this hive still had no
sign of a queen, but strangely lots of dead bees
outside the hive!!

Then to my amazement I discovered a queen in
this new hive – had my clever girls somehow
overcome my mismanagement, and grown their
own queen after nearly four weeks. Or was there
some other reason for the new brood and queen?

And I felt happier again - in spite of having to
empty dead bees from the hive base every week,
which I assumed must be normal.

The beginning of July arrived and I also found a
queen in my first hive, plus brood beginning to
appear. I was really happy again.

Throughout July there was lots of flying bees and
activity. Dead bees continued to be carried out
by the workers in my new hive, and I questioned
if this really was normal. I also noticed a number
of black bees and wondered if these are
confirmation of the true English stock of my
Paynes nuc - but this is not so!

August arrived and suddenly I see lots of dead
bees now outside both hives, some lying on their
back, legs in the air. Panic really sets in once
again.

I call Alan Byham, but he is on holiday, so I take
samples of dead bees to send for testing. But
decide to wait. Alan calls me and to my delight
says he will visit. As soon as he opens my hives
he knows the cause – CBPV ‘chronic bee paralysis
virus’. The black bees were not proof of English
stock after all, but caused by the loss of their
yellow hairs; and the bad news, there is of course
no treatment for a virus. Alan adds however, that
I am lucky ‘this does not occur that often’ !!

From then on I did all the good things I could for
my girls, swept up the dead, grieved with them
as the wasps dived down to eat them alive, and
marvelled at how they continued to work so hard.
Now all I can do is keep my fingers crossed and
hope there will be enough of them left to keep
warm and survive the winter.

So my first season was full of traumas and
tribulations, both for me and my bees – but as
the Bee Inspector said, I am lucky. Lucky to be
introduced to the wonders of bees, and lucky to
be a member of RBKA, such an excellent club full
of experienced members willing to share, and
with great organisation and facilities. I look
forward to my next bee year, hopefully with
fewer traumas, less tribulations, and more bees.

Graham Pooley

Traumas and Tribulations
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 Members News Reigate Membership = 231

Basic and Life Time Awards

Basic certificates were awarded to 15 members
by President Malcolm Broatch at the recent
AGM, a great achievement by all involved,
candidates, mentors and coordinators. For her
many significant contributions Audrey Gill was
also awarded life time membership of RBKA.

Subscriptions 2012

Mike Hill reports that a few subscriptions are
still outstanding. If renewing your subscription
has slipped your mind, please write a cheque
and send asap to ensure your continued
support of the RBKA with all the benefits that
membership brings.

Some of the winners at this years Honey Show,
were presented with their trophies at the

November AGM.

Clockwise from left – Celia Perry with the Redhill
Cup & WJ Cup; Malcolm Broach receives the
Tanner Cup from Audrey Gill; Pam Saunders

receives the Geoff Lewis plate; Bob Maurer
receives the Reigate Cup; Maggie Minter
receives the Novice Cup & Lockett Bowl.

See November for full show results

Honey Show Trophy Winners

Some of you may know that RKBA’s umbrella
charity, Surrey Beekeepers Association, holds
over 7% of the shares in BeeCraft Magazine.

Other than the very occasional article by
Reigate members that you may have noticed
in the journal, what few of you will know is the
extent of Reigate BKA’s direct involvement in
BeeCraft.

Bob Maurer, our ex-Chairman and current
Chair of Surrey BKA, became (by invitation) a
director of BeeCraft about a year ago.

But in addition, it can now be announced that
Reigate Member James Dearsley and
Associate Member Val Bradfield, have just
been appointed respectively as BeeCraft
marketing manager and finance manager.

Congratulations to you both.

Reigate BKA’s significance in the beekeeping
world just keeps on increasing!

(And you read it here first folks - Ed)

BeeCraft Appointments (news scoop– or is it a Reigate coup?)
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 Meet the Committee

Reigate BKA 2011 AGM Report

The Woodhatch meeting on the 9th November
was dedicated to the club’s AGM.

With notable absences in the room of some
main players from the committee, the start
time for the meeting arrived … and passed.
Our Chairman then explained all. Andrew
Buchanan was in hospital and Mike Hill’s car
had a puncture. But all was not lost, Mike’s
wife was en-route to rescue and deliver him to
the meeting. Before, temporarily we trust,
retreating to his sick bed, Andrew had
prepared the accounts reports. Only snag was
that Mike had all the printed handouts for the
meeting with him. So, a room full of
beekeepers was asked to talk amongst
themselves for a while. This must surely rate
as the easiest task the membership had been
set all year!

Eventually, after a few more minutes had
passed and in the anticipation that Mike was
not far away, the conversation volume was
turned down.

Formal proceedings were kicked off by
President, Malcolm Broach in welcoming the
35 plus members present.  The year had been
one of great achievements, made possible by
the contributions of many of the members
under the guidance of a talented and
multitasking Committee.  Everyone was to be
congratulated.

Having been made an Honorary Member of
SBKA last year, Malcolm announced that
Audrey Gill was also made an Honorary
Member of RBKA, in recognition of her
unceasing work; giving talks, training, and the
organisation of exams etc, for the club. Under
Audrey’s stewardship, over 60 beekeepers in
Surrey had taken their Basic Exam this year
alone, but she was now standing down from
the role … for a rest. Audrey was presented
with a bouquet of flowers and a warm round
of applause.

Celia Perry will take on the role of Surrey
Exam Secretary from 1st April.

Referring to his previously distributed (with
the November ) Chairman’s Report;
Paul Cleaver thanked everyone who had
contributed to the enormous efforts made
during the year to make Henfold such a
success. Particular thanks were given to
Andrew Buchanan, for his very significant
behind-the-scenes work on development of
site services.

Andrew’s Treasurer’s report was presented by
Paul, and Mike arrived in time to distribute
copies to the members present.
Team work eh!

In summary … an excellent year. The bottom
line is that Income exceeded Expenditure by a
healthy margin and the Balance Sheet was
looking pretty, including for the first time, the
Henfold Apiary land asset value. A contingency
fund liability was explained as being required
to continue to be able to run the division for a
period if we ever had cash flow problems in the
future. The now closed ring fenced fund for the
Apiary site purchase will be superseded by a
new fund specifically to establish a teaching
facility on site.

Moving on through other Officers reports, the
Webmaster Adam Leitch was congratulated
on the website, which he reported as receiving
12–15,000 hits each year. The site is
recognised to have been the first enticing
point of contact with the club for many who go
on to become members. Adam would welcome
material to put up on the site, (just as we
would for ).

A full programme of talks and events,
including a Quiz evening, will take us through
to next summer and beyond, and the Reigate
Scout Hall was considered to have been a
successful new venue for the Honey Show.
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Swarm Collection Coordinator Richard
Woodhouse thanked his team, and especially
Eddie Webster, for the literally sterling
efforts; raising £1,186.20 in donations from
grateful public and receiving beekeepers alike.

The statistics are impressive. 193 callouts,
with 108 reported as swarms, of which 72
were captured and received by 41 individual
members and club apiaries. 5 of the swarms
caught early in the season were so strong they
needed supering by May! Such is the lucrative
scale of the ‘swarm business’, that electronic
gifting facilities have been set up by Andrew
Buchanan for next year!

Look out in this and future editions of
for answers, including to the question asked
by one member at the AGM….…How do you
deal with swarms in chimneys?

Ideas and answers to questions can also be
found in the ever expanding Library that is

now comprised of over 200 books, swelled
during the year by many useful donations.

The election of Officers resulted in the full
Committee complement being:

Chairman - Paul Cleaver
Vice Chairman – position vacant
Hon Secretary – Jacqui Essen
Hon Treasurer - Andrew Buchanan
Members - Audrey Gill, Mike Hill, Malcolm
Fry, Celia Perry, Maggie Minter, Jack
Chapman & Richard Stuart
Representative to SBKA – Celia Perry
Rep. to Surrey Show Committee - Bob Maurer
Trustee to SBKA – Paul Cleaver
Hon Auditor – Derek Cotton

Presentations of Honey Show Trophies and
Exam award certificates were made by
Malcolm before the proceedings were closed.

Who to contact for assistance

Chairman Paul Cleaver cleaver.paul@googlemail.com 01306 730188

Hon Secretary Jacqui Essen jandjessen@btinternet.com 01342 842244

Hon Treasurer Andrew Buchanan andrewb38@btinternet.com 01306 712773

Membership Michael Hill mikehillbees@googlemail.com 01306 730668

Librarian (2012) Audrey Gill beelady@btinternet.com 01293 784161

Exam Secretary Audrey Gill beelady@btinternet.com 01293 784161

Website Master Adam Leitch adam.leitch@gmail.com

Swarm Coordinator Richard Woodhouse rwdhse@ntlworld.com 01737 247395

Regional Bee Inspector Alan Byham alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk 01306 611016
0775 119447

 Editor Richard Bradfield richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com 01372 379222

 Editor Graham Pooley grahampooley@aol.com 01342 842559

 DIY Suggestions & Tips

Smoker Fuel

Everyone has their own favourite fuel -
from waste corrugated cardboard, egg
boxes to old jeans / cloth, and lavender
(which is said to calm the bees).

But if you want to use the fuel that the
club provides at the Henfold Apiary this
can be obtained from Buckland Nurseries
Garden Centre, (on the A25) who are
happy to take orders for early Spring.

              Telephone - 01737 242 990


